

yv Kurds report Iraqi assault 

NICOSIA (AFP) — Thousands of Iraqi soldiers backed by tanks 
; and artillery mounted an assault near the northern city of Erbil, 
\ the Iraqi Kurdish opposition said Friday. The Patriotic Union of 
t ' Kurdistan (PUK) said opposition forces repelled the attack 
1 1 1’ Thursday on Kani-Qiizala and the main road toward Erhil, the 
11} biggest city in Kurdish-held northern Iraq. “Some 3.000 infanby- 
men backed by 30 tanks and more than 50 personnel carriers 
v attempted to advance on Kurdish positions," after heavy shelling- 
of the areas, it said. But Kurdish militiamen and other opposition 
forces drove back the attack using rocket-propelled grenades and 
• anti-tank. missiles. “There is mounting concern in Iraqi Kurdistan 
> about the coincidence of this latest Iraqi aggression with the 
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papers for Israeli Arabs Katyusha attack 


^ yppei« ivi ioibsii niHws 

: '-OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 

-^Agencies) — Saudi Arabia 
JS r -::-' i #ants Israeli- Arabs to carry 
- r “ v * : 'l. Palestinian papers to enter 
country for the pilgrim- 
-t ; ' ? age to Mecca in May, a 
'-^Palestinian minister revealed 
: \\ /Friday. Jamil Tarifi, who is in 
: -VJ';charge of civilian affairs, said 
-.-/however, that Israel had 
~ ^i?’tumed down the request and 
would be held responsible if 
---'' Israeli- Arabs could not make 
: ! s the pilgrimage. "We have 

■ ■ v been informed by the Saudis 

that all Palestinian pilgrims, 

; °^^ni3ii<tncluding those coming from 
the State of Israel, must have 
.a - "'^passports issued by the 
S Palestinian Authority to en- 
Tj Siwjer Saudi Arabia," he 
'^lisaid. "We were informed 
r f by the Saudis that the quota 
■•.1. ‘set for Palestinian pilgrims, 
:: v .^' which included Israeli Arabs, 
reduced from 15,000 last year 
?« f-’ to 10,000 this year," Mr. 

- Tarifi said. The Haj month 

• i;/ ..^starts around April 30. 

: r Sweden orders out 

Russian employee 

■ STOCKHOLM (AFP) — 
Sweden Friday ordered out 
an employee of the Russian 

'[..f trade delegation in Stock- 
-.v f holm whom it suspected of 
7 espionage, the justice minis- 
. * * try announced. Intelligence 
■’*' police (SaePo) arrested the 
. . employee, who did not have 
.. diplomatic status, on Thurs- 
' . day, the ministry said. SaePo 

. - chief Anders Eriksson re- 
fused to identify the em- 
- ployee but said his alleged 
; espionage activities had been 

' * in the “military sector.” The 

• *' r - • man had “tried to recruit a 
r ...Swedish citizen to get him to 

- r --’.supply "important official 
* :::* Swedish documents marked 

- - secret," Mr. Eriksson said. 
" - "It was an attempt to espion- 
... age and we succeeded in pre- 
. venting it," he added, declin- 
. •; ing to indicate whether other 


kills Israeli, injures 
nine in Galilee 


. :: persons, including Swedes, 
v . r had been questioned in con- 
- nection with the affair. No 
date has been fixed for the 
""'".T Russian employee’s expul- 
,, sion. 

i . . W>. u* 

Bomb kills one, 

: l e r ::r wounds 2 in Algeria 

. , r ALGIERS (AFP) — A 

police officer was killed and 
. .■ two others wounded in a car- 
. '. Z ’-bomb attack Friday in the 
7 *. .. northeastern, town of Turi 
: ...Ouzou, residents said. The 
7 ■.'."bomb exploded while the 
officers were checking the 
- 'car, which had been stolen a 

• ‘"[ day earfier. The sources said 
"'•’-'l the blast occurred in the 

■ 7. Haute- Ville district of the 
• -‘.town, which lies 110 
- '"kilometres east of Algiers 
. .and is the capital of the 
- ' mountainous Grand Kabylie 
-^region, largely inhabited by 
■ '' Berbers who are opposed to 
'extremists frying to unseat 

• the military-backed govern- 
aient. 

Ubya to broker 
. Jganda-Sudan peace 

CAMP ALA (AFP) — U- 
-ii: .iyan leader Muammar 
r «■- Jadhafi will mediate be- 
.. - ;^ween Uganda and Sudan to 
■ ' * ” ielp the two countries iron 
>ut their differences over 
lleged support for each 
. •■•ther’s armed opposition, 
.-Jgandan President Yoweri 
-7 Museveni said Friday. Speak- 

- ' >"ig upon his return from a 
'.,:hree-day official visit to 

. ..Kuwait, Mr. Museveni said 
. - Uganda was ready to attend a 
" teeting in Tripoli aimed at 
• ■ sobering up our rela- 
’■-onship.” The meeting will 

- - , s convened on a date yet to 

-5 set by Col. Qadhafi. 


"Moroccan group 
iars for detainees 

ABAT (R) — Morocco’s 
' t dependent human rights 
jr . ^ l.’ganisation said on Friday 
L political prisoners on 

nger strike in the central 
V y of Fez since March 7 had 
1 * 4 " en denied medical supervi- 

, 'n and were in serious con- 
■ ■ - ion. The association Maro- 

•- - . * ne des Droits de L'homme 
-^.d in a statement that Ben- 
.■ em Aounti and Doukali 
erkaoui went on a hunger 
' .ike three weeks ac;o to 
_. .. '>! . nand better conditions 
',■-..'■'1 visiting rights. 


SIDON (Agencies) — Guer- 
rillas unleashed a deadly 
rocket barrage on northern 
Israel Friday after one of 
their senior commanders was 
killed in daylong Israeli air 
raids on southern Lebanon. 

Israel Radio said one per- 
son was killed when a 
Katyusha rocket fired from 
Lebanon bit a residential 
building in the Galilee 
panhandle. Israeli military 
sources said at least nine 
others were wounded in the 
barrage, which targeted 
Kiryat Shmona and Metulla. 

Other rockets crashed in 
an Israeli-occupied strip in 
South Lebanon, only metres 
away from the border, 
Lebanese security sources, 
said. No casualties were re- 
ported in the enclave, known 
as the “security zone.” 

Earlier Friday, an Israeli 
soldier was reported killed 
and another seriously injured 
in a clash with HizboUah 
guerrillas on the edge of the 
zone. 

Three guerrillas were 
wounded in the clash which 
erupted after Israeli helicop- 
ters landed about 50 com- 
mandos at the Israeli-held 
hilltop outposts of Sojod and 
Sweida in the central sector 
of the zone. 

The troops deployed be- 
hind a massive artillery and 
tank bombardment. 

Tbe Lebanese sources said 
Israeli artillery barrages also 
targeted a string of villages 
north of zone, wounding four 
civilians, including a three- 
year-old boy and a woman. 

Friday’s air raids and 
ground duels were the worst 
this year. They coincided 
with a visit to Beirut by Rus- 
sian Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev, who is seeking to 
promote Arab- Israeli peace, 
(see separate story). 


HizboUah Secretary- 
General Sheikh Hass an Nas- 
rallah said his guerrillas laun- 
ched the Katyusha attack on 
northern Israel to avenge the 
killing of Rida Yassin, one of 
the group's 10 top comman- 
ders in the south, and an aide 
in an Israeli helicopter 
ambush ealier Friday. 

They were driving in their 
Mercedes-Benz sedan on a 
road southeast of Tyre, Leba- 
non’s southernmost city, 
when an Israeli Cobra heli- 
copter fired a single missile 
that set the car ablaze. 
Another rocket fired by a 
second Cobra landed in the 
nearby busb, starting a fire. 

The attack was reminiscent 
of a February 1992 helicopter 
ambush in which HizboUah 
leader Sheikh Abbas Musa- 
wi, his wife and their young 
son were killed. 

Yassin was buried at after 
sundown prayers in the mar- 
ket town of Nabatiyeh, facing 
the “security zone.” 

“The security of our 
population is no less impor- 
tant than the security of 
Israeli settlers,” Sheikh Nas- 
rallah, Hizbollah's current 
leader, said in a statement 
distributed in Beirut. 

“Jewish settlers across the 
border shall never be secure 
as long as our people in the 
south are inaiscriminately 
attacked by Israel's war 
machine,” he said. 

The Katyusha attack was 
the most serious since Hiz- 
bollata pledged to refrain 
from firing on Israel under a - 
July 31, 1993, trace brokered 
by U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher. 

The agreement followed a 
week-long Israeli blitz in the 
south in which 147 people 
were killed and 500 wound- 

(Continued on page 13) 


Kozyrev in Israel 
on peace mission 


TEL AVIV {Agencies) — 
Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev arrived in 
Israel on Friday on a Middle 
East peace mission as vio- 
lence flared up on both sides 
of the Israel-Lebanon bor- 
der. 

One person was killed and 
at least nine were injured 
when guerrillas fired 
Katyusha rockets into Israel’s 
northern Galilee region from 
southern Lebanon, police 
said (see separate story) 

Mr. Kozyiev, who arrived 
here from Lebanon, was to 
meet Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres late Friday be- 
fore talks with President Ezer 
Weizman and Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin on Sunday. 

The Russian envoy said 
earlier in Beirut that the Jew- 
ish state must implement 
U.N. Resolution 425 calling 
for a total and unconditional 
Israeli withdrawal from 
South Lebanon before there 
could be progress in the 
peace process. 

It is “important that there 
is progress in peace negotia- 
tions as quickly as possible 
and that there is no resort to 
force,” Mr. Kozyrev said af- 
ter talks with his Lebanese 
counterpart Fares Bouez. 

“That is why we talked of 
the application of Resolution 
425” adopted in 1978, he 
added. 

Mr. Kozyrev gave 
Lebanese President Elias 
Hrawi a message from Rus- 
sian leader Boris Yeltsin sup- 
porting Lebanon's territorial 
sovereignty and unity. 

Newspapers here specu- 
lated that Mr. Kozyrev would 
bring Mr. Rabin a message 
from Syrian President Hafez 
A1 Assad, whom he met 
Thursday in Damascus. 

Mr. Kozyrev said Friday 
that he had "noticed a desire - 
to push forward negotia- 
tions” in Damascus. 

He said earlier he had 
brought “ideas” to Damascus 
that could help the Syrian- 
Israeli negotiations, which 
are deadlocked over the 


scope and timing of a planned 
Israeli pullout from the 
Golan Heights. 

Meanwhile Israel Friday 
reaffirmed its opposition to 
tbe export of Russian nuclear 
reactors to Iran ahead of Mr. 
Kozyrev’s visit. 

“We view this delivery 
with the gravest concern. 
Such an action increases the 
risk of conflict in the region,” 
said government spokesman 
Oded Ben Ami. 

Russian reactors could be 
used for., military, purpose, 
despite Iran’s denials, Mr. 
Ben Ami told AFP. 

In Beirut, Mr. Bouez wel- 
comed Moscow’s peace- 
promoting efforts, saying its 
“experience and knowledge 
enables it to play a role in 
supporting current efforts to 
reach a just peace.” 

At the Foreign Ministry in 
Beirut, Mr. Kozyrev also met 
with Economy and Trade 
Minister Hagop Demerjian 
and signed an agreement on 
bilateral economic coopera- 
tion. 

Asked about his talks with 
Syrian leaders in Damascus, 
Mr. Kozyrev said he had 
lengthy and detailed discus- 
sions of the peace process 
with President Assad and 
Foreign Minister Farouq A1 
Sharaa. 

“We hope we will be able 
to contribute to solving the 
problems,” he said. 

“Regarding the Syrian- 
Israeli track I believe great 
efforts will have to be made 
to reach success on this track 
and Russia is ready to make 
the maximum effort to 
achieve this goal,” he said in 
a statement handed to repor- 
ters. 

Mr. Kozyrev's fivfr-hour 
Beirut stopover, sandwiched 
between more substantive 
visits to Egypt, Syria and 
Israel, was the first to Leba- 
non by a foreign minister of 
the former Soviet Union or 
Russia in nearly 40 years. 

Dmitri Shepilov was the 
last Soviet foreign minister to 
visit Beirut in 1956. 



His Majesty King Hussein, accompanied by reviews a guard of honour at the U.S. Defence 
U.S. Defence Secretary William Perry (left), Department on Thursday (AFP photo) 

Prince Hassan returns home 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan returned home 
on Friday after visits to Ger- 
many, Austria and Spain. 

Shortly after his arrival. 
Prince Hassan was sworn in 
as Regent before the Council 
of Ministers. 

In a statement to the press. 
Prince Hassan said his talks 
in Germany with Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl and other 
senior officials were good and 
reflected the desire of the 
European Union to enhance 
cooperation with Jordan and 
other Middle Eastern coun- 
tries, especially after signing 
Arab-Israeli peace treaties 
similar to the one signed be- 
tween Jordan and the Jewish 
state. 

He said the European de- 
sire to enhance cooperation 
constitutes a new step in 
cooperation between the EU 
and the Middle East, particu- 


larly a summit for the coun- Royal Highnesses Prince 

tries of the Mediterranean Abaullah, Princess Rania, 

will be held soon. Prince Faisal and Princess 

He said his talks with the Sumaya, Chief Chamberlain 
German officials concen- Prince Ra’d Ben Zeid, Prin- 
trated in particular on flnanc- cess Majda, Prince Nayef 
ing dam projects in the north- Ben Ali and Princess Wijdan 

era Jordan Valley as well as Ali. 

water pipelines and infras- They were aim received by 
tracture projects. acting Prime Minister Abdul 

The Crown Pnnce said A j Rawabdeh, Upper 

1995 will be ‘ tire year for House of Parliament Speaker 
building our self-confidence. Ahmad A1 Lawzi, the King’s 
We hope to achieve every- advisors, the Crown Prince’s 
thing serving the interests of advisor, the Cabinet mem- 
citizens and the region, m hers, the mayor of Amman, 
addition to strengthening sta- die chief Islamic justice, the 
bility and resuming bilateral chairman of the Joint Chiefe 
efforts for cooperation be-- ^ the Public Security 
tween the countries of the Department director, senior 
region and achieving Arab officials and the ambassadors 
reconciliation, especially that of Germany, Austria and 
there were strenuou^eSoos — . m Amman, 

to achieve this reconaliatiDn, 
t baviug.fi© .far 14 Arab coun- Accompanying I 
tries agreeing to it.” san on his visits n 

Prince Hassan was re- Royal Highnessej 
ceived at the airport by Their Sarvath and Princ 


Accompanying Prince Has- 
san on his visits were Their 
Royal Highnesses Princess 
Sarvath and Prince Rashed. 


Qadhafi restates refusal 
to extradite suspects 


TRIPOLI (Agencies) — Li- 
byan leader Muammar ‘ 
Qadhafi has insisted he will 
not hand over two Libyan 
suspects in the 1988 Locker- 
bie bombing to another coun- 
try for trial, the official news 
agency JANA reported Fri- 
day. 

The report came after tbe 
U.N. Security Council de- 
cided Thursday to maintain 
sanctions against Tripoli to 
force it to hand over the two 
Libyans wanted for trial in 
the United States and Bri- 
tain. 

“Libya has made all the 
necessary arrangements for a 
fair trial of the two accused,” 
Colonel Qadhafi said. 

It cannqtjjeliver them “to 
another country.’., "without" 
their consent and without 
violating the constitution," 
the Libyan leader added. 

JANA earlier denounced 
the renewal of sanctions as 
"unjustified and illogical" 
and charged that the Libyan 
people had become victims of 
"U.S. terrorism." 

It was “no longer surpris- 
ing to note such an illogical 
decision by the U.N. Security 
Council,” which the agency 
said had become in effect an 
“American council .” 

Tripoli has consistently de- 
nied involvement in the 
bombing of U.S. airliner over 
Lockerbie, Scotland, in De- 
cember 1988 that killed 270 
people. 

But it bas agreed to allow 
the two suspects, Abdul Bas- 
set A1 Megrahi and Lamen 
Khalifa Fhima, to be tried 
before the Internationa! 
Court of Justice in the 
Hague. 

The U.N. Security Council 
also wants Libya to cooperate 
with a French investigation 
into a bomb attack on a UTA 
flight which exploded over 
Niger in 1989, killing 170 
people. 

The sanctions package, im- v 
posed in 1992 and later 
strengthened, include an 
arms embargo on Tripoli as 
well as a freeze on certain 
Libyan assets abroad and a 
ban on the supply of some oil 
industry equipment. 

Col. Qadhafi has vowed to 
challenge the air embargo by 
sending pilgrims to Mecca in 


Saudi Arabia aboard Libyan 
aircraft for the annual pil- 
grimage in May. 

African foreign ministers 
left Libya Friday after prom- 
ising to mediate between tbe' 
West and Libya over tbe 
bombing JANA. 

The foreign ministers from 
Ghana, Tunisia, Cameroon, 
Zimbabwe and Uganda met 
Col. Qadhafi on Thursday. 
They offered to try to set up a 
diplomatic channel between 
Western countries and Libya 
to resolve the dispute, JANA 
said. 

"We have derided to take 
some steps with the aim of 
facilitating negotiations and 
we will talk with all con- 
cerned parties in an attempt 
to lind any basis for these 
negotiations,” Ghanaian 
Foreign Minister Obeid Bow 
Azamawah was quoted as 
saying. 

Meanwhile, OAU 
Secretary-General Salim 
Ahmad Salim on Thursday 
criticised the Security Coun- 
cil’s derision and called on 
the United Nations to pursue 
a dialogue with Libya. 

“This derision is all the 
more regrettable, coming as 
it does at a time when the 
Libyan authorities are show- 
ing greater... flexibility to 
cooperate with the United 
Nations,” he said m Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia. 

“This decision will only 
prolong the misery' and suf- 
fering which has been im- 
posed upon the innocent peo- 
ple of ubya and those of the 
neighbouring states,” he 
added. 

A Libyan newspaper has 
announced a S4 billion re- 
ward for the capture of for- 
mer U.S. President Ronald ^ 
Reagan and former British 
Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher to go on trial on 
Libya. 

the government daily A1 
Zahf A1 Akhdar published ! 
photographs of Mr. Reagan ; 
and Mrs. Thatcher with the 
caption in bold print: 
“Wanted, $4 billion reward. 
"It did not say who would put 
up tiie cash. 

The United States is offer- 
ing $4 million for the capture 
of the Libyan suspects in the 
Pan Am bombing. 


[Rabin 
urges 
world aid 
for Arabs 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin on Friday urged 
the international community 
to provide more economic 
aid to the Palestinians and 
Arab countries malting peace 
with the Jewish state. 

“We want the Arab coun- 
tries and the people that 
make peace with Israel to be 
assisted by those in the world 
that can afford it," Mr. Rabin 
told a conference of foreign 
ministry officials from 55 
countries. “I would tike to 
see Egypt, Jordan and the 
Palestinians assisted, econo- 
mically for peace to be 
stable.” 

Israeli officials have com- 
plained that Western donors 
.have been slow to provide 
promised aid to the economi- 
cally desperate Palestinians, 
undercutting support for the 
September 1993 Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) autonomy 
pact. 

Mr. Rabin said poverty 
created “fertile ground” for 
Islamic fundamentalist move- 
ments, which he termed the 
main obstacle to peace in the 
region - 

He also said the collapse of 
communism in recent years 
has not brought about the 
"new world order” hailed by 
former President George 
Bush. 

“What we face now is a 
‘new world disorder,” Mr. 
Rabin said. “The internation- 
al situation has not stabilised. 
The end of the cold war.. . has 
not created a situation in 
which local and regional con- 
flicts will not continue.” 

“I believe there is no solu- 
tion yet how to cope with 
local and regional conflicts,” 
he said, noting unrest in Afri- 
ca, Eastern Europe and the 
Middle East. 

A senior PLO official said 
meanwhile that Israel bad 
violated its peace deal with 
the Palestinians by prevent- 
ing him from leaving setf- 
rufed Gaza for the West 
Bank twice this week. 


‘Syria ready for low-level Israel ties’ 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Syria will allow Israel to open a low-level 
diplomatic office in Damascus before withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights is complete, a newspaper reported Friday. The gesture, 
which indicated that Syria is responding to Israel’s demand that a 
gradual pullback coincide with normalisation of ties, came during a 
visit by U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher earlier this . 
month, the daily Yedioth Ahronoth said. Deputy Foreign Minister 
Yossi Beilin said he could not confirm the report and noted that 
Americans involved in the negotiations say that if significant 
progress is not made on the Syrian (rack within nine mouths a 
peace treaty in 19% is unlikely. Israeli national elections are in 
1996 and polls are showing a deterioration of support for prime 
minister Yitzhak Rabin. Mr. Beilin, speaking to Israeli army radio 
from New York, said that as a result of slow progress made in 
Washington this week on security issues, Dennis Ross was 


expected to visit Syria and Israel soon. “I assume that the trip will 
lead to talks between Syrian-Isracli high ranking officers and it is 
possible that after that we will reach the wished-for break- 
through," Mr. Beilin said. 


Price: Jordan 150 Fils 

Kin g, Queen meet 
Jordanians living 
in American capital 


WASHINGTON (Petra) — 
Their Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor on Friday 
met at their residence in 
Washington with members of 
the Jordanian ’community in 
the American capital. 

King Hussein briefed the 
Jordanain community on the 
Middle East peace process 
and stressed that Jordan's 
moves to have peace with 
Israel came after Egypt 
signed a peace treaty with tbe 
Jewish state and after all 
Jordanian political and intel- 
lectual trends agreed to the 
choice of peace. 

He said Jordan’s decision 
to sever its legal and adminis- 
trative ties with the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank was in 
harmony with the 1974 Arab 
summit and in response to 
the Palestinian and Arab de- 
sire to have the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) as the sole legitimate 
representative of tbe Palesti- 
nian people. 

“Jordan did not take the 
decision to sever ties (with 
tiie West Bank) to distance 
itself from the Palestinian 
brethren, but to give them a 
chance to move in the direc- 
tion they choose in full free- 
dom.” King Hussein said. 

He pointed that since the 
time of the Great Arab Re- 
volt, Jordan was the closest 
to the Palestinian problem 


and tbe Palestinian people. 

He stressed that Jordan 
will always remain an exam- 
ple to be followed by others 
in terms of political plural- 
ism, respect for human 
rights, cooperation, under- 
standing and constructive di- 
alogue. 

The meeting was attended 
by Their Royal Highnesses 
Prince Ali, Prince Hamzeh 
and Princess I man. Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, Royal Coun Chief 
Marwan A1 Qassem, Foreign 
Minister Abdul Karim At 
Kabariti, Jordanian Ambas- 
sador in Washington Fayez 
A1 Tarawneh and the King’s 
military advisor Major- 
General Hmeidi A1 Fayez. 

On Thursday. King Hus- 
sein met with Arab ambassa- 
dors in Washington. 

King Hussein also met with 
U.S. Defence Secretary Wil- 
liam Perry and discussed Jor- 
dan's defence requirements, 
means of enhancing scopes oP 
cooperation and exchange of 
expertise between the U.S. 
Defence Department and the 
Jordanian Armed Forces. 

The King, who called at 
the Defence Department, 
held a closed meeting with 
Mr. Perry before being 
joined by Jordanian and U.S. 
officials. 

(Continued on page 13) 


Turkish forces report 
clashes in northeast 


ANKARA (Agencies) — 
Turkish soldiers on Friday 
killed 29 Kurdish rebels in a 
stepped up military campaign 
in southeast Turkey while the 
army pressed its offensive in. 
northern Iraq to wipe out 
guerrilla camps. 

The clashes occurred in 
Sirnak province on the Iraqi 
border and in Bitlis province 
further north, the regional 
governor’s office in Diyarba- 
kir said. 

In previous action starting 
from Wednesday, 55 Kurdish 
rebels were killed in various 
clashes in the southeast, the 
office said. 

No military casualties were 
reported. 

The action indicated that 
Kurdish Labour Party (FKK) 
rebels were attempting to 
challenge the army with smal- 
ler units inside Turkey in 
retaliation for the military’s 
operation in northern Iraq. 

That operation involves a 
part of iforthem Iraq control- 
led by Iraqi Kurds who want 
independence from Baghdad. 
Patrolled by allied warplanes 
since the end of the Gulf war, 
the area is beyond the reach 
of Iraq's military. 

Turkey hopes to rely on 
the Iraqi Kurds, who are 
fighting among themselves, 
to keep Turkey’s border se- 
cure if rebels return to north- 
ern Iraq, said the deputy' 
foreign minister, Ozdem San- 
berk. “It is their responsibil- 
ity," he said. 

Turkey made a security 
arrangement with them in 
1992 after a similar coss- 
border operation, but it nev- 
er worked because of Iraqi 
Kurd infighting (see page 2). 

"We do not have any dates 


fixed for withdrawal. But it 
will not be months and no 
single soldier will be left in 
northern Iraq," Mr. San berk 
told tbe Associated Press. 

His comments contradicted 
the chief aide to Prime Minis- 
ter Tansn Ciller, who sug- 
gested Turkey wants to keep 
ground troops in northern 
Iraq under tiie umbrella of 
the U.S.-led allied air force 
patrolling the area. 

The PKK said meanwhile 
the operation has cost the 
Turkish army more than 500 
lives, against 21 guerrillas kil- 
led. 

“This is yet another of the 
series of failures of the Tur- 
kish army in its 10-year cam- 
paign to defeat our revolu- 
tion," said PKK chief Abdul- 
lah Ocalan. 

• “The guerrillas are every- 
where. We always deploy our 
forces according to the move- 
ments of the Turkish army 
and the operations it plans,” 
be said in an interview pub- 
lished, in the Nicosia news- 
paper Cyprus Weekly. 

A defiant Ocalan said PKK 
guerrillas were dispersed in 
tiie mountains of northern 
Iraq and launching ambushes 
on Turkish forces, leaving 
hundreds of casualties. 

The PKK leader pointed 
out that Turkish television 
had not shown the bodies of 
fighters killed as it usually 
does after army operations in 
southeast Turkey. 

European countries have 
voiced mounting concern 
over the incursion, amid fears 
that it could turn into a long- 
term occupation because of 
the power vacuum in north- 
ern Iraq. 


Arab Bank presents 
budget, final account 

Amman — The Arab Bank 
SAare/10/ders’ general HHR r .".'sk 

assembly held its 65tb Htttf ‘-M 

meeting at the Arab Bank Bj|S& 

Building in Amman under KIIS, * r ' 

the chairmanship of Mr. 

Abdul Majeed Shoman, 

Chairman of the Board of ~~ ' 

Directors, and in the pre- , 

settee of the representative Mtea- 

of the comptroller of com- 
parties at the Ministry of rv jfE&fc W 
Industry and Trade 
together with a group of 
the Arab Bank sharehol- 
ders from various Arab iMm 

countries. al accounts and the board 

The meeting discussed of directors' report pub • 
the general budget, the fin- lished inside. 
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Home & Middle East News 


Beilin urges ‘active’ U.S. 
role in Syria- Israel talks 


By George S. Hishmeh 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Israeli Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter Yossi Beilin urged the 
United States to take a high- 
profile "active” role in the 
ongoing talks between Israel 
and Syria whose ambassadors 
are at present meeting in 
Washington. 

The Israeli deputy foreign 
minister voiced nis plea dur- 
ing the “face-to-face" prog- 
ramme March 30 at the Car- 
negie Endowment for Inter- 
national Peace here. 

"We need an active Amer- 
ican role in our part of the 
world." he said in reply to a 
question. "If the Americans 
are not involved, we are not 
going to have peace in the 
next nine months” — a critic- 
al date since there will be 
general elections in both 
' Israel and the United States 
in 1996 and the two coun- 
tries, he added, would then 
be overwhelmed with the 
reelection campaigns. 

He said U.S. shuttling be- 
tween the capitals of Israel 
and Syria can “change the 
i situation" and cited as evi- 
dence the results of Secretary 
of State Christopher's recent 
visit to the Middle East, 
which resulted in the resump- 
tion of the ambassadors' talks 
in Washington. 

Mr. Beilin argued that had 
Mr. Christopher gone to the 
Middle East a month later, 
the Syrian-Israeli talks would 
have consequently resumed 
at a later date, and that con- 
versely, had he gone a month 
earlier the talks could have 
started then. 

Peace, Mr. Beilin con- 
:tmued, should be an impor- 
■ tant “strategic target" for the 
-United States, and he 
pointed to the costs of the 
1973 and 1991 wars in the 
region. He added, matter-of- 
factly, that the cost of peace 
.is much less than the cost of 



Yossi Beffin 


;war. 


He said that a U.S. role is 
“vital" for achieving an 
Israeli-Syrian peace and 
equally important for “main- 
taining" peace with the other 
Arab parties. 

The Israeli official raised 
the possibility that Syria may 
not yet be ready to make 
peace with Israel despite its 
acceptance of the peace op- 
tion following its participa- 
tion in the Mideast peace 
conference in Madrid in 
October 1991 and other re- 
cent gestures. 

“I say honestly, I do not 
know whether (President 
Assad) wants peace with 
Israel,” Mr. Beilin declared. 
The Syrian leader remains an 
“enigma" for the Israelis, he 
added. 

He told a questioner, 
however, that it is not enough 
for both Israel and Syria to 
know each other's position 
for the talks to succeed. He 
acknowledged that neither 
the Syrians nor the Israelis 
have spelled out their posi- 
tions on peace and withdraw- 
al from the Golan Heights, 
which Israel occupied in the 
1967 Arab-Israeli war. 

Mr. Beilin also repeated 
his call for “accelerating" the 


negotiations with the Palesti- 
nians so that the so-called 
final status issues — Jeru- 
salem, permanent borders, 
refugees — could move 
simultaneously with the dis- 
cussions now under way on 
Palestinian elections and 
Israeli redeployment. 

The Israeli deputy foreign 
minister said in defence of his 
position for a speed-up that 
May 19% is the “latest date 
to negotiate the final status 
issues' 1 in accordance with 
the Oslo peace accord signed 
in 1993. 

He held out the possibility 
that the talks on Palestinian 
elections, which should be 
concluded by July 1, could 
possibly not meet the dead- 
line agreed upon by the lead- 
ership of the two sides. 
Accordingly, he added, 
accelerating the process 
might bring a solution. 

He recognised that starting 
the final status talks may 
open a “Pandora’s box" but 
he expressed confidence that 
a solution is possible. 

“I believe there are solu- 
tions for all the problems," 
he stressed. “We are in a 
world of crazy solutions. We 
just have to understand the 
red lines of each side," mean- 
ing the parties have to recog- 
nise the limit of their conces- 
sions. 

After' noting that Israelis 
can now travel to several 
Arab countries — "This is 
the kind of paradise we have 
dreamed of for many years" 
— Mr. Beilin said the “big- 
gest challenge” for Israelis 
nowadays is defining their 
future role in the Middle 
East. 

In answer to a question, 
Mr. Beilin reiterated that 
Israel is willing to pull out 
from the “security belt' 1 it has 
in southern Lebanon once . 
the Lebanese government 
can reign in the Iranian- 
supported Hizbollah guerril- 
las. 


Americans visited in Iraq j ail 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
The prison conditions of two 
Americans jailed for eight 
years in Iraq are improving 
and they are allowed to read 
books and magazines, a Pol- 
ish diplomat who visited 
them said Friday. 

William Barloon, 39, and 
David Daliberti, 41, are “in 
much better shape than they * 
were before/ said Ryazan! 
Krystosik, who looks after 
U.S. interests in Iraq. 

“We will provide them 
with some newspapers, 
magazines and books," as 
well as items the two had 
requested such as vitamin 
supplements, food and clo- 
thing, Mr. Krystosik added. 

Mr. Barloon and Mr. 
Daliberti were arrested by 
Iraqi police on March 13 after 


straying across the border 
from Kuwait and were jailed 
on charges of “illegal entry.” 

The two civilian defence 
contractors who were work- 
ing in Kuwait are being held 
in Abu Ghraib jail, 30 
kilometres west of Baghdad. 

U.S. Secretaiy of State 
Warren Christopher urged 
their release Thursday, mast- 
ing they had “strayed in- 
nocently'* into Iraq. 

Iraq had nothing to gain 
from holding the pair, be said 
in a reference to U.N. sanc- 
tions imposed after the 1990 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 

However, Iraq said it did 
not believe the Americans 
had $ot lost in the Iraq- 
Kuwait border region. 

“A ditch has been dug, 
barbed and electrified wire 


has been erected, and it is 
difficult to believe there was 
a mistake," Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Mohamamd Said A1 
Sahaf told Radio Monte Car- 
lo. 

The jail sentences had “no 
political objective,” Mr. 
Sahaf said. “Any foreigner 
who breaks Iraqi law goes 
before the courts... there is 
no discrimniation. 

“The two Americans can 
lodge an appeal after a cer- 
tain period," he added. 

An appeal has to be lodged 
within a month of sentencing. 
If it fails only President Sad- 
dam Hussein has the author- 
ity to grant a pardon. 

Mr. Christopher warned 
Thursday that Baghdad will 
be held responsible for their 
safety. 


Iraqi Kurds only can keep out PKK — Barzani 


SALAHADIN (AFP — The 
only force capable of keeping 
tbe Turkish Kurdish separat- 
ist PKK from launching 
cross-border attacks are the 
villagers living along the bor- 
der, Iraqi Kurdish leader 
Massud Barzani said. 

“No central power, be it 
Iraqi or Turkish, can hinder 
them (the PKK) because the 
area is too big and too diffi- 
cult to control,” Barzani said 
in an interview on Thursday 
from his headquarters in tbe 
northern Iraqi town of Sala- 
badin. 

“Only the peoole who 
lived in the (border) villages 
can do that. It's like with a 
house. If it’s empty every- 
body can enter. But if there 
are people, they look after 
their possessions," he ex- 
plained. 

Iraqi Kurds must be en- 
couraged to return and re- 
build their villages in the 
mountainous border region, 
which was devastated by the 
Iraqi army during the 1980s 
to create a “security zone," 
he said. 

Mr. Barzani acknowledged 
that Iraqi Kurds sympathised 
with fellow Kurds on the 
other side of the Turkish 


border, in the face of the 
Turkish army’s incursion into 
northern Iraq launched on 
March 20 to hunt down the 
PKK. 

“But this doesn't mean 
that they support each other 
in fighting against the central 
power... The people living 
there in the border area are 
well aware of their limits." 

Officials in Ankara have 
said only a return of Bagh- 
dad's authority can restore 
order in Iraqi Kurdistan, in 
the long term. 

Pending the return of Iraq 
to the international fold, af- 
ter its ostradsation since the 
August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait, they have also raised 
the idea of an international 
force to control the region 
and keep out tbe PKK. 

Mr. Barzani, leader of the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP), rejected charges 
from the rival Patriotic Union 
of Kurdistan (PUK) that his 
fighters were supporting the 
Turkish incursion into the 
border area controlled by the 
KDP. 

Tm totally against this in- 
trusion and any long-term 
Turkish presence but- we 
simply can’t do anything be- 


sides international lobbying 
and complaining when the 
Turks mount air raids on 
villages or harass our peo- 
ple,” he said. 

Mr. Barzani asked how the 
KDP was supposed to con- 
front the might of the Turkish 
army. “With what? With our 
weapons, against this huge 
force?" 

But British Deputies who 
visited the border region said 
Tuesday that the KDP was 
backing Turkish forces. 

“There was some evidence 
that local members of the 
KDP were supporting Tur- 
kish forces,” said Jim 
Cousins of the opposition 
Labour Party. “That may be 
a load matter but it was 
clear." 

The KDP and PUK have 
controlled northern Iraq 
since the end of tbe 1991 Gulf 
war, in defiance of Baghdad 
and with the backing of a 
U.S.-led allied force based in 
Southeast Turkey. 

But the two groups have 
dashed since last May, not- 
ably over customs revenues 
from trade across the Turkish 
border. More than 2,000 peo- 
ple have reportedly been kil- 
led. 


Multilateral peace talks seen gaining importance 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
: In the sputtering Middle East 
peace process, the other side 
of the coin — the multilateral 
| negotiations on region-wide 
issues — is slowly 'gaining 
;some belated sparkle. 

“In some ways, they have 
surpassed expectations,” said 
a high State Department offi- 
cial who is intimately in- 
volved in the slow-moving 
talks, .which are about to 
enter their eighth round 
when the Steering Group 
meets in Switzerland in 
May. 

The multilaterals are not a 
substitute for the bilaterals, 
he said, but they do provide 
support for the direct talks 
among the former adversar- 
ies. More significantly, he 
continued, the multilaterals 
“allowed us to maintain con- 
tacts with the parties at times 
when there were difficulties," 
adding, “They have 
cushioned some of the diffi- 
culties in the bilateral nego- 
tiations." 

From the beginning, the 
Middle East peace process, 
now in its fourth year, was 
fashioned to proceed along 
two simultaneous tracks. The 
first was direct, often 
headline-grabbing, bilateral 
negotiations between Israel 
and its Immediate neighbours 
— Syria, Lebanon. Jordan 
and the Palestinians. 

The other track was the. 
unobtrusive multilateral 
negotiations — the so-called 
“stealth peace process" — be- 
cause it was not usually in the 
limelight. These covered 
issues that impact the region 
as a whole such as water- 
sharing and refugees. 


The State Department offi- 
cial, who spoke anonymous- 
ly, explained that the region- 
al talks were originally de- 
signed to “complement" the 
bilateral negotiations. 

A wrinkle in this aspect of 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess is the absence of both 
Syria and Lebanon from the 
regional discussions. Both 
have refused to date to take 
part until there is significant 
movement in the bilateral 
negotiations. At the moment, 
the Syrian and Israeli ambas- 
sadors are meeting behind 
dosed doors in Washington 
in a bid to resolve the impas- 
se between them. This round 
came as a result of Secretary 
of State Warren Christ- 
opher's trip to the region 
earlier this month. 

What the multilaterals 
were supposed to do, accord- 
ing to the State Department 
official, is “help people start 
thinking in a serious way 
about what you do once you 
achieve a peace treaty, and 
how do you organise yourself, 
to take advantage of a com- 
prehensive peace?" 

The bilateral talks, he con- 
tinued, deal with finding a 
political solution to the con- 
flict, but in the end the region 
will have to confront many 
problems covering economic, 
environment and water- 
sharing issues. 

With this future in mind, 
the 36 participants in the 
organisational meeting held 
in Moscow within three 
months after the Madrid con- 
ference opened in October 
1991, agreed to establish five 
working groups: 

— The Arms Control and 


Regional Security Working 
Group which focuses on 
“confidence-building mea- 
sures" as well as arms control 
issues, including information 
exchange, maritime mea- 
sures, and verification. 

— The Regional Economic 
Development Working 
Group which has put 
together an action plan of 
projects, and set up a moni- 
toring group to ensure follow 
up - 

— The Water Resources 
Working Group which holds 
workshops and studies water 
conservation, water sector 
training needs, desalination, 
and enhancing water data 
availability. 

— The" Refugee Working 
Group which addresses fami-* 
ly reunification, training and 
job creation, public health 
and child welfare, and social 
and economic infrastructure. 

— The Environment 
Working Group which is de- 
veloping an environmental 
code of conduct and regional 
responses to issues dealing 
with oil-spill contingencies, 
desertification, and waste wa- 
ter treatment in small com- 
munities. 

Some American officials 
are now as enthused about 
the slow-paced multilateral 
sessions as they are about the 
bilateral talks- 

Dan Kurtzer. the deputy 
assistant secretary who until 
recently handled Near Eastern 
Affairs at the State Depart- 
ment, pointed out that the 
multilaterals have undergone 
a “significant transforma- 
tion” since the first meeting 
in Moscow. 

These negotiations are in 


the process of “transforming 
the region.” They have 
moved from their initial 
phase of serving as “educa- 
tional seminars to a point 
where people are looking at 
concrete activities." 

But perhaps their most im- 
portant contribution, he said 
recently, is how they have led 
to the breakdown of “psycho- 
logical barriers” between the 
Arab and the Israeli partici- 
pants. 

The Arabs and Israelis are 
now considering “institution 
building as a means of driving 
die process of regional recon- 
ciliation and critical progress 
among conflicting parties" 
during tbe multilateral dis- 
cussions, Mr. Kurtzer 
emphasised. 

It is important, the hijgh 
State Department official 
said in a background briefing, 
that the region take “own- 
ership of this process.” 
However, he continued “this 
can only happen when we 
have comprehensive peace." 

Here, he pointed out that 
the multilateral talks have 
been helpful in making peo- 
ple “start thinking in a se- 
rious way (about) what you 
do once you achieve a peace 
treaty and how you organise 
yourself to take advantage of 
a comprehensive peace." 

Among the achievements 
of these multilateral talks 
are: 

— An agreement to reha- 
bilitate small community wa- 
ter systems — the first Israeli 
proposals adopted by the 
Water Resources Working 
Group. 

— The Upper Gulf of 
Aqaba oil spill contingency 


plan in which Egypt, Jordan 
and Israel have begun im- 
plementing a plan to pool 
technology to protect this fra- 
gile regional resource. 

— Over $100 million for 
vocational and public finance 
management programmes for 
the Palestinians in the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

— An environmental 
agreement on a “code of 
conduct," a document that 
embodies the ground rules 
for dealing with these issues. 

— An agreement within 
the arms control group to 
establish a communications 
network linking the region's 
capitals as well as a conflict 
prevention centre in Amman 
with subsidiaries in Tunis and 
Doha. 

— Work on identifying 
road networks connecting 
Jordan and Israel, and a ring 
road linking Taba, Eilat and 
Aqaba. The United States is 
also sponsoring a study on air 
navigation needs to form the 
basis for the modernisation of 
the air traffic control systems 
in the region. 

Ultimately, the steering 
group is looking at “a vision 
of what the Middle East is 
going to look like in ten 
years," the State Department 
official said. 

Meanwhile, he continued, 
there is a feeling among some 
of the participants that they 
should move forward in the 
coming year with some of the 
progress made so far rather 
than develop new projects. 

“We want to make some 
progress on overall guidelines 
for the process (and) we are 
working on that in the steer- 
ing group." he concluded. 


Japan said 
to delay loan 
to Tehran 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher said on Thursday 
that Japan has held up con- 
cessional lending to Iran be- 
cause of U.S. pressure. 

He made the comment at a 
House of Representatives In- 
ternational Relations Com- 
mittee hearing to demons- 
trate that a highly visible 
Clinton administration cam- 
paign to contain Iran is pro- 
ducing some, albeit largely 
tentative, results. 


“The Japanese have re- 
cently once again held up 
some concessional loans that 
they would be making with 
respect to a dam in Iran," 
Mr. Christopher said, with- 
out providing details. 

“Now, that happens be- 
cause the United States is 
persuasive, because we’ve 
been trying to show the rest 
of the world that Iran is in a 
category almost all by itself in 
what they’re doing to under- 
mine the (Middle East) peace 
process and projecting terror- 
ism around the world. So 
what we do has a real effect," 
he said. 


It could not be immediate- 
ly determined if Japan told 
the United States how long it 
will delay lending to Iran. 

For years Japan, which is 
Iran’s biggest customer for 
crude oil, has been support- 
ing the construction in Iran of 
a giant hydroelectric dam on 
the Karun River costing hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars. 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, APRIL I, 1995 


Turkey’s Iraq offensive 
is a battle on two fronts 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey’s 
push into northern Iraq has 
forced it to fight on two 
different fronts, jousting with 
critics in Western capitals and 
hunting down elusive guerril- 
las on the remote mountain 
slopes of Iraqi Kurdistan. 

It is unclear how much 
success the 35,000 Turkish 
troops have had against Kur- 
dish Labour Party (PKK) 
guerrillas in the field. Iraqi 
Kurds say the rebels slipped 
deep in the mountains long 
before the cross-border op- 
eration began 12 days ago. 

And Ankara only fired its 
first diplomatic big gun on 
Thursday when it sent Fore- 
ign Minister Erdal Inonu on a 
tour of Western capitals and 
blasted its traditional ally 
Germany. 

Mr. Inonu said he would 
leave soon for Bonn, 
Washington and Paris to calm 
Western fears the offensive is 
too heavy-handed and could 
turn into a long-term occupa- 
tion of Kurdish areas of 
Iraq. 

“Contrary to false reports 
and misunderstandings, the 
duration and scope of the 
operation is limited. As soon 
as PKK camps and facilities 
in the region have been eli- 
minated our troops will with- 
draw," he said. 

Mr. Inonu, in the job for 
only four days, has a lot of 
ground to make up. Germany 
has suspended a planned de- 
livery of military hardware 
and freezed grants for two 
warships in anger at the op- 
eration. Turkey charged 
Bonn with breaiung North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) ranks. 

France on Thursday 
threatened a European Un- 
ion (EU) arms embargo on 
Turkey and said a customs 
union with Ankara set for 
1996 will be scrapped if Tur- 
key's army violates human 
rights in Iraq. 

EU criticism on Iraq is a 
setback to Ankara's decades- 
old ambitions to join the un- 
ion. Western Europe has 
often cold-shouldered Tur- 
key in the past over Ankara's 
treatment of its Kurdish 
minority in the country’s 


southeast. 

Allegations of human 
rights abuses have followed 
the Turkish army across the 
border. Iraqi Kurdish villa-* ^ 
gers besieged a complaints 
-centre on Thursday, saying 
they had seen Turkish troops " * " ^ 
murder an 18- year-old man *■' 
on a village street. 

A Turkish envoy at the 
centre, set up to liaise with 
Iraqi Kurdish civilians, said 
complaints were often “ex- 
aggerated." 

The International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
asked Turkey to let it evalu- ' 
ate civilian needs and help . ^ „ : 
the wounded and prisoners in * 
northern Iraq, a request *•' 
Ankara appeared to grant 

“The authorities of the 
Turkish security forces in 
northern Iraq shall welcome ' 
any opportunity of coopera- ' 
tion with tbe ICRC repre- 
sentatives,” the Foreign 
Ministry said in a statement 

Reports of clashes in 
northern Iraq were few. Tur- ' 
key’s military cancelled a ' ' 
scheduled news briefing on 
the operation in the Turkish 
city of Diyarbakir and did not 
release written statements on 
die conflict as it had done 
previously. 

The latest word from a top 
Turkish official on the fight- 
ing came from government 
spokesman Yildinm Aktuna 
after a cabinet meeting on 
Thursday. “The operation is 
continuing against limited 
targets," he told journalists 
in a short statement 

In news bulletins, state-run 
television played martial 
music and broadcast a call for 
rebels to give themselves up. 

Both sides have produced 
wildly differing casualty fi- 
gures. 

Turkey has begun a fresh 
offensive against the PKK 
inside Turkey with the trans- 
fer of 15.000 fresh troops to 
the rugged eastern province 
of Tunceli in recent days. 

Soldiers say a huge military 
drive in Tunceli over the win- 
ter produced few results 
against the well-ensconced 
rebels who are fighting for a 
Kurdish homeland in south- 
east Turkey. 
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Afghan government finds 
mass grave near Kabul 
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CHARASYAB (R) — 
Afghan authorities said on 
Thursday they had found a 
mass grave containing 22 
bodies at a former base for 
opposition student militia- 
men south of Kabul. 

Reporters watched as offi- 
cials dug up the bodies, 
buried on top of each other in 
an irrigation ditch about 300 
metres from the main road 
linking the town of Char- 
asyab with tbe capital Kabul. 

Ail the corpses, m varying 
stages of decay, were male. 
Their hands were tied behind 
their backs and they had been 
shot at least once in the bead. 
Witnesses found spent 
Kalashnikov ammunition 
lying nearby. 

The officials said 20 bodies 
were of ethnic Hazaras, a 
minority group living mainly 
in the southwestern suburbs 
of Kabul, and two were those 
of ethnic Uzbeks. 

They blamed the killings 
on the Taliban student mili- 
tia. driven out of Charasyab 
by government troops- 

There were conflicting re- 
ports on how the grave was 
discovered but villagers 
appeared to have been aware 
of the corpses for several 
weeks. 

A villager named Mir Aga 
said he saw Taliban fighters 
kill the men. He said he could 
not remember the precise 
date. 

It was in the late after- 
noon and we were over by a 


pump station on the other 
side of the road when we saw 
Taliban shooting each 
other," Aga said. 

“Some were sitting, some 
were standing. The Taliban 
later told us that they lolled 
them because they were 
Hezb-e-Wahdat prison 
guards who had physically 
abused the inmates," he said. 

There was no immediate 
independent confirmation or 
any comment from the Tali- 
ban militia. 

Charasyab has been under 
the control of three different 
rival militias in the past two 
months. 

Taliban captured the town 
from tbe Hezb-e-Islami fac- 
tion of former Prime Minister 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar on 
Feb. 14, at the climax of a 
rapid sweep through south- 
western Afghanistan. 

Most Hazaras are the fol- 
lowers of the opposition 
Shi'ite Muslim Hezb- e- 
Wahdat faction, whose lead- 
er Abdul Ali Mazari was 
killed on March 13 while be 
was held prisoner by the Tali- 
bans. 

One government official 
who declined to be identified 
said he believed the Talibans 
arrested the victims while 
taking over the area, and 
later killed them. 

Observers said it was possi- 
ble that any one of the three 
factions — Talib ans , Hezb- e- 
Islami or Hezb- e-Wahdat — 
could have been responsible. 
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Aramiu Cafbotte Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Cbnrcb Td. 

775261. 

SL Ephraim Cbnrch Td. 771751. 
Amman in w n uU twwi Church Tel. 
652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Td: 

824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical Con- 
gregation Td. 684195 
Tbe Latter-Day Saints Tol. 654932 
Chan* of Nazarene Td. 675691- 
Tbc Evangdfcal Local Church in 



Td. 811295 
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CHURCHES 


5L Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdfleh. Td. 810740 
Assemblies oT God Chardh, Td. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Chun* Td. 624590. 
Church or the A n onu dafl o a Td. 
637440. 

De la SaBe Church Td. 66175? 
Terrasaneta Chan* Tel: 622366 
Church at the Aunmdation Td. 
623541. 

Anglican Oran* Td. 630851. TeL 
628543. 


Bulletin supplied by tbe Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Temperatures arc expected to 
rise slightly with winds southeaster- 
ly moderate. In Aqaba, winds will 
be northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 9/23 

Aqaba 15/30 

Deserts 5/25 

Jordan Valley 14/27 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 21. Aqaba 29 Humidity 
readings: Amman 33 per cent. 
Aqaba 36 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Hanna Mansour 750197 

Dr. Yahya Abdul $afcun .... 736072 

Dr. SaidTawfiq AH 788285 

Dr. Arafat Ashnab 602507 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRfilD: 

Dr. Mohammad Al Hflu .... 279773 
Alquds pharmacy (— ) 

ZAKQA: 

Dr. Akram Haddad 985550 

Khalifdi pharmacy 985417 

emergencies 

Food Control centre 637111 

Ciwl Defence Department 661111 
Owl Defence Immediate 

Rcw* 630341 

Ciwi Defence Emergency ...... 199 


Rescue PoBcc 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617\0\ 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

fthficSecarity Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

PrittCtanplaiiitx ....661176 

Water ana Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipafity 

Comphmus 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

RndioJofdan 774111 

Water Anthony 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

« ■ „ 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity, J. Arm) 

644281/6 

Akuch Maternity, J. Anui. 

642441/2 


Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malbw. J- Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmehani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abaali 666127/37 

Al-AhJi. Abdali 664164/6 

Itafiaa. Al-Mubajrecn ... 777101/3 
Al-Basbir. J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army, Marks 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ....602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZAJtQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Him Modem Hospital (09W0990 

DUD; 

Princess Basra Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hosifflal (02^72275 
Ibn AlNaTceS Hospital <02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princes* Haya Hospital (03)314111 

FOB THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

77iis information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJI information 
department at tbe Queen Aba In- 


ternational Airport Td. {0815320&- 
5. where h should always be rati- 
fied. 


Paris. Damascus (AF) 

21 128 Laraaca(CY) 

SIS Cairo (MS) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

92:35 Anatalya (TK) 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

nights 

(Term Inal 1) 

05:45 Jakarta. Singapore (RJ) 

•feso Moscow (RJ) 

Aqaba ( RJ) 

OWI New Delhi f RJ) 

*9:55 Karachi. Dabai l RJ) 

*15 Beirut (RJ) 

Colombo (Rjj 

1540 ... New York, Frankfort i Rj) 

1*50 Cairo (Rjj 

lfc30 London, Berlin (RJ) 

IfcSO Vienna <RJ) 

29^0 Frankfort (add) (Rj) 

2 j9W Frankfort (add) (RJ) 

Brussels. Damascus (add) (RJ) 
93:15 London, Aqaba (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

«3£9 Vienna ( OS) 

*9:19 Damascus ( AZ) 

Jf-*9 Rome (AZ) 

London. Berlin (BA) 

Sanaa (IY) 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Rights 
(Terminal 1 ) 

Beirut (RJ) 

19M Frankfort (add) (RJ) 

19^9 Frankfort (add) (RJ) 

HKS Vienna (Rjj 

11:15 New York. Amsterdam (Rjj 

I,s 3S Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

Paris. Brussels (Rj) 

Aqaba, Paris (RJ) 

1*45 Bahrain, Doha (Rjj 

ZfeflS Lamaca(RJ) 

2*39 Jeddah (RJ) 

21:25 Abu Dhabi. Dubai ( Rjj 

21:39 Damascus (RJ) 

M:, 9 London (Rjj 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

87:30 Larnaca . Rome f AZ) 

Beirut (ME) 

“ :, 9 RomelAZj 

Vienna (OS) 

1W5 Dubai (EK) 

2M0 Hudaidah. Sanaa (IY) 

Zfc28 LarnaeafCYj 


23M Cairo (MS) 

23:10 Beirut, London (BAi 

Z&25 Amsterdam (KL) 

23*-59 Damascus, Beirut (AF) 

93J5 Anatalya (TK I 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAM 

Dq»- Araaa ... 8,-00 a.m. cvciy Mondty 

Arr. Drauscai SsOOpjo. every Mombjr 

Dq». Pwwn 7:30 a jd. every Sondaj 
Air. Amman .... £Wp.m. every Sudsf 


Uppcr/hwer price mGh per kg. 

Apple 700/500 

Banna 680 

Banana (MaJuunmar) 620 

Cabbage 130/70 

Carrot 190/80 

Cauliflower 200/ 140 

Cucumbers (large) 150/ 100 

Cucumbers (smaffl 280 / 300 

Eggplant 2001 160 

Garlic 1200/800 

Green beans 220/150 

Lemon 380 / 250 

Marrow (large) 100/60 

Marrow (small) 170/80 

Onkm (green) 240/ 140 

Onion (dry) yyy 200 

Orange 500/400 

Peas 550/400 

Pepper (hot) 440/300 

Pepj»r (sweet) 300/200 

Potato 300/200 

Spinach 200/100 

String Beans ...380/200 

Tomato 320/150 
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AUB MEDICAL CONFERENCE: Minister 
of Public Works and Housing and acting 
Minister of Health Abdul Razzaq Ensonr 
(second from left) Friday inaugurates the 
first medical conference of the American 
University in Beirut (AUB) Al umni Club, 
Deputising for Their Majesties King Hus- 
sein and Queen Noor, Dr. Ens onr deli- 
vered an opening addres in which he 
commended the conference, describing it 
as an opportune setting for the intellec- 


tuals of the Arab nation to meet and 
exchange professional experiences. He 
said the conference will discuss important 
working papers “reflecting our aspira- 
tions and ambitions for our educational, 
scientific and medical future, especially 
that we are now on the threshold of a new 
century.” After the opening session. Dr. 
Ensour opened a medical exhibition held 
on the sidelines of the two-day conference. 


European Investment Bank team 
to Kingdom ends 2-day visit 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Euro- 
pean Investment Bank (EIB) 
delegation on Friday left Am- 
man at the conclusion of a 
two-day visit to Jordan dur- 
ing which its members met 
with government officials for 
talks on the needs of the 
Jordanian government. 

The delegation's talks also 
covered the possibility of car- 
rying out investment projects 
in Jordan in view of develop- 
ments on the regional arena, 
especially in the water, tour- 
ism, transport and energy 
sectors. 


The delegation also visited 
projects financed by the bank 
or sites of future projects it 
will finance in Aqaba, the 
Jordan Rift Valley, the Dead 
Sea, A! Kafrein Dam and the 
Yarmouk River. 

Relations between Jordan 
and EIB date back to 1977 
when the Kingdom con- 
cluded with European Union 
(EU) a general cooperation 
agreement and signed four 
financial and technical pro- 
tocols covering the period 
1977-96. 


Under the terms of the 
agreement the EU presented 
Jordan with financial assist- 
ance in the form of loans and 
grants totalling 329 European 
Currency Units (S365 mil- 
lion). 

These projects included 
building the infrastructure of 
the Sahab Industrial Gty, 
establishing sewerage net- 
work in Salt, Irbid, Ramtha, 
Madaba, Zarqa and Ma'een 
several water projects and 
rebuilding the Amman- 
Aqaba road. 


Romania fully supports peace treaty — envoy 


AMMAN (Petra) — Roma- 
nian Ambassador to Jordan 
Antone Pascal has said his 
country fully supports the 
Jonianian-Israeli peace trea- 
ty, adding that the Bucharest 
government hopes that it mil 
lead to a just, comprehensive 
and lasting peace in the entire 
region. 

In a statement to the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, on 
the eve of the 30th 
— r ” ! anniversary of establishing 

iliul Fvi. bilateral relations with Jor- 

dan, which falls today, Mr. 
- Pascal praised the unique 

‘ Jordanian-Romanian rela- 


irnmeni: 


tions and expressed admira- 
tion of Jordan’s democratic 
march. 

He said his country main- 
tains close economic and 
trade relations with the King- 
dom, noting that Romania 
ranks second on the list of 
countries importing Jorda- 
nian phosphates after India. 

Mr. Pascal said the volume 
of trade between the two 
countries totalled $45 million 
In 1994 and he said he hoped 
that it will rise this year. 

He stressed that his coun- 
try will take part in the Am- 


man economic summit which 
will be held in October. 

Mr. Pascal said the Roma- 
nian prime minister is ex- 
pected to visit Jordan in June 
in an effort to enhance ex- 
isting economic and trade re- 
lations. 

He said his country is look- 
ing forward to the visit by His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan to Romania, 
noting char the Romanian 
president had extended an 
invitation to Prince Hassan 
during the Casablanca econo- 
mic summit. 



Rare brain tumour successfully 
removed from child 

AMMAN (Petra) — A chestnut-size brain 
tumour was successfully removed from an 
18-month-old child on Thursday by a Jorda- 
nian medical team. Neurologist and brain 
surgeon Ibrahim Subeih and ear, nose and 
throat specialist Mahmoud Asaad conducted 
the surgery at the Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery. Dr. Subeih said such a 
tumour was rare at this age, adding that it was 
removed by inserting an endoscope through 
the child's nostrils. Dr. Subeih said two week; 
ago the child was suffering from problems in 
the left eye and that X-rays revealed a tumour 
of the bare of the skull. He said that after the 
four and a half hour surgery the child was in 
stable condition. 

Conference to address Arab 
food security 

AMMAN (Petra) — The investment climate 
in the Arab World and the laws governing 
investments, in addition to Arab food security 
will figure high on the agenda of a five-day 
conference on Arab investment and food 
security which will be held here in mid- 
September. The conference, which is orga- 
nised by Ministry of Trade and Industry in 
cooperation with the General Federation of 


Arab Chambers of Commerce, Industry and 
Agriculture and the Arab Federation for 
Food Industries, will attract experts from the 
enitre Arab World, in addition to representa- 
tives of Arab and international organisations, 
companies and corporations. Participants in 
the conference will discuss Arab investments, 
food security, the packing and packaging 
industry, in addition to other related subjects. 

Low depression affects the 
country on Sunday 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Meteorology Depart- 
ment predicts a low pressure accompanied by 
a cola air mass will start affecting the country 
Sunday evening. In an interview with Jordan 
Television, Jamal Al Mousa of the Meteorol- 
ogy Department said rainfall is expected as of | 
Sunday evening through Tuesday. He added 
that a sharp drop in temperatures is expected. 
Mr. Mousa said that on Monday temperatures 
will drop by 7*C — and on Tuesday they will 
drop by 12 to 13t — much lower than the 
average temperature for the season. He said a 
rise in temperatures was expected yesterday 
and today because of a warm front preceding 
the low pressure coming from Italy. On 
Wednesday and Thursday, Apr. 5 and 6, 
temperatures are to rise gradually, but will 
remain below the seasonal average, Mr. 
Mousa said. 


Municipal elections to be held July 11 

Political parties to field candidates for local office 


By a Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Municipal elec- 
tions will be held throughout 
Jordan on July 11, marking 
the first time that the contest 
for local administration is 
held on the same day in ail 
parts of the Kingdom, Minis- 
ter of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment 
Nader Thuheirat has 
announced. 

The elections will also be 
the first time that Jordan’s 
new political parties will field 
candidates in municipal polls 
after the Kingdom enacted a 
new law on political parties in 
1992. 

As such the elections to the 
259 councils are expected to 
be a key test for the 23 
officially registered parties. 

Jordan held .its first multi- 
party elections in November 
1993 after enacting the new 
Political Parties Law in late 


1992. The law ended a 36- 
year hiatus in organised poli- 
tical parties in Jordan and 
was part of a wide democra- 
tisation process launched in 
1989. 

Mr. Thuheirat announced 
the date for the municipal 
polls and related details at a 
press conference held at the 
Ministry of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the En- 
vironment on Thursday. 

He said ministry officials 
had defined the municipal 
boundaries of 85 new coun- 
cils, raising the number of 
total muniapal bodies in Jor- 
dan to 259 in line with new 
regulations passed in Febru- 
ary. 

The elections will be for. 
seven council members, in- 
cluding a mayor, except in 
the Greater Amman area. 
Separate ballot papers will be 
provided for voting for coun- 
cil members and the mayor. 


All elections will be for the 
full council except for the 
Greater Amman Municipal 
Council where voters will 
elect only half the 50 mem- 
bers of the body. The ocher 
half will be appointed by the 
government, which mil also 
appoint the mayor of the 
capital. 

Voter registration for the 
polls will begin on April 11 
and end on May 15. The 
family book will tie the base 
document to determine voter 
eligibility, supported by cur- 
rent local tax/tariff bills as 
proof of residence, the minis- 
ter said. 

The registration authorities 
will place a special stamp in 
the family book to block any- 
one from voting more than 
once, he said. 

The voters’ registers are 
expected to be finalised by 
late June after appeals ana 
objections are heard and 


ruled upon. 

Candidate registration will 
be held in early July, allowing 
one week of campaigning, 
the minister said, appealing 
to potential candidates to 
limit their electioneering to 
“clear" methods. 

Any Jordanian above 25- 
year-olds, who does not have 
a criminal record and has 
paid his/her taxes in full, is 
eligible to run in the elec- 
tions. No quota is set aside 
for women members in muni- 
cipal council. The voting age 
is 19 years and above. 

Each voter will have the 
same number of votes as the 
number of members of the 
council. 

A high-level committee 
will be me final authority in 
ruling on election-related dis- 
putes. A massive force of 
civil servants divided into 
separate polling committees 


will supervise the actual poll- 
ing and counting procedures 
in the presence of candidates’ 
representatives. 

Polling booths will open at 
7 a.m. and will close at 5 p.m. 
except in cases where the 
concerned committee finds it 
necessary to extend the 
period by a few hours. 

It is likely that the day will 
be announced as a holiday, 
particularly for schools, 
where the actual polling will 
take place. 

The elections will be the 
first time that Jordan's poli- 
tical parties will officially vie 
for control for local adminis- 
tration. Prior to 1957, when 
political parties were banned 
following an aborted coup 
attempt, political parties 
were not interested in local 
administration. They only fo- 
cused on Parliament elec- 
tions, oldtimers say. 


Japan grants Jordan $7. 4m to help water sector 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Japan' is grant- 
ing aid worth 660 million yen 
($7.4 million) to help Jor- 
dan’s water sector, raising to 
more than S30 million 
Tokyo's assistance to the 
Kingdom since 1993. 

Japan is also expected to 
grant additional aid worth 
about $7 million soon, com- 
pleting the full amount of 
grant Tokyo has allocated for 
Jordan in 1994. 

The two governments are 
currently discussing grants 
during fiscal 1995, and 
Japanese officials said last 
week that they were awaiting 
definite requests from Jordan 
before taking up the issue 
further. No estimates were 
immediately available for the 
amount involved. 

The Japanese embassy said 


Thursday that Ambassador 
Yuji Ikeda and acting Minis- 
ter of Planning and Minister 
of Transport Samir Kawar 
signed notes related to the 
latest grant of S7.4 million 
which will be used to replen- 
ish workshops of the water 
Authority of Jordan (WAJ). 

It said the aid will be used 
to procure maintenance 
equipment for water supply 
facilities such as a work shaft 
griding machines, cylinder 
boring and milling machine' 
etc. for the water authority's 
central work in Amman and 
branch facilities in Irbid and 
Maan. 

The equipment will “con- 
tribute to tne efficient use of 
water, avoiding wasteful 
leakage and dropping which 
are widely observed in Jor- 
dan,” said foe embassy in a 
statement, adding the aid was 


in line with Japan’s support 
for the “Jordanian commit- 
ment to the peace process in 
the region.” 

The statement noted that 
Japan had been studying de- 
salination of brackish water 
and water network in Zarqa. 

Japan’s outright grants to 
Jordan had been limited until 
1992 because the per capita 
income in the Kingdom was 
higher than the SI, 305 ceiling 
for aid recipients. However, 
Tokyo made available long- 
term loans at favourable 
terms to Jordan, and now 
Japan holds about SI. 81 bil- 
lion of the Kingdom’s foreign 
debts. 

Tokyo started granting aid 
to Jordan in 1993 after the 
per capita income went below 
the ceiling, and Japan is now 
expected to be a main source 
to fund infrastructure pro- 


jects in the Kingdom. 

Japanese officials said last 
week that Jordan had to 
make specific project propos- 
als reeking financing rather 
than lumpsum Japanese aid 
since the Tokyo govern- 
ment's policy was to allocate 
grants on a project-to-project 
basis rather than granting a 
blanket amount to any gov- 
ernment. 

Hiroshi Shiojiri and Mitsu- 
gu Saito, two Japanese offi- 
cials who held talks with the 
officials from the Ministry of 
Planning, the Ministry of Wa- 
ter and Irrigation and the 
Ministry of Transport, said 
Tokyo was now awaiting spe- 
cific financing requests from 
Jordan. 

They affirmed that the pro- 
jects they discussed in Jordan 
include rebuilding the King 
Hussein Bridge and the 


Peace Bridge (formerly 
Sheikh Hussein Bridge) 
across the Jordan and mod- 
ernising the roads that link 
the bridges with main Jorda- 
nian highways. 

The reconstruction of the 
King Hussein Bridge and ac- 
cess roads is estimated to cost 
about $17 million, and the 
Peace Bridge and access 
roads $6 million. In addition 
are projects to modernise the 
North Shuneh-South Shuneh 
highway ($107 million) and 
the Irbid-Nortb Shuneh high- 
way ($23 million). 

Tokyo follows a policy that 
“project-specific” aid is tied 
to Japanese contractors and 
participation, while “non- 
project” aid is unconditional 
— meaning that the benefici- 
ary country could use the 
amount to import non- 
Japanese goods and services. 


Normalisation issue threatens to divide writers association 


By Sa’eda Kilonf 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The issue of 
normalisation, which 
brought down the adminis- 
trative committee of the 
Jordanian Writers Associa- 
tion (JWA) two weeks ago, 
is now threatening further 
divisions within the coun- 
try’s literary body. 

When seven members of 
JWA’s administrative com- 
mittee resigned two weeks 
ago they were not really 
quitting altogether. They 
were rather hoping that, in 
new elections, they would 
capture the JWA’s 11 seats 
and “would not have to 
deal with recurrent squab- 
blings” over the issue of 
normalisation.” 

Now, a weeks before the 
April 7 elections, they disc- 
overed that matters are 
more complicated than 
they had envisaged. 

One of those who res- 
igned, Hasbem Gharaibeh, 
was the first to nominate 
himself for JWA’s pres- 
idency shortly after the res- 
ignation of the administra- 
tive committee. Bnt he was 
the first to withdraw his 
candidacy. He said he 
could not “tolerate func- 
tioning in a chaotic atmos- 
phere” the same reason 
former president, Mu'nis 
Razzaz, cited for quitting. 

Mr. Gharaibeh said that 
a certain group, a minority 
in the administrative com- 
mittee, was constantly dis- 
rupting the committee’s 


meetings and creating 
chaos over the issue of 
cultural normalisation, or 
normalising cultural rela- 
tions with Israel. He said 
the association was not able 
to produce anything for an 
entire year because “this 
Salem Nahhas group ‘’was 
constantly busy trying to 
find ont who is with or 
against normalisation. Mr. 
Mahhas, a member of the 
Democratic Popular Party 
(Hashd), is running for 
JWA’s presidency for the 
first time. 

Mohammad Kharroub, 
who also nominated him- 
self for the administrative 
committee membership 
said be withdrew and for 
the same reason. 

Mr. Kharroub, also one 
of the seven who resigned, 
charged that the same 
group which used to create 
havoc in the past, under the 
slogan of combatting cultu- 
ral normalisation with 
Israel, is now escalating its 
propaganda against them. 
-^According to Mr. Khar- 
roub, “the Nahhas group" 
accused them of being 
associated with -the govern- 
ment. He said this accusa- 
tion was not valid since all 
the association's members 
bave a unifed stance 
against normalisation. 

But the Nahhas group 
wants to reduce all cultural 
issues to a debate over nor- 
malistion, he said. 

“Their only task is to 
accuse members of being 
pro-normalisation,” Mr. 


Kharroub said. “They 
would not be comfortable 
unless they sack mem- 
bens." 

Mr. Kharroub was refer- 
ring to writers Zuleikhah 
Abu Risheh and Hamadeh 
Fara’neh who were accused 
of “pro-normalisation.” He 
said the resigned members 
refused to dismiss them or 
take similar action against 
any other members, such as 
the Minister of Culture, 
Khaled Karaki. 

Mr. Nahhas said he did 
not attempt to discredit 
anyone nor to accuse them 
of anything. He said cultu- 
ral normalisation is an issue 
that should be discussed at 
length, and everyone has 
the right to voice his/her 
opinion. 

“The association is very 
week," Mr. Nahhas said. 
“There has been no serious 
work done. It is even incap- 
able of combatting norma- 
lisation.” 

The crisis in the associa- 
tion started when the hard- 
liners within the adminis- 
trative committee deman- 
ded that Suleiman Al 
Azru'i, an official at the 
Ministry of Culture, be 
sacked for attending a cere- 
mony at the northern bor- 
der crossing with Israel. 
This was the same group, 
however, that showed 
leniency at the invitation of 
Knesset member Hasbem 
Mahameed to Jordan. 

While all members final- 
ly rejected Mr. Maham- 
eed’s visit to Jordan, Mr. 


Razzaz resigned in protest 
against what he termed as 
petty squabblings although 
his faction had “a majority 
on the administrative com- 
mittee and at the associa- 
tion's base.” 

Mr. Razzaz said then 
that he could no longer 
operate in such an atmos- 
phere and he resigned. Six 
members of the administra- 
tive committee followed 
suit, but were planning to 
make a comeback to tbe 
association with a more 
forceful stand. 

That is why they were 
planning to run for the 
elections on a bloc basis 
so they would not only 
have majority as before, 
but would ensure the 
outcome of a harmo- 
nious administrative 
committee, they said. 

But the situation has 
completely changed. 

Five candidates have 
nominated themselves 
for the presidency: Mr. 
Nahhas, representing 
the hardliner camp, 
Aisha Khawajah 
Razem, who said she 
hoped to attract the sup- 
porters of Mr. Razzaz, 
and independents Issa 
Jarajerah, Saoud 
Qubeilat and Ibrahim 
Absi. 

Mr. Gharaibeh, 
however, said his deci- 
sion to withdraw was 
irreversible. 


“The association is on 
the verge of collapse,” 
Mr. Gharaibeh said. “At 
this stage, we are in dire 
need' of an effective 
cultural performance, 
but those who failed to 
achieve anything 
through their political 
parties are trying to ex- 
ploit the association as 
their forum. They are 
creating chaos.” 

Mr. Nahhas said: “Fm 
not trying to create 
problems for anyone. It 
was upon pressure from 
the general assembly 
that I nominated, myself 
for president.” 

Ms. Razem, the first 
woman to contest the 
JWA presidency, said 
she had a clear program- 
me on “normalisation” 
and felt confident that 
she would be able to 
attract considerable sup- 
port. 

“There is no specific 
strategy vis-a-vis norma- 
lisation that protests the 
intellectual” said Ms. 
Razem, who ran for the 
1989 parliamentary elec- 
tions but lost and with- 
drew in the 1993 elec- 
tions. “I will present a 
clear programme on nor- 
malisation basd on our 
historic and cultural 
perspective.” 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 




The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins 
and the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify 
the listed time and place with the concerned institutions . 

SECOND ARAB DRAMA FESTIVAL 

☆ Two plays entitled “Tlte Theatre of Sizarya” and “The 
Eyes of Maria and Sindbad” respectively at 7:00 p.m. 
and 8:30 p.m. at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

EXHIBITIONS 


■fr Exhibition of art by Leo Rialp at Institute Cervantes 
(the Spanish Cultural Centre). 

☆ Exhibition of prize- winning paintings by Czech students 
at the Royal Cultural Centre. Also showing another 

, exhibition entitled “Dialogue Between the Nature and 
the Artist” by landscape painter Ahmad Monnib. 

☆ Exhibition of oil paintings by Hamoud Chan tout at the 

■* Balqa* Art Gallery, Fuheis. 

-fr Exhibition of oil paintings by Yousef Baddawi at Alia Art 
Gallery. 

. ☆ Exhib ition of art by Ahmad Al Babili and Mohammad 
AH at the Phoenix Gallery for Culture and Alt. 

y * Exhibition of art by Rula Shukairy at the French 
Cultural Centre. 


‘Ghazir Al Leil’ to draw final curtain in Amman 

Area theatre critics see Egyptian folk tale in varying lights 


By Mohammad Mashariqa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — As part of the 
activities of the Amman Inter- 
national Theatre Festival 
which opened on March 27, 
the famous folk tale Egyptian 
play entitled "Ghazir Al Leil" 
goes into its last performance 
at the Royal Cultural Centre 
(RCC) tonight as critics ex- 
press mixed reviews. 

•‘The play’s plot is simple 
and known in Egyptian his- 
tory, changing according to 
time and place. Of course, 
people's imagination tradi- 
tionally adds several events to 
it out of their suffering and 
feelings,” says the play’s direc- 
tor, Hassan Gurattlie, who is 
also director of Al Warsha 
group which performs in tbe 
play, “It is an open story that 
can cany several colours of 
heritage over the generations: 
experiences of love and death 
and images of supernatural 
forces which determine man’s 
destiny. It is a voyage into 
human mazes and represents 
various versions of local lan- 


guage and folk music,” accord- 
ing to Mr. Gurattlie, billed by 
critics as one of the pioneers of 
Arab experimental theatre. 

Performances in Jordan of 
“Ghazir Al Leil" received 
mixed reviews from art critics 
and other interested parties, 
especially that its audience 
came to watch a recognised 
play that has been presented in 
various creative versions over 

the past five decades. 

So did Mr. Gurattlie succeed 
in presenting the story of 
“Hassan and Na'ima” in a new 
theatrical form? Jordanian 
Director Sawsan Darwazeh 
said she believed that Mr. 
Gurattlie gave artistic flashes, 
but did not develop any of the 
play’s dramatic events to the 
extent that they deserve. 

"It seemed as if the director 
was governed by an Orientalist 
complex in which he is in- 
terested, and thus presented 
the events as they are without 
any artistic actions to over- 
come the monotony of the 
$kw monologue,” Ms- Dar- 
wazeh said. 

The director attempted to 
diversify the levels of the plot. 


S folk singing at times, tbe 
w play or stereotypical 
characters in Egyptian life, but 
none of these scenes was dra- 
matically completed. 

He also exerted little effort 
in preparing the amateur cast, 
perhaps seeking to keep ideas 
and folk person nages simple 
by mimidng them from reality 
to the Stage without interfer- 
ence, except in arranging the 
events of the tale. 

*T was expecting to see an 
experimental performance of 
folk art material because this is 
what we are missing in our 
Arab theatre,” said Bashir 
Hwari, a Jordanian pbyright 
and critic. 

Mr. Hwari said the experi- 
mentation in the play was 
modest compared to Mr. 
GuratdieV experience at the 
Arab and international levels. 

Nevertheless, “Ghazir Al 
Lejl" remains worth of viewing 
because of the questions that it 
raises about Arab folk theatre 
and the use of tofk tales with- 
out running into the pitfalls of 
superficiality and absurd com- 



A scene from ‘Ghazir Al Leil* 


Al Warsha theatre group, 
which was founded in Egypt, m 
1987 as the first workshop- 
(group) independent of formal 
institutions, receives no finan- 
cial or other support from the 
Egyptian Ministry of Culture. 

Renowned all over the 


world, “AJ Warsha” partici- 
pated in the theatre festivals 
of: Avignon, Zurich, Carthage 
and Stockholm in addition to 
Amman. 

Mr. Gurattlie worked as the' 
artistic director of the Theatre 
of Air and Earth in France 


from 1975 to 1980, until be 
returned home to begin new 
roads in experimental theatre. 

"Ghazir Al Leil” will be in 
final performance tonight. 

The Ammana International 
Theatre Festival continues 
through April 10. 
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SEOUL (AFP) — President 
Kim Young-Sam warned Fri- 
day that South Korea would 
not give “a single penny" to 
.the U.S.-led plan to give 
North Korea safer nuclear 
reactors if it was denied a key 
role in implementing the 
deal. 

South Korean opposition 
to a U.S. firm bagging the 
main contract to provide the 
North with safer reactors 
escalated as Pyongyang's ties 
with Washington and Tokyo 
. further eased, leaving Seoul 
increasingly isolated. 

“The provision of nuclear 
' reactors will become difficult 
if North Korea persists in 
rejecting the South Korean 
standard model,” Mr. Kim 
said in an interview with lead- 
ing newspaper Dong-A II bo. 
“Because we are going to 
shoulder most of the cost for 
the reactors, everything is up 
to us.” 

Under the 1994 U.S.- 
North Korean accord, the 
hardline Communist regime 
in Pyongyang is to get safer 
light-water reactors in return 
for freezing nuclear facilities 

Taiwan 
patrol boats 
leave for 
Spratlys 

KAOHSrUNG. .Taiwan (R) 
— Taiwan sent armed patrol 
boats to emphasise its 
sovereignty claims in the dis- 
puted Spratly Islands Friday 
and officials said the boats 
would be joined by a naval 
escort. 

A Marine police comman- 
der waved to journalists as 
his 800-tonne Shun Hu No. 1 
led two other vessels from 
Kaohsiung Harbour to pro- 
tect Taiwan's fishing rights ■ 
and sovereignty claims in the 
South China Sea. 

The three boats’ eight-day 
patrol will go first to the 
Pratas Islands, some 220 
nautical miles southwest of 
Taiwan, and then on to the 
Spratlys. 

The Spratlys, a cluster of 
about 60 islands, are claimed 
wholly or in part by Brunei, 
China, Malaysia, the Philip- 
pines, Vietnam and Taiwan. 
Hie . Pratas are claimed by 
Taiwan and its rival China. 

“We are not going to fight. 
We are going to protect 
fishermen's operations," said 
Yang Tzu-Ching, comman- 
der of the Seventh Peace 
Preservation Corps, just be- 
fore he boarded his boat 
and fort. 

“We are within the scope 
of our responsibilities to pro- 
tect our country's sovereign- 
ty," he said. 

Mindful of building ten- 
sions, especially between 
China and the Philippines, 
Commander Yang said the 
patrol had been scheduled for 
some rime and added that it 
did not . constitute an armed 
unit. 

Journalists clearly saw 
machine guns on board. 

“Relations between Com- 
munist China and the Philip- 
pines are Quite tense,” Com- 
mander Yuang told journal- 
ists. “But fhis patrol has been 
planned for two or three 
months.” 

The Philippines said Thurs- 
day that Taiwan's dispatch of | 
armed patrol boats to the 
disputed Spratly Islands 
would raise tensions but it 
was also prepared to increase 
its military presence there. 

Several officials in Taiwan ! 
government ministries, as | 
well as police in Kaohsiung, 
told Reuters that Taiwan's 
navy would provide an escort 
for the patrol. The escort's 
size and departure time were 
unclear. 

The Spratlys, thought to be 
rich in oil. straddle strategi- 
cally and commercially vital 
sea lanes used by all con- 
tiguous countries. 

Commander Yang said 
Taiwan planned to erect a 
monument emphasising 
sovereignty on a Taiwan- 
occupied islet which it calls 
Taiping bat is also known as 
itu Aba. 

The Philippines has re- 
jected Chinese demands for 
the rrelease of 62 Chinese 
fishermen arrested by the 
Philippine Navy last weekend 
and accused of illegal fishing 
in the Spratlys. 

Manila accused China last 
month of constructing possi- 
ble naval installations in the 
Kalayaan Reef, and said it 
has dismantled some struc- 
tures. 

Malaysia said ihis week it 
hopes rival claimants to the 
Spratlys will resolve their dif- 
ferences peacefully. Vietnam 
also issued a mild, indirect 
rebuke to Taiwan and urged 
talks on the Spratlys issue. 


suspected of having been 
used to produce crude 
bombs. 

South Korea, the pre- 
sumed main target of the 
bombs, is being asked to 
shoulder three-fourths of the 
$4 billion cost of two 1,000- 
megawatt reactors for the 
North. 

Mr. Kim's interview came 
out after the South disclosed 
that North Korea had picked 
U.S. firm Combustion En- 
gineering's CE-80 reactors. 
But South Korea argues that 
its own standard reactors are 
updated versions of the CE- 
80. 

Mr. Kim pressed on with 
his offensive in an address to 
civic leaders Friday in the 
southern city of Pusan, saying 
Seoul would not provide “a 
single penny” if its reactors 
were not used. 

“There are some people 
saying our position is tough, 
but we are just following the 
principles of (the U.S. -North 
Korea agreement),’’ the 
South Korean News Agency, 
Yonhap, quoted him as 
saying. 


Seoul insists on being the 
main contractor not only to 
recoup its expenses but to 
make sure the peninsula, di- 
vided since the end of World 
War II, will have a compati- 
ble energy system if it is 
reunified. 

But officials here . admit that 
the choice of the CE-80 was a 
concession on the part of the 
North — which earlier asked 
for Russian or German mod- 
els — regarding the compati- 
bility issue. 

South Korean officials said 
Friday that they had asked 
Washington to crack down on 
U.S- energy firms offering 
their products to North 
Korea, undermining efforts 
to make Pyongyang accept 
Southern technology. 

The nuclear problem has 
also been complicated by an 
agreement Thursday between 
Japan and North Korea to 
resume talks on normalising 
ties, despite Seoul’s requests 
for Tokyo to slow down until 
the nuclear issue is resolved. 

Moreover, South Korean 
officials said Friday that U.S. 
telecommunications giant AT 


China warned of strong 
quakes in years ahead 


BEUING (R) — Seismolog- 
ists said Friday they expected 
several strong earthquakes to 
rock China in the next few 
years and published 
emergency regulations to en- 
sure swift response to a disas- 
ter. 

“Since 1988, we have en- 
tered the fifth period this 
century for strong earth- 
quakes in China," He Yong- 
nian, deputy director-general 
of the State Seismological 
Bureau, told a news confer- 
ence. 

“A number of earthquakes 
with a magnitude of over 
seven will probably occur,” 
be said. 

The emergency response 
act for destructive earth- 
quakes, which takes effect 
Saturday, aims to ensure effi- 
cient rescue work while main- 
taining order after a dis- 
astrous tremor, be said. 

The regulations also aim to 
ensure emergency supplies 
and disaster relief both from 
home and abroad. 

China rejected foreign aid 
after a catastrophic 1976 ear- 
thquake in Northern Tang- 
shan that measured 7.8 on 
the Richter Scale killed 

240,000 people and Battened 


the city. 

Economic losses were esti- 
mated at over 10 billion yuan 
($1.2 billion). 

The most devastating tre- 
mor in recorded history hit 
northern Shaanxi province in 
1556 trilling 830,000 people. 

“China is one of the coun- 
tries in the world suffering 
the most severely from seis- 1 
mic hazards,” he said. 

Nine earthquakes with a 
magnitude of eight on the 
Richter Scale have bit China 
this century, the bureau said. 

The number of earth- 
quakes with a magnitude of 
seven in China account for 
one-third of total continental 
earthquakes in the world, it 
said. 

Almost all provinces have 
been hit by earthquakes with 
a magnitude of six, and 89 
per cent of China’s tremors 
measure six on the Richter 
Scale. 

In the next 10 years, China 
will build more earthquake- 
resistant buildings in laige- 
and medium-sized cities as 
well as in densely populated 
and economically developed 
areas to provide security 
against tremors of up to a 
magnitude of six, he said. 


Guatemalans unshaken 
by reports of CIA influence 


GUATEMALA CITY (AP) 
— Claims that an army col- 
onel was on the CIA payroll 
have sparked little outrage in 
Guatemala, where U.S. in- 
fluence -— for goods and for 
bad — is taken for granted. 

“We’ve bad so much truck 
with the CIA since 1954 that 
anything shady and improper 
is attributed to the CIA,” 
said Congressman Jorge 
Skinner Klee, referring to foe 
year a leftist Guatemalan 
government was overthrown 
by a CIA-engineered coup. 

U.S. Rep. Robert Tor- 
ricelli claimed on March 23 
that Guatemalan Col. Julio 
Roberto AJpirez had been on 
the U.S. Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) Payroll and 
had ordered two recent, 
notorious killings — one of 
an American innkeeper and 
one of Efrain Bamaca, a 
guerrilla married to a U.S. 
woman. 

‘The New York Times re- 
ported Thursday that the 
CIA had continued to ship 
about $5 million to $7 million 
to Guatemala's military after 
the U.S. government publicly 
cut off military aid in 1990' 
over the killing of the in- 
nkeeper, Michael Devine. 

Col. Alpirez told reporters 
this week be was neither paid 
by the CIA nor involved in 
the murders. 

The deaths themselves 
were hardly shocking in 
Guatemala. A still- 
smoldering civil war has 
claimed 120,000 lives since 
i960, and human rights 
groups have recorded politic- 
al murders and kidnappings 
by the hundreds in recent 
years. 

“Look at its as the jaded 
senses of the Guatemalans,” 
skinner said. “We’ve been 
involved in this dirty war for 
30 years ... what’s new? that 
a guerrilla, happened to be 
killed by the army?” 

The case took a surprising 
new twist late Thursday. Re- 
latives of people missing and 
presumed dead in Guatemala 


onargea that records tying 
military officers to the CIA 
had been stored at a military 
site ravaged by fire this week. 

The mutual aid group 
offered no proof of its 
charge about the files. But 
in a communique, the orga- 
nisation said installations of 
the army’s Corps of En- 
gineers near the main airport 
here were used to keep "ex- 
tremely confidential state in- 
telligence archives and cases 
of profound relevance, such 
as lists of soldiers who work- 
ed with the CIA.” 

Meanwhile, even the claim 
that an army colonel was a 
foreign spy didn’t seem to 
outrage or surprise most 
Guatemalans. 

Col. Alpirez continues to 
serve as a deputy commander 
of the capital’s main air base. 

President Ramiro De Leon 
Carpio met with Col. Alpirez 
Wednesday and told repor- 
ters there was no proof for 
the claims and that he sug- 
gested the colonel sue Mr. 
Torricelli in Guatemalan and 
U.S. courts for defamation. 

Guatemalans interviewed 
on the streets expressed no 
shock. 

“It’s always the same,” 
said mechanic Luis Avila at 
an auto electric shop, shrug- 
ging off the latest reports of 
CIA influence. 

The CIA was responsible 
for a major turning point in 
Guatemalan history, organis- 
ing the 1954 coup that over- 
threw leftist President Jacobo 
Arbenz. 

In 1960 and 1961, Guate- 
mala allowed the CIA to set 
up training bases for the dis- 
astrous Bay of Pigs invasion* 
meant to toppled Cuban 
leader Fidel Castro — a raid 
modeled in part on the suc : 
cessful 1954 operation. 

The 1954 coup and the 
military-led governments that 
resulted helped inspire , the ' 
outbreak of the dvil war six 
years later. The military did 
not fully release the presiden- 
cy until 1986 and it remains 
politically powerful. 


and T had been authorised to 
launch a trial telephone ser- 
vice between the United 
States and North Korea 
around April 10. 

The opening of the tele- 
phone links is part of last 
January's lifting of U.S. eco- 
nomic sanctions of Pyon- 
gyang under their 1994 agree- 
ment. 

Mr. Kim took his own 
steps to restart normalisation 
efforts with North Korea. 

In the interview, he ex- 
pressed willingness to reacti- 
vate plans for a summit, inde- 
finitely after the North’s 
longtime leader Kim Il-Sung 
died last July. But he said the 
North must first resolve the 
succession question. 

Kim n -Sung's son and de- 
signated successor, Kim 
■ Jong-tL has yet to be proc- 
laimed 1 as state president and 
ruling Workers Party general 
secretary. 

Meanwhile, a diarrhoea," 
from the North claimed Fri- 
day that North Korea is rais- 
ing opium on a massive scale 
to earn hard currency to im- 
port foodj 

Britain, 

Sinn 

Fein 

hold 

surprise 

talks 

BELFAST (R) — British 
officials met Sinn Fein, poli- 
tical wins of the Irish Republican 
Army (IRA), for unscheduled 
talks Friday to ease a dead- 
lock in Northern Ireland 
peace moves. 

Their task was to clear a 
way for the first ministerial 
talks between the Irish re- 
publican party and British 
1 government minister on a 
political settlement. 

Sinn Fein, which seeks to 
reunite Ireland and Northern 
Ireland, wants talks to in- 
clude a demilitarisation of the 
British province — a phrase 
that would imply discussing a 
withdrawal of British troops 
and armed police. 

But Britain says it will only 
discuss a “decommissioning” 
of Irish Republican Army 
weapons used in a guerrilla 
struggle against British rule 
until the gunmen declared a 
ceasefire last September. 

The unannounced talks 
took place after more than a 
week of stalemate over a 
draft agenda for a ministerial-, 
level meeting to underpin the 
peace process since the IRA 
truce. 

Britain's Northern Ireland 
office said results of the 
meeting, convened to see if 
there was a basis for ministe- 
rial talks, would be referred 
back to, the government. . j 

Britain has refused Sinn i 
Fein calls for the agenda to 
include a withdrawal of its 

18.000 troops and disbanding 
of a 12.000-strong armed ; 
police. 

It says it wants to discuss 
scrapping IRA arms used in a 
25-year war against British 
rule until last year's ceasefire 
by the IRA and its pro- 
British Protestant loyalist 
foes. 

Ministers say that IRA 
arms, which include ground- 
to-air missiles, cannot be put 
on the same level as weapons 
held by security forces to 
protect the 1.5 million 
population. 
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Explorer gives 
up bid to cross 
Bering Strait SvT 

PARIS (AFP) — French ex- 
plorer Enteric Fisset has 

given up a solo bid to cross * 

the ice-covered Bering Strait “•*- 

from Alaska to Siberia doe to 

bad weather, his coordinating 
team back in France said: 

Wednesday. The 33-year-old, * 
who was attempting the cros^f 
sing with nine huskies, de- 
cided to turn back when 60- 
kilometres away from Siberia-. 
because of “weather condi-'- - - " ^ 

tions such that he preferred-; 
to return to Alaska,” they; •' 
said. He was picked up byf T ' • • - Tm P ^ ! 
services which monitor tbei: 
glacier. They also picked npW >|1|ISL 
his huskies and sledge. EfisC ' Jf 

French team said he would K' • 

make another bid at the eras- » ... 

sing next winter. ' 

U.S. proposes 
resuming giant 
panda imports 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 

The federal government-'*" 
proposed to lift a moratorium 
on bringing giant pandas to 
U.S. zoos, saying new guide- 
lines would boost efforts to 
save the endangered spedes. 

The new approach, which 
would allow the animals into 
the United States for study 
and breeding while channel- 
ing exhibition profits into 
protection efforts, “has the * 

potential to be a giant step 
forward for panda conserva- 
tion,” Assistant Interior 
Secretary George Frampton 
told reporters. The propos- 
als, which are subject to a 
60-day period for public com- 
ment. would lift a temporary ... 

moratorium that the U.S. 
government imposed in De- 
cember 1993. They would not 
allow U.S. institutes to bring 
the animals into the country 
solely for exhibition pur- 
poses, however. The arrange- 
ment would channel profits 
from authorised exhibitions 
— estimated conservatively ' 
to reach some $15 million 
annually — back to China to 
support the panda population 
and habitant protection 
efforts. “This would be a " 
significant portion of the total 
I (the Chinese) need,” said 
Marshal Jones, assistant 
director of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. The inxtia- . 
five has three key compo- . 
nents: The first is to ensure f: 
that all loans or permits to 
import must be for captive ' 
breeding or research pur- : 

poses. The. second is barring j 
animals that were inten- ’ 
tionally captured after 1986 . 

or that are older than 20 i 

years. The third aspect is to 
set up safeguards to ensure . 
profits from exhibition will go 
back to panda conservation. 4, « 

China declares gr 

war on plague ‘ 

of rats ^ =’3 


‘ - V 

n s„ •• • - - ’ •• ' • : - 

7". ■ • . - . -V- 

r. r ... — ■ ‘ . _ - - ^ - • .* '1 



U.S. First Lady Hillary Clinton (right) and her 
daug hter Chelsea wave from the terrace of the 
Tqj Mahal Thursday during a break in the first 
lady's hectic 12-day tour of South Asia. Mrs. 


Protesters greet Mrs. Clinton in Nepal 


KATHMANDU (AFP) — 
Angry leftist demonstrators 
chanted anti-U.S. slogans 
hurled black flags at U.S. 
first lady Hillary Clinton Fri- 
day as she arrived for a three- 
day visit to Nepal. 

Police said 19 of the de- 
monstrators. many of whom 
waved banners saying “Im- 
perialist Yankees go home,” 
were arrested at the airport 
after a group tossed a bundle 
of the black flags at the U.S. 
first lady in a sign of protest. 

Tie flags scattered around 
the wife of President Bill 
Clinton and their daughter 
Chelsea, but neither was 
hurt. 

The protesters were from 
the Communist United Peo- 
ple's Front (UPF). 

Another communist group, 
the United Communist Party 
of Nepal, took power in the 
country in legislative elec- 
tions last November. Mrs. 
Clinton was due to meet the 
Communist leader, Prime 
Minister Man Mohan Adhi- 
kari later Friday. 

The route taken by Mrs. 
Clinton's bullet-proof 
limousine, specially flown in 


from the United States, was 
lined with further groups of 
angry demonstrators. 

UPF official Tusli Huma- 
gai said 19 party members 
who were arrested had only 
been waving black flags and 
shouting slogans and that no- 
thing was thrown. 

Those arrested included 
the leader of the All Nepal 
Women Revolutionary Orga- 
nisation. Hisila Yemi, and 
the secretary general of the 
AH Nepal Trade Union 
Federateirin. Kumar Dahal, 
Mr. Humagi' said. 

Before the incident, Mrs. 
Clinton and her daughter 
Chelsea were taken to the 
“Very "Very Important Per- 
sonst (WIP) lounge at Tir- 
bhuvan International Airport 
by Queen Aishwarya and 
Princess Shruti at the start of 
the third leg of their four- 
nation South Asian tour. 

She was given a lively wel- 
come by Nepalese girls in 
traditional .costume, and 
greeted by acting Deputy 
Premier Khadga Prasad Shar- 
ma Oli, cabinet members, 
heads of foreign missions in 
Nepal and senior officials. 


The U.S. first lady was to 
be received later Friday by 
King Birendra and Queen 
Aishwarya at the Narayanhi- 
ty Royai Palace. 

She was later to discuss the 
government’s wildlife con- 
servation programme with 
Mr. Adhikari, a source dose 
to the premier said. 

Mrs. Clinton was to visit 
KaJimati Clinic in Kathman- 
du, attend a women’s craft 
event and meet prominent 
Nepalese women at a tea 
hosted by U.S. Ambassador 
Sandra Louise Vogelgesang. 

' On Saturday, Mrs. Clinton 
is to visit the Royal Chitaun 
National Park, 1 10. 
kilometres (68 miles) south of 
Kathmandu and spend the 
night at the Tiger Tops Jung- 
le Lodge in the park. 

The last major U.S. politic- 
al figure to make an offidal 
visit to Nepal was then-Vice 
President Spiro Agnew in the 
early 1970s. 

Mrs. Clinton — who has 
already visited Pakistan and 
India — will fly back to Kath- 
mandu Sunday and leave for 
Bangladesh the same day. 


Poles, snubbed for main World War II 
fest, may speak in German parliament 


BONN (AP) — To make 
good for snubbing Polish 
President Lech Walesa at the 
main celebration of World 
War IPs end, German offi- 
cials have invited his foreign 
minister to address parlia- 
ment in another ceremony. 

Polish Foreign Minister 
Wladyslaw Bartoszewki was 
meeting with German offi- 
cials in Bonn Friday to con- 
firm the invitation and ease 
recriminations over Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl's decision 
not to invite Mr. Walesa to 
Berlin for the 50th 
anniversary of the end of the 
war, on May 8. 

U.S. Vice President A1 
Gore, French President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand, John Major 
of Brain and Russia's Boris 
Yeltsin were invited, but Mr. 
Kohl said that if he’d invited 
Mr. Walesa he’d have to in- 
vite leaders of all countries 
trampled by Hitler during the 
war. 

The Poles, who lost 6 mil- 
lion dead and fought on every 
front with the allies, were 
hurt by the snub. Mr. Bartos- 
zewski, an Auschwitz survi- 


vor and former underground 
fighter, said Poland “should 
not be absent or in the second 
row of importance” at the 
celebration. 

Sources m parliament said 
Mr. BartoszewsJd .would be 
the keynote speaker at an 
April 28 special session of 
parliament to mark the end 
of the war. Polish embassy 
officials said the issue wasn't 
resolved, however. 

Mr. Kohl has a history of 
wounding feelings and tumb- 
ling into controversies in his 
handling of anniversaries of 
the war. 

Rudolf Scharping, the Ger- 
man opposition leader, 
charged Thursday that Mr. 
Kohl’s failure to invite Mr. 
Walesa was as big a blunder 
as his 1985 trip .with then- 
President Ronald Reagan to 
a war cemetery in Bitburg 
where SS soldiers are buried. 
International indignation re- 
sulted from the visit. 

In part, Mr. Kohl's blun- 
ders result from the conflict- 
,ing interests of the audiences 
be needs to please: Older 


conservatives who are his 
core voters, and foreign allies 
whose confidence Germany 
must always retain. 

Mr. Kohl said Thursday 
the 50th anniversary of the 
Nazis' surrender should be a 
time to mourn Germany’s 
war losses as well as celebrate 
its liberation from Adolf Hit- 
ler. 

Siding publicly on the issue 
with fellow conservatives In 
parliament for the first time, 
Mr. Kohl said the V-E Day 
ceremony in Berlin on May 8 
should noi just be a day of ex- 
pressing gratitude to the 
allies. 

Wolfgang Schaeuble, Mr. 
Kohl’s heir apparent and the 
leader of the Christian 
Democrats in parliament, 
suggested that Mr. Bartos- 
zewski was to blame for mak- 
ing a diplomatic issue out of a 
Mr. Kohl's decision. 

“I’m not so sure the Polish 
foreign minister is so happy 
that be made a public issue 
out of something that one 
shouldn’t go public with, 
since it has only made things 
harder,” Mr. Schaeuble said. 


Soviets feared U.S. strike after Kennedy killing 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Soviet leaders feared a 
U.S. military strike against 
them after the 1963 killing of 
President John Kennedy, 
according to a high-level 
American cold war spy cited 
in documents. 

Lifting the veil on one of its 
most successful counter-spy 
operations, the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) disclosed its agents, 
posing as American Com- 
munists. had been privy to 
die. thinking of Kremlin 
leaders and Cuban President 
Fidel Castro. 

One of the trusted FBI 
informants reported that 
Soviet Communist Party 
leaders viewed Kennedy’s 
assassination as a “coup” 
attempt by ultrarightist U.S. 
forces that could be used to 
justify an anti-Communist 
war. 

“As a result of these feelings 
on the part of Soviet Offi- 
cials, the USSR immediately 
went into a state of alert” 
after Kennedy was shot in 
Dallas on Nov. 22, 1963, the 
FBI informant reported to his 


handlers. 

“They were fearful that 
without leadership some 
irresponsible general might 
launch a missile at the Soviet 
Union." according to a de- 
classified Dec. 4. 1964. 
memorandum to FBI Assis- 
. tant Director William Sulli-, 
van. 

The memo cited the infor- 
mant's conversations with, 
among others. Boris Pono- 
marev, an alternate politburo 
member who headed the 
Centra] Committee's Interna- 
tional Relations Department 
under Nikita Khrushchev and 
Leonid Brezhnev. 

The document cited Mr. 
Ponomarev as worrying that 
Kennedy's killing would be 
used to “stop negotiations 
with the Soviet Union, attack 
Cuba and thereafter spread 
the war.” 

The memo quoting the in- 
formant was written by Fred 
Baumgardner, an internal 
security section chief in the 
bureau’s Domestic Intelli- 
gence Division. 

The offidal disclosure of 
“Operation Solo." the 


penetration of the U.S. Com- 
munist Party's highest ranks 
was included in more than 

10.000 pages of FBI docu- 
ments made public through 
the national archives under a 
1992 law ordering the open- 
ing of government files on the 
Kennedy assassination. 

Mr. Castro conducted his 
own ballistics tests and de- 
rided “it took about three 
people" to assassinate Presi- 
dent Kennedy, according to 
an informant cited in FBI 
documents. 

Mr. Castro, who consi- 
dered himself a sharpshooter, 
attempted to recreate the 
shooting,' using a high- 
powered rifle with a telesco- 
pic sight, says a memo to the 
late FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover from the special 
agent in charge in New York. 
The Warren Commission 
concluded that the shooting 
was the act of one man, Lee 
Harvey Oswald. 

In the memo, dated June 
12. 1964, the agent quoted an 
unnamed FBI informant as 
reporting that “conducting 
the tests was Mr. Castro's 


own personal idea to prove to 
himself that it could not be 
done and that when Mr. Cas- 
tro and his men could not do 
it. Mr. Castro concluded. 
Oswald must have had help.” 

Mr. Castro, based on his 
findings, speculated that the 
assassination on Nov. 22. 
1963, was probably the work 
of three people. Hoover* 
wrote in a 1964 letter to J. 
Lee Rankin, general counsel 
for the Warren Commission. 

His letter and the agent's 
memo were among more 
than 10.000 pages of pre- 
viously secret documents re- 
leased Thursday under a 1992 
law mandating the opening of 
government files related to 
the Kennedy assassination. 
The materials were transfer- 
red to the national archives 
and records administration. 

According to Mr. Hoover. 
Mr, Castro also said that 
when Oswald was refused a 
visa at the Cuban embassv in 
Mexico CirjT several weeks 
before the assassination, he 
teft saying, “I’m going to kill 
Kennedy for this.” 


i j. ^.,****Kifr 


Clinton and her daughter spent 90 minutes at 
the white marble mausoleum built by Emperor 
Shah Jahan as a mark of undying love for his 
wife Mumtaz (AFP photo) 
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BEUING (AFP) — China is gggfi. Mum 

mobilising its citizens to take ' *28 

part in a campaign to wipe ~ : - x ' «90l 

out a plague ot rats that has ".!*■" ■ 

been destroying vastquanti- . - - ; : - , 

ties of grain and spreading ' - v 

disease, the China Daily said. N> _ 

In 1994, rats destroyed seven t 
billion kilograms (15 billion '■!} i- If - . 
pounds) of rice — or enough ‘ H >. e I J | 
to feed 40 million people for • . 
one year — while output on 
25.3 million hectares (62.6 
billion acres) of farmland suf- 
fered damage from the ver- 
min, up 50 per cent over 
1989, Agriculture Ministry 
officials said. The concentra- 
tion of rats in most areas of 
China is two to five times . 
higher than “normal," while 
in some places it is as high as 
10 times higher, the paper 
said, without giving a defini- 
tion of “normal.” Tie plague 
of rats is spreading diseases, . 
such as leptospirosis, it said, - . 
blaming the problem in part . 
on slackened efforts by local 
governments to deal with the . 
scourge. Random killing in . - 

recent years of snakes, yellow 
weasais and owls — the natu- 
ral enemies of rats — has also 
contributed to the phe- 
nomena, it said. - 
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N. Zealand model ; • 
protests with 
cover-up 

CHRISTCHURCH, New - 

Zealand (R) — A New Zee- ■ " 

land model took an unusual 

form of industrial action ofl , : ■ 

Friday. She went to work , ' 

with her clothes on. Erena-' „ 

Sulkowski normally po^ : • 

nude for Christchurch • 

Polytechnic art students but . 

decided to strike for higher •. 

pay by keeping her dothes on ■ '• 

during art classes. “Theques- • ' • 

tion is: Are we performing •- 

artists or are we just naked. 

flesh going for cheap?" 

said. The polytech has in- . : . ‘ . ... 

creased her hourly pay ' 

$11.05 from $9.20 but Ms. :/•' 

Sulkowski said the going rate 

“i oiner institutions was ' ; - 

$19.25. She also wants the 

right to veto requests fo*" 

certain poses and requests . . , 

that she wears certain ; 

clothes, such as corsets. * ~\ 
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fp. A French U.N. soldier aims with his new precision rifle “Me 
''•1*1 Milton” towards Bosnian -Serb sniping positions in the 


centre of Sarajevo. The sharp shooting gun 
calibre (AFP photo) 


has a 12.7mm 


Tanzania closes border with Burundi 


NAIROBI (Agencies) — 
Tanzania closed its border 
with Burundi Friday to halt 
an influx of tens of thousands 
of Rwandan refugees fleeing 
camps in northern Burundi 
after murderous dashes be- 
tween Hums and Tutsis. a 
U.N. official told AFP. 

A spokesman for President 
Ali Hassan Mwinyi told AFP 
the government had not 
announced the border clo- 
sure, but was not denying it. 

The official with the office 
of the U.N. High Commis- 
si o n e r for Refugees 
(UNHCR) in Dar Es Salaanv 
who did not want to be 
named, told AFP by tele- 
phone that the government 
had sent troops to seal off the 
border and that Tanzania's 
minister of defence was in the 
area coordinating operations. 

The U.N. refugee commis- 
sioner, Sadako Ogata, issued 
a statement in Geneva calling 
on all governments in the 
region “to respect the prinri- 
ple of safe asylum.'* 

The exodus from the 
camps in northern Burundi 
started Tuesday after ana 
attack on one of them that 
left 12 dead and 22 wounded, 
17 of them sereiusly, and 


ethnic clashes in Bujumbura 
that resulted in up to 500 
deaths. 

The unrest prompted the 
flight of tens of thousands of 
Burundian Hutus and Zai- 
reans toward Zaire and the 
precipitate departure for 
“holidays" of several hun- 
dred whites. 

% The refugees — all Hutus 
— are carrying meagre ra- 
* tions on their heads and 
sleeping by the roadside. 

Some 3,200 had crossed 
over into Tanzania by early 
- Friday, before the border was 
sealed, • UNHCR Nairo 
spokesman Peter Kessler told 
AFP, and the UNHCR offi- 
cial in the Tanzanian capital 
said it was likely others would 
be able to “sneak through" 
because of the length of the 
border. 

The 200,000 Rwandan re- 
fugees in Burundi are among 
more than two million who 
fled last year's civil war in 
Rwanda in which Hutu ex- 
tremists slaughtered more 
than half a mill lion Tutsis and 
moderate Hutus but were de- 
feated by Tutsi rebels. 

A group of 21 Italians is to 
be evacuated from Burundi 


Saturday, the Italian ambas- 
sador in Uganda said Friday. 

Ambassador Marcello 
Ri cover! said the evacuees, 
mainly dependents of Italian 
expatriates in the central 
African country, wiil leave 
aboard an Air France flight. 

Two embassy officials have 
gone to Bujumbura to make 
the necessary arrangements 
for the Italians' departure at 
1345 GMT Saturday. 

Paramailitary police killed 
22 gunmen on a bus south of 
the Burundian capita] and 
captured another 22. state- 
run radio and police sources 
said Friday. 

• They said 22 were killed 
Thursday by police who stop- 
ped the bus on the road to the 
town of Rumoage, 80 
kilometres south of the capit- 
al. Police officers said the 
gunmen had come from Zaire 
and planned to attack a 
police post and army camp. 

France said Friday a peace 
accord it brokered between 
rival factions in Burundi had 
brought temporary calm but 
added the global community 
must now quickly send food 
aid and disarm the militias to 
avert future violence. 




A group of Hutus Bee into the hills of 
Gishingano just outside Bujumbura. Up to 500 
people have died in dashes between majority 


Hutu and minority Tutsi in Bujumbura over 
the past two weeks (AFP photo) 


Clinton visits Haiti grappling with violenc 


PORT AU PRINCE (AP) — 
Five months after ordering 
U.S. troops to the brink of 
battle in Haiti, President Bill 

- Clinton visited the Caribbean 
nation Friday to celebrate the 
U.S. role in restoring its gov- 
ernment. The visit was mar- 
red by allegations President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide's 
administration was involved 

- in a political assassination 
this week. 

Arriving from Florida, Mr. 
Clinton strolled slowly on a 
: red carpet on the airport tar- 
mac. At a small platform, 
Mr. Clinton stood next to 
Mr. Aristide, hand over 
heart, as a Haitian band play- 
ed the U.S. national anthem. 

The nine-hour stop coin- 
cides with ceremonies in 
which the U.S. military will 
turn over control of the inter- 
national peacekeeping force 
to the United Nations. As a 
result, the American military 
„„ -vforce there will be cut rough- 
ly in half, to about 2.400. 
tm . - : vv- It was just five months ago 
- : ‘ that Mr. Clinton ordered 
U.S. troops into Haiti, as 
• part of a plan to force out the 
. military government that had 
tent the democratically 
elected Aristide into exile. 

So Mr. Ginton’s historic 
visit was designed as a 
:elebration of freedom and 
?eace. But, on the eve of Mr. 
. Clinton's arrival, a senior 

• idministranon official con- 
. irmed reports in Haiti that 

vlr. Aristide’s interior minis- 
er. Brig. Gen. Mondesir 

• . 3eaubrun, had been impii- 

ated in the plot to kill an 
unspoken Aristide critic, 
A'reille Durocher Benin. 

Eager to trumpet a foreign 
■olicy success, the White 
louse Friday played down 
. negations that new demo- 
.■ ratic government was con- 
' -Wed to the assassination. 

, “You can’t put us in the 


position of assuming that 
something is true without an 
investigation,” White House 
Press Secretary Mike McCur- 
ry told reporters travelling 
with Mr. Clinton. 

Mr. Clinton himself recal- 
led that Mr. Aristide had 
promptly asked for help in- 
vestigating the assassination, 
showing his willingness to 
bring an end to political vio- 
lence in Haiti. 

“As soon as the killing 
occurred, he asked for help," 
Mr. Ginton said of Mr. Aris- 
tide. “So I think that is some 
sign of evidence that he wants 
to get to the bottom of this." 
At Mr. Aristide’s request, 
FBI agents were sent to Haiti 
earlier this week to investi- 
gate the allegation. 

Mr. Clinton's visit, the first 
by a U.S. president said 
Franklin Roosevelt in 1934, 
included an address to U.S. 
troops, at a camp called 
“Warrior Base Haiti.” 

The U.S. military pre- 
sence, which peaked at 

22,000 troops, will drop to 
about 2,400 by mid-April. 
That will be less than half of 
the planned 6.000-member 
U.N. force, which will re- 
main in Haiti until next 
February. An American 
officer will command the in- 
ternational force. .U.N, 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali accompanied Mr. Clin- 
ton to attend the official 
transfer of authority. 

Mr. Clinton called the 
military effort “almost a 
modem miracle." But amid 
lingering violence, he warned 
that the fate of Haiti's demo- 
cracy now rests with Hai- 
tians. "What they need to do 
is keep things calm," Mr. 
Clinton said. 

After greeting U.S. sol- 
diers, Mr. Ginton was to 
address the Haitian people 
from the same presidential 


palace where the diplomatic 
team headed by former Presi- 
dent Carter persuaded Haiti’s 
military junta to give up last 
October. 

Troop-filled planes were 
en route to Haiti until the 
llth-hour diplomatic break- 
through turned a planned in- 
vasion into a peaceful 
occupation. 

For a president dogged by 
criticism of his policies to- 
ward Bosnia, China, Russia 
_ and Somalia, Haiti offers Mr. 
Clinton a tenuous foreign 
affairs victory, through a mis- 
sion that was roundly criti- 
cised by Republicans. 

One American has been 
the victim of hostile fire since 
the U.S. occupation, whereas 
administration officials had 
worried there would be 
more. And Mr. Aristide, cal- 
led a polarising demagogue 
by critics, welcomed U.S. 
troops and has been an un~* 
bending advocate for recon- 
ciliation with his former foes. 

Mr. Aristide’s democratic 
movement will be tested 
quickly. Legislative and local 
elections are scheduled for 
June 4, with more than 1,000 
candidates on the ballot. 
Presidential elections are set 
for November. 

Haiti has been promised 
$1.2 billion in international 
assistance over 18 months, 25 
per cent of which will come 
from the United States. 

U.S. officials said the 
administration had received 
word several days ago that 
Ms. Bertin was a target of a 
death plot. She was informed 
of the threat but decided to 
rely on her own bodyguard 

Her assassination, the 
wounding of an American 
couple in a robbery, and per- 
sistent street crime are remin- 
ders that the transition to 
racy is hardly smooth. 


U.N. peace mandate in 
Croatia delayed over name 


Japanese 
police 
step up 
crackdown 
on sect 


TOKYO (AP) — Police Fri- 
day arrested two followers of 
the radical sect suspected in 
the nerve-gas attack on 
Tokyo's subways, part of a 
nationwide crackdown that 
could mark the end of the 
sect’s kid-glove treatment by 
authorities. 

No one has been arrested 
yet in connection with the 
subway attack. But in the 
wake of Thursday's shooting 
of the national police chief, 
police were seizing opportu- 
nities to take followers of the 
Aum Shinri Kyo, or Supreme 
Truth, sect into custody. 

National Police. Agency 
head Takaji Kunimatsu, shot 
four times in an ambush out- 
side his condominium build- 
ing, improved somewhat but 
remained in serious condi- 
tion. 

A manhunt for Chief Kuni-* 
matsu’s assailant turned up 
clues: he had been stalked for 
days by a man in a black coat 
and shot by a gunman who 
fired with the precision of a 
professional hit man. 

Aum Shinri Kyo has de- 
nied any involvement in 
either the shooting or the 
March 20 nerve-gas attack, 
which killed 10 people and 
sickened 5.500. 

Police have seized chemic- 
als and equipment for making 
nerve gas in raids at the sect’s 
compounds, but they have 
been extremely careful to 
avoid an outright confronta- 
tion with a group, which has 
long claimed it is persecuted 
by authorities. For the first 
few days of the raids, police 
even claimed that they had 
nothing to do with the sub- 
way attack. 

But that cautious stance 
was changing. 

An internal police docu- 
ment distributed Thursday 
orders police nationwide to 
“root out” Aum Shinri Kyo 
followers, "utilising all possi- 
ble laws," the Nihon Keizai 
newspaper reported Friday. 

Police appeared to act on 
the directve quickly. In west- 
central Shiga prefecture, they 
arrested and held overnight 
two sect followers on charges 
of having an expired car in- 
spection certificate. 

In another prefecture, Shi- 
zuoka, police stopped a car 
for having an out-of-town li- 
cence plate. Inside, they 
found two Aum Shinri Kyo 
followers and some sodium, a 
potential exposive. 

The followers were 
arrested for failing to carry 
the required permit for 
sodium possession, a police 
statement said. 

The crackdown extended 
to the southern city of 
Fukuoka, where 100 investi- 
gators raided two local Aum 
Shinri Kyo branches over- 
night after a former follower 
told police he was beaten, 
given injections, and con- 
fined when he tried to quit 
the group. 

Police have yet to publicly 
link Aum Shinri Kyo with 
either the subway attack or 
Thursday’s shooting, but the 
cult is considered the prime 
suspect in the subway gas- 
sing. 

Efforts to find police Chief 
Kunimatsu's assailant were 
hampered by the skillful ex- 
ecution of the attack. 

Experts said only a highly 
trained gunman could have 
hit Chief Kunimatsu with 
four out of four revolver 
shots from more than 20 
metres away, even if the gun 
used high-powered magnum 
cartridges, as some have 
speculated. 

The assailant fled quickly 
on a biycycle, leaving only 
sketchy' witness accounts. 


ZAGREB (R) — Feverish 
U.N. efforts to renew a 
peacekeeping mandate in 
Croatia, expiring at midnight 
Friday, have snagged on the 
politically charged issue of a 
name. 

tf.N. observers reported 
ruling tension along U.N.-pat- 
rolled buffer zones between 
Croatian government and 
separatist Serb forces in the 
countdown to zero hour for 

12,000 U.N. troops stationed 
in Croatia since 1992. 

The government warned 
Friday it would kick them out 
this spring — reinstating a 
move reversed in March 
. under Western pressure — if 
“Croatia" : did not appear in 
the title of a renamed, re- 
vamped U.N. mission de- 
manded by Zagreb. 

Governing nationalists 
were insisting on the country 
name to reaffirm a series of 
U.N. resolutions, so far un- 
enforced, certifying Croatia's 
sovereignty and territorial in- 
tegrity. 

Rebel minority Serbs who 
hold almost a third of Croatia 
behind U.N. truce lines were 
dead set in the waning days 
of the mandate on ‘retaining 
its current name which im- 
plies protection of their 
i n tern ati on a I ly-u n recognised 


breakaway domain. 

The current title is U.N. 
Protection Force and most of 
its men are deployed inside 
the Serb-held Krajina en- 
clave carved out in a 1991 
revolt against Zagreb's 
secession frdm Serbian-led 
federal Yugoslavia. 

A draft U.N. Security 
Council resolution to be de- 
bated Friday in New York 
would change the Croatia 
mission’s name to U.N. Con- 
fidence Restoration Opera- 
tion (UNCRO). 

Meanwhile British U.N. 
soldiers rescued the 76-year- 
old commander of the Croa- 
tian army and 20 of his men 
from a military convoy trap- 
ped in snowdrifts in a howling 
blizzard for around 12 hours, 
U.N. officials said Friday. 

General Janko Bobetko, 
an ex-World War IJ partisan 
fighter, and other men in- 
cluding the commander of 
the Bosnian Croat militia 
were stranded on a mountain 
road in western Bosnia. 

The 11-vehicle convoy was 
discovered Thursday, eight 
hours after a half-frozen 
Croat soldier stumbled into a 
British U.N. camp saying his 
convoy was marooned down 
the road, said U.N. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Barry 
Hawgood. 

Col. Hawgood, spokesman 
for the British forces in the 
U.N. peacekeeping force 
(UNPROFOR) in Bosnia, 
confirmed earlier reports that 
five Croat soldiers had been 
found frozen to death by a 
British snowplough rescue 
team. 

Meanwhile rebel Serbs 
calimed swift successes Thur- 
say in a promised counter- 
offensive against advancing 
Bosnian government troops. 

The Serb military said it 
had recaptured several 
strategic points and encircled 
some Bosnian government 
troops in the Majevica Moun- 
tains in northern Bosnia, the 
Yugoslav’. News Agency, 
Tanjug, reported. 

Stugn by two successful 
offensives launched ten days 
ago by the Bosnian govern- 
ment, Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic had threatened a 
counter-offensive and has 
vowed to drive the Bosnian 
government to surrender. 

Government troops have 
been trying to take a vital 
Serb communications tower 
at Stolice in the Majevica 
Heights, and for the past 
several days were reported to 
have it surrounded. But the 


Tanjug report gave no details 
of the Serbs’ alleged succes- 
ses. and U.N. officials could 
only confirm artillery battles 
in the area. 

In central Bosnia, U.N. 
officials confirmed a Serb 
counterattack on Mount Vla- 
sic, where government troops 
have gained about 50 square 
kilometres of territory and a 
communications tower. 

In an interview with the 
Italian daily ITnformazione. 
Mr. Karadzic suggested the 
government offensives fit 
into the Serbs’ overall 
strategy: “Make the Muslims 
enter our territory and then 
eliminate them." 

"We are- . determined to go 
all the way until our enemy's 
capitulation," Mr. Karadzic 
said. “We will even take the 
cities protected by the U.N." 

There has been speculation 
that the Serbs might try to 
overrun one or all of three 
small eastern Muslim en- 
claves which are among six 
U.N.-declared “safe haven." 

Reflecting the mixed sig- 
nals he has given since his 
troops were surprised by the 
government advances, ’ Mr. 
Karadzic said he was still 
open to negotiations but put 
the onufc on the West. 















A Chechen woman carries her belongings on a carriage as she 
walks past a Russian APC on her way back to Grozny. Some 


150,000 of Grozny's residents have come bade to the Chechen 
capital (AFP photo) 


Russia takes last big Chechen stronghold 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia 
said Friday its forces had 
taken the last major rebel 
base in Chechenya, putting 
more than two-thirds of the 
breakaway region under the 
Kremlin's control. 

A Defence Ministry 
.spokesman said Russian 
troops had seized the town of 
Sh3li, southeast of the shat- 
tered capital Grozny, and 
now controlled all strategic 
points in Chechenya. 

“The remaining points 
pose no serious obstacles and 
problems for the Russian 
troops,’’ the spokesman 
added. 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
quoted a spokesman at the 
Russian command headquar- 
ters in Mozdok, north of the 
Chechen region, as saying 
Shali fell at two o'clock p.m. 
(1000 GMT). 

Interfax News Agency said 
Shali had been taken without 
a fight. According to Russian 
news reports from 
Chechenya most of the forces 
of rebel leader Dzhokhar 
Dudayev left Shali last week 
after days of heavy shelling. 

The reports could not be, 
confirmed independently and 


there was no news from the 
Chechen side. 

Earlier. TASS said Russian 
forces had given rebels in 
. Shali until 10 a.m. (0600 
GMT) to lay down their arms 
or face attack. 

On Thursday Russia said 
its troops had captured the 
rebel stronghold of 
Gudermes, Chechenya’s 
second biggest town 45 
kilometres east of Grozny. 

If Shali and Gudermes are 
in Russian hands, Moscow's 
forces would control some SO 
per cent of rebel-held terri- 
tory in Chechenya. 

But the conflict, which has 
killed several thousand peo- 
ple, displaced many more 
civilians and isolated Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin at home 
and abroad, is unlikely to 
come to a quick end. 

Chechen independence 
fighters have said they might 
eventually wage a guerrilla 
war from the Caucasus 
Mountains in southern 
Chechenya. where narrow, 
winding would make it diffi- 
cult for Russian troops to 
deploy tanks and armoured 
cars. 

Russia has repeatedly said 


the military part of their op- 
eration is effectively over and 
armed forces are handing 
over to Interior Ministry 
troops. But such statements 
have not been backed on 
actions. 

Russia sent thousands of 
troops backed by tanks and 
aircraft to end Chechenya’s 
unilateral independence bid 
on Dec. 11, but has been 
unable to quell dogged resist- 
ance by local fighters. 

First Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Oleg Soskovets said Fri- 
day that active military op- 
erations in Chechenya would 
cease following the capture of 
Shali, ITAR-TASS said. 

It auoted Mr. Soskovets, in 
charge of a govern- 
ment commission dealing 
with the rebel area, as saying 
in Moscow that “active com- 
bat actions of the territory of 
the Chechen Republic will 
stop," after the seizure of 
Shali. 

Chechen Foreign Minister 
Shamseddin Yusif, addres- 
sing an Islamic conference in 
the Sudanese capital Khar- 
toum, Chechen President 
Dzokhor Dudayev continued 
to offer Moscow peace nego- 


tiations despite the offensive. 

He said: “President 
Dudayev held out his hand 
from Grozny, when it still 
existed, to establish friendly, 
neighbourly relations with 
Russia. 

“His hand is still extended 
today. Will President (Boris) 
Yeltsin answer this* cal! for 
peace, or will have he con- 
tinue his aggression and add 
his name to the list of tsars 
and Bolsheviks who wemt 
before him?” 

Mr. Yusif, who was repe- 
atedly applauded at the con- 
ference, urged Arab and 
Muslim leaders to “assume 
responsibility in stopping the 
massacre of the Chechen 
people or at least to condemn 
the killing." 

He called on Washington 
to mediate between the war- 
ring sides, blaming the Un- 
ited States for “giving Mos- 
cow the green light for the 
massacre.” Washington has 
maintained that the conflict 
between Moscow and the re- 
bel Muslim republic which 
declared independence three 
years ago is a domestic prob- 
lem. 


Chirac says French jobless fall ‘insignificant’ 


PARIS (R) — Conservative 
French presidential front- 
runner Jacques Chirac dis- 
missed the latest fall in unem- 
ployment as insignificant Fri- 
day and called for a more 
ambitious job-creation poli- 
cy* _ . 

Mr. Chirac's fellow Gaul- 
list rival. Prime Minister 
Edouard Balladur, seized on 
February's 10,200 drop in the 
jobless total, the fifth succes- 
sive monthly fall, as evidence 
that France was on the road 
to recovery after his two 
years in office. 

Unemployment, which 
officially stands at 3.3 mil- 
lion, or 12.3 per cent of the 
workforce, is the top issue in 
the campaign for the April- 
May election to . choose a 
successor to President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand. 

Mr. Chirac in an interview 
with Europe I Radio accused 
the Balladur government of 
masking the true extent of 
unemployment by excluding 
people on short-term com- 
munity service contracts. 

“Since 1993, unemploy- 
ment has increased statistical- 
ly by 230,000, if you include 
the (community services con- 
tracts) created that makes 

350,000 more jobless in two 


years," he said. 

“That proves clearly that 
our approach to this problem 
is a bad approach. The proof 
is that in the countries sur- 
rounding us, the situation is 
much, much less serious. 

"So 10,000 fewer unem- 
ployed is not something with 
which we can be satisfied. So 
much the better, but it is not 
significant and it is not ambi- 
tious enough." Mr. Oiirac 
added. 

Socialist leader Henri 
Emmanuelii accused the gov- 
ernment of massaging the fi- 
gures to show an artificial 
drop in February, the last 
month for which statistics will 
be published before the April 
23 first round of the presidential 
election. 

An abnormally large num- 
ber of short-term community 
service contracts and youth 
training schemes had sudden- 
ly been created, he said. 

Mr. Balladur. who has set 
a goal of reducing unemploy- 
ment by one million over the 
next five years, told a Euro- 
pean Union labour confi- 
dence Thursday that the 
French -economy had created 
an additional 220.000 jobs in 
1994. 

The prime minisrer made 


three new electoral promises 
in the Paris suburb of Pon- 
toise Friday, pledging to in- 
crease retirement and 
widows' pensions in January 
1996 and create a new wel- 
fare benefit for senior citizens 
who require permanent care. 

"Priority must obviously 
be given to increasing small 
pensions,' which must fully 
benefit from the improve- 
ment in the economy," Mr. 
Balladur said on opening a 
new retirement home. 

Opinion polls show old 
people are the core of Mr. 
Balladur’s support and now 
the only age group in which 
he leads Mr. Chirac. 

The latest poll Friday 
showed confidence in Mr. 
Balladur had fallen a further 
four points in a month to 
stand at 45 per cent. 

The Sofres Institute poll 
for Le Figaro magazine also 
showed that Mr. Chirac had 
spectacularly overtaken Mr. 
Balladur as the conservative 
politician most voters wanted 
to see play a more important 
public role in future. 

Mr. Chirac was up 10 poils 
at 61 per cent in April, while 
Mr. Balladur fell six points to 
49 per cent. On the left. 
Socialist candidate Lionel 


Jospin fell five points to 51 
per cent. 

Mr. Chirac rejected calls 
from both his rivals for a 
television debate before the 
first round, saying it would be 
“a circus, a battle." 

He said: “A debate of this 
nature is not timely now and 
would fuel pointless battles." 

Both Mr. Balladur and Mr. 
Jospin called Thursday for a 
debate before the first round 
of the Apri 1-May election to 
decide a successor to presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand. 

“The French have today 
perfectly understood that 
there are different visions — 
one based on continuity, one 
based on change and the 
Socialist one,” said Mr. Chir- 
ac. 

Mr. Balladur. fighting to 
revive his flagging presiden- 
tial campaign, in an interview 
published Friday challenged 
his two leading opponents to 
3 three-side televised debate. 

“I have several times prop- 
osed a debate to one or the 
other ... in order to make it 
easier, I propose that all 
three debate together. I am 
prepared to face (Jacques) 
Chirac and (Lionel) Jospin 
together,” he told the daily 
Sud-Ouest. 
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Refreshing start 

STAGNATION IN the peace talks on 
both the Palestinian-Israeli and Syrian- 
Israels tracks requires imag inative and 
fresh ideas to push the process forward. 
Such ideas are coming from both Israel 
and Russia. 

The Russian foreign minister, Andre 
Kozyrev, is currently in the Middle East 
with the old-new talk of fresh ideas to 
enhance the process. The Russians have, 
as of late last year, been advocating a new 
Madrid formula to lay down new rules 
for the peace process. Mr. Kozyrev, who 
met Syrian President Hafez A1 Assad on 
Thursday, was reported to be carrying 
“fresh Russian ideas to reinvigorate the 
peace process.” 

The most constructive ideas, however, 
have come from the Israeli deputy foreign 
minister, Yossi Beilin. Mr. Beilin was 
reported from the U.S. as having: a) 
called on the U.S. to play a more active 
role in the peace talks, b) advocated the 
immediate start of final status negotia- 
tions with the Palestinians, and c) urged 
American Jewish organisations to refrain 
from criticising the Palestinian lead- 
ership. 

Driving his point home, Mr. Beilin said 
that active American' involvement had 
secured the resumption of the talks be- 
tween Syria and Israel. Had Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher made his last 
•visit to the region a month earlier, Mr. 
Beilin observed, the talks between Syria 
and Israel would have resumed a month 
earlier. 

The point at which Mr. Beilin’s call for 
the start of final status negotiations with 
Palestinians coincides with Mr. 
Kozyrev’s new ideas is very significant, 
especially that the Americans seem to 
recognise that they need to directly in- 
volve themselves in the process. Mr. 
Christopher’s sitting in on the meeting 
between the Israeli and Syrian ambassa- 
dors in Washington was an example of 
the U.S.’s recognition of the vital role it 
can play. 

Whether, at the end of the day, it is 
Moscow’s fresh ideas or Mr. Beilin’s call 
for acceleration of the talks, the peace 
process, bogged down by its own mechan- 
ism, can use a fresh start. The enthu- 
siasm of both Washington and Moscow 
and their sense of urgency are in them- 
selves refreshing. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I Arabic daily said in its editorial Friday that 
Jordan's principled stand on peace in the Middle East is the 
stand that should prevail in all countries involved in the 
Arab-Israeli conflict because such a stand is the real 
guarantor of peace and stability in the region and is the 
basis for economic and social development. The newspaper 
said real peace is the peace that brings positive and 
essential change that can be felt by the peoples of the 
region as His Majesty King Hussein told the Forreign 
Affairs Committee of the American Senate and other 
decision-makers in Washington. It said such a stand won 
King Hussein's peace efforts American appreciation and 
full commitment to supporting Jordan in all fields, whether 
in terms of debt forgiveness or in renewing the American 
pledge to continue to support the peace process as provided 
for in the Madrid peace conference. This was also why the 
American Senate voiced appreciation of Jordan's vital and 
distinguished role in seeking to achieve peace in the region, 

AL DUSTOUR Arabic daily dealt with His Majesty’s call at 
a meeting with the U.S. Senate's Foreign Affairs Commit- 
tee for joint action to enhance the concept of peace in the 
Middle East at a time when the peace process is passing 
through a decisive stage and the people of the region are 
bracing for receiving the economic dividends of the 
process. The paper said such a call is important for three 
factors. The first of these factors, it said, is that the call is 
issued by King Hussein, who led his people with firmness, 
courage and foresightedness to the threshold of a just and 
honourable peace and through calculated risks that require 
the support of the sponsors of the peace process. The 
second, the paper added, is that the people to whom the 
call was made are the members of the U.S. Congress, 
which hold one of the most important keys to the American 
foreign policy in the Middle East. The third factor is that 
the peace process now needs all the support it can meet 
because it is facing grave difficulties. 


•Jordanian Perspective 


No room for questioning Jordan’s commitment to pence 


FT IS TOO EARLY to determine the definitive outcome of 
His Majesty King Hussein's visit to the United States and 
his talks with Resident Bill Clinton and other senior 
administration officials and congressmen. But one thing is 
clear: The King left no room for any quesdon on Jordan’s 
commitment to peace and sincere wish to see comprehen- 
sive peace in the Middle East as well as the Kingdom’s 
willingness to help advance all tracks of the Arab-Israeli 
peace negotiations. 

The Kingdom's choice of peace did not stem from 
short-term considerations but from a deep conviction that 
the future of the region and its people could be served only 
in a state of peace, stability and security. That choice 
happens to be in the interests of not only the United States 
but also all peace-loving nations. 

Having made peace with Israel, Jordan now faces the 
challenge Of ensuring that peace reflects on people’s life. 
And that is where the United States and all others come in. 
If the objective of the whole exercise of the peace process 
was to ensure security and stability in the region and 
eliminate the shadow of conflict hanging over people's 
lives, then Jordan had done its part, and others have to play 
their parts. In the meantime, it is essential that Jordan is 
helped to consolidate peace and translate it into a better 
life for its people. Time and again, this has been made clear 
to everyone concerned, but very unfortunately the idea did 
not seem to have penetrated the minds of many who are in 
a position to extend help to Jordan. 

In any event, the King left no ambiguity when he told the 
Americans that signing a peace treaty with Israel did not 
mean all is well and the international community could 
simply forget about Jordan and its needs. Maintaining that 
peace is a major task that confronts the Kingdom and it 
needs help. If such help was not forthcoming, then it would 
only boost the forces of extremism in the region and they 
could even reverse the process of peace. 


“The Kingdom’s choice of 
peace did not stem from 
short-term considerations but 
from a deep conviction that 
the future of the region and 
its people could be served 


only in a state of peace, 
stability and security. That 
choice happens to be in the 
interests of not only the Un- 
ited States but also all peace- 
loving nations.” 


The very -American internal political melee over debt 
relief for Jordan was unexpected, to say the least. For one 
thing, it was taken for granted that the Clinton administra- 
tion would have no problem pushing through a request for 
the relatively small amount of 5275 million to write off 
Jordan’s debts. Based on that consideration, the focus was 
on American help for Jordan beyond debt relief and in 
terms of direct economic and military assistance. 

By triggering an internal crisis within Congress over the 
debt relief for Jordan, American politicians effectively 
steered the focus back to the issue at the expense of the 
Kingdom’s quest for direct aid from Washington. Perhaps 
this served the purpose of many in Capitol 'Hill, given that 
it became easier to argue about the debt relief while the 
issue of direct assistance was put in the back burner. 

The King’s talks with American leaders last week were, 
therefore, two-pronged. On the one hand, the issue of debt 
relief could be pushed, but. more importantly on the other, 
the King’s visit to Washington was indeed an excellent 
opportunity to present Jordan's case to American lawmak- 


ers and decision makers. The King has done precisely that. 

Many American lawmakers, whenever they take the 
floor in any debate on the Middle East, go out of their way 
to highlight the threat of Muslim fundamentalism and 
extremism against “Western values.” They give very little 
credence to the fact that Islam as a religion has little to do 
with what they consider a threat and that many of the acts 
of violence that the region is witnessing could be traced 
back to people's frustration over the injustices they have 
suffered for long. Of course that is no justification for 
violence, but the reality could not be brushed aside. 

As such, the same American lawmakers would be 
well-advised to take into consideration that improving 
people's life also means creating something that people 
would cherish and would balk at risking. whether in Jordan 
or anywhere else. And if Jordan is unable to do that, then 
the only beneficiary would be those who nurture negativ- 
ism at the expense of forward-looking optimists willing to 
play their part to advance the quest for a better life for all 
of us in the region. 


Remembering failures of Arab League 


By Pascal B. Kanny 

MARCH 22 marked the 
SOth anniversary of the 
establishment of the 
League of the Arab States, 
which includes 22 members. 
Regrettably, though, the 
League has not been able to 
achieve the expectations 
and national aspirations of 
the Arab peoples.. In fact, it 
has proven to bfc the league 
of states rather than of the 
Arab people. Thus, all dif- 
ferences or disputes which 
occurred among the mem- 
ber states adversely im- 
pacted upon the Arab peo- 
ple. 

A foreign observer may 
wonder why the Arab states 
do not act in unison despite 
the fact that they have 
.many things- and elements 
in comon. These states have 
the same language, reli- 
gion, culture, traditions and • 
shared history with some 
slight differences. Arab 
states should despite the 
internecine wars which they 
had waged against each 
other for many centuries, 
they closely and intimately - 
cooperate and speak almost 
in one voice in international 
forums. They form one of 
the biggest and most in- 


fluential and econofhic 
blocs in the world and can 
compete with the American 
and Japanese blocs. The 15 
states of the EU states have 
almost lifted the controls 
and seven of them have 
gone so far as to allow their 
citizens to cross the borders 
of each other without pass- 
ports or identity cards. 

The Arab citizen won- 
ders when similar facilities 
will be made available for 
Arab citizens, let alone 
non-Arabs, so as to ease the 
difficulties of travel from an 
Arab country to another. 

It is indeed incumbent 
upon the Arab states them- 
selves to make the league 
work and be powerful and 
prestigious and to conse- 
quently transform the 
league into one of the 
world’s political and econo- 
mic units or blocs that 
should be respected. The 
Arab states, which present- 
ly have more than two hun- 
dred million people, should 
help energise the league’s 
activities so that it will be- 
come the symbol of a united 
Arab will and determina- 
tion in the face of the so- 
called new world order in 
which the weak will be sub- 
dued if nor annihilated. It 


is high time for the Arab 
states to stand together 
against external threats and 
aggressions on the Arab 
peoples and to force Israel 
to withdraw from occupied 
Arab territories. 

But it is regrettable that 
the Arab states very often 
absolve themsleves of re- 
sponsibility for failures, 
particularly in the political 
field and blame these fai- 
lures on the league, forget- 
ting their own inveterate 
divisions and conflicts. 

The Arab League suc- 
ceeded in averting the inva- 
sion of Kuwait, by the gov- 
ernment of Abdul Kareem 
Qassem in Iraq in 1973. But 
it has unfortunately failed 
to solve the crisis resulting 
from the invasion of Kuwait 
* by Iraq in 1990. This unjust 
invasion presented one of 
the rare opportunities 
which the Arab states 
should have seized to en- 
hance the prestige of the 
Arab League by taking im- 
mediate urgent steps to 
solve the crisis. They should 
not have left it to the Un- 
ited States and other fore-' 
ign powers to intervene by 
waging war on Iraq in con- 
junction with some member 
states of the Arab League, 


thus causing a deep division 
and disarrarv among Arab 
states, with their effects still 
prevailing to the detriment 
of the Arab people. 

However, to do justice to 
the Arab League, we 
should mention some of the 
positive aspects of the 
league’s activities. The 
league has endeavoured to 
play a role in international 
politics as it has a perma- 
nent representative at the 
United Nations and has 
contributed there to the de- 
colonisation of manv coun- 
tries which were" under 
European rule. It has 
affirmed non-alignment 
within the Non-Alignment 
Movement and encouraged 
African-Arab cooperation 
based on common interests. • 
It has helped create the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) in 1964. It 
has vigorously defended the 
right of Palestinians to self- 
determination in interna- 
tional forums and confer- 
ences, and it has kept up 
the boycott of Israel, which 
should be strictly main- 
tained, until Israel has com- 
pletely withdrawn from 
Palestinian. Syrian and 
Lebanese territories. 


Arab World remains divided 
to the detriment of all Arabs 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

JORDANIAN WRITERS 
and columnists last week 
lamented the dissent and 
disunity that prevails in the 
Arab World as they con- 
trasted the lack of demo- 
' cracy in Arab countries 
with the European success- 
ful attempts at unification. 

Columnist Sultan Hattab 
said the Schengen Treaty, 
which allows free travel be- 
tween seven European 
countries, is die gift of the 
European Union (EU) to 
its peoples. This is a treaty 
that is forged by the will of 
the people based on demo- 
cratic principles and carried 
out by consensus of all 
European citizens, he 
added. 

We the Arabs, despite 
our dire need for unity, 
could not translate any of 
our aspirations and ambi- 
tions into reality, he said. 
On the contrary, our dis- 
sent is entrenched because 
we drowned ourselves with 
slogans, he added. 

Now an Arab citizen can 
move freely between the 
European capitals easier 
than moving inside his/her 
own country, he said. It 
took me only two minutes 
to pass from France to 
Switzerland, I felt so bitter, 
he said. 

Ali Safadi, a weekly col- 
umnist at A1 Dustour, said 
that when he heard of the 
Schengen Treaty, he 
wished the same would 
happen in all Arab coun- 
tries. Despite all historical 
links that bind Arab coun- 
tries, and despite the fact 
that the Arab people speak 
the same language, they 
implement a totally contra- 
dictory policy to their 
ambitions, he said. 


The travel restrictions in 
some Arab countries are 
getting more and more 
complicated, Mr. Safadi 
said. Travellers would stay 
for a very long period of 
time trying tp pass through 
a checkpoint from one 
Arab country to another, 
he added. 

Mr. Safadi said that 
while Arab media continue 
to speak of good rela- 
tionships among Arab 
countries, the situation is 
totally different. Not only 
travellers have to pass 
through tedious proce- 
dures, but they are also 
subjected to all kinds of 
questioning and prolonged 
investigations. Under the 
current circumstances, how 
can we blame Arabs for 
vacationing abroad? he 
said. 


and early 1990s. This re- 
gression raises all sorts of 
fears and frustration, he 
said. 

Mr. Razzaz called on all 
Arab intellectuals and fore- 
ign experts in Arab and 
Middle East affairs to look 
into the root causes of this 
crisis and methods of over- 
coming it. 

Fahed A! Fanek, a col- 
umnist at Al Ra’i, con- 
tended that normalisation 
was more dangerous on 
Israel than on Arab coun- 
tries. In his column, enti- 
tled the dangers of norma- 
lisation, Dr. Fanek attri- 
buted the Arab writers’ re- 
current admonitions of the 
repercussions of normalisa- 
tion on Arab countries to 
psychological factors, or to 
suspicion complex. 

He said it would be in 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Samir Qatami in Al Ra’i 
attributed the lack of unity 
among Arab countries to 
the lack of democracy and 
the continuous violations of 
human rights. He said huge 
financial and administra- 
tive corruption, domina- 
tion of key positions by 
tribal figures and misman- 
agemnet are all contribut- 
ing elements to disunity 
and differences among 
Arab countries. 

In his daily column at Al 
Dustour, Mu'nis Razzaz 
showed deep concern over 
the lack of democracy,, in 
the Arab countries. He said 
there was a sad regression 
in the contemporary demo- 
cratic experiment in the 
Arab World, though this 
experiment seemed irrev- 
ersible in the mid-1980s 


Israel's interest to resolve 
the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
by military means rather 
than by peaceful means be- 
cause Israel has a superior 
technology and the advan- 
tage of being more power- 
ful. In the case of an Arab- 
Israeli confrontation, 
either on the cultural level 
or on the economic levels, 
the Arab side will prove to 
be more powerful. 

In Al Ra’i newspaper, 
Mufid Nahleh called on 
writers and intellectuals to 
rise up to their responsibili- 
ties and protect the Jorda- 
nian Writers’ Association 
from all kinds of troubles 
that have been raging 
among writers for over two 
months. He said Writers, 
who have been fighting 
over the issue of normalisa- 


tion, should have a unified 
and clear stand to elect the 
perfect president and admi- 
nistrative body (on April 7) 
who would be capable of 
saving and protecting the 
literary body in the coun- 
try. 

In Al Ra'i also. Naji 
Alloush said that many 
people, who could not be 
described as writers., have 
infiltrated the Writers 
Association and would con- 
sequently influence the 
outcome of its elections. 

He said the successive 
.adminstrations have until 
now ignored this issue and 
did not solve the problem. 
These members, said Mr. 
Alloush, who is also a 
member of the association, 

have acquired certain rights 
and will continue to pose a 
threat to the association 
unless a solution is found. 

In the weekly Shihan, 
Toujan Faisal criticised the 
Artists Association for 
sacking actress Shafiqa Al 
Tal for her role in Egyptian 
series, Layali Al Hilmieh, 
which, the association said, 
hurt the reputation of Jor- 
dan. 

Ms. Faisal, who is a 
member of the Lower 
House of Parliament, said 
that unions and associa- 
tions are essential factors 
for the progress and 
prosperity of democracies 
in the world and therefore 
should not be used as a new 
repressive tool and a dict- 
torship authority. Refer- 
ring to the Jordan Press 
Association, which she 
says, has been transferred 
into a repressive authority. 
Ms. Faisal warned of 
monopolising unions and 
exploiting them. 


LETTERS 


Seeming ghosts in 
broad daylight 

To the Editor: 

REGARDING THE article in March 29 issue of the 
Jordan Times, by Michael Stott, Reuter, on the subject of 
democracy in Latin America, I wish to clarify some points 
in relation to Brazil. 

First, the case of police brutality which is referred to by 
the author is being dealt with under the law. The 
perpetrators of such a hideous crime have been arrested 
and are being prosecuted. Unfortunately for mankind, acts 
of brutality on the part of police officers are not exclusive 
to Brazil or to Latin America. 

Second, the author does not clarify the reasons why the 
Tulane University professor is not optimistic about demo- 
cracy in Latin America. It is hard to understand the reasons 
why you are not contributing to democracy by im- 
plementing electoral reform and cleaner elections? Maybe 
1 Mr. Stott was hard pressed for time to produce his article 
and did not bother to substantiate Professor Camp's 
assertion. 

Third* no country can be a democracy “only because the 
law says so”. That is true for any country. However, if the 
laws are not there, to assure that people can exercise their 
rights, no political system will ever be perfected. 

Fourth, I fail to grasp the relation the author establishes 
between the authoritarian past and present problems. 
Maybe he is seeing ghosts in the broad daylight of the total 
freedom of expression and open elections that have 
prevailed in Brazil for the last 10 yeais. 

Fernando S. Alves, 
Ambassador of Brazil, 
Amman. 


‘An enchanting 
experience’ in Jordan 


To the Editor: 

IN PREPARATION for our self-guided tourist trip to 
Jordan, I surveyed the travel sections of various on-line 
computer bulletin boards. Concerning potential dangers 
such as theft, the experienced respondents answered that I 
could leave a suitcase on a street corner and it would still be 
there a week later. I thought this was unbelievable - until 
my wife and I visited the country last month and became a 
believer. 

On the second day of our trip, suffering from jet-lag, we 
stopped for coffee at an outdoor cafe in Petra, the rose-red 
city as old as time - a highlight of any tour to Jordan. After 
coffee we walked around for several hours and headed 
back to our hotel. When I looked for the -room key I 
realised my backpack was not with me. In addition to the 
room key, my backpack contained all the airline tickets for 
three additional countries, prepaid tickets for tours in 
Egypt and Italy, traveler's checks, all my credit cards, and 
all my money. Basically I felt that I would have to cancel 
my entire trip and try to figure out how to get home at a 
loss of thousands of dollars. 

I returned to the outdoor cafe where we bad coffee, bat 
the backpack was not there. I asked everyone if they had 
seen it and was told to check at the Tourist Police Station. I 
figured this was a brushoff, and held out little hope. 1 found 
the police station and was told to sit down and wait. At that 
point I was the most dejected, disappointed traveller that 
ever was. 

Imagine my surprise when several policemen came out 
from a back room with my backpack and inventoried all my 
belongings. Not one thing was missing! We all celebrated 
by sitting around the Tourist Police Station in a circle, 
drinking their hot sweet tea and making toasts to each 
other and to the bedouin who had turned in my back pack. 
The recurring phrase they used was “Welcome to Jordan 1 ’, 
which I repeatedly heard from all the locals I met during 
the remainder of my most delightful and memorable trip. 



newly 
to Israel or 


opened country whenever you schedule a trip 
Egypt. You will feel as welcome as we did. 


By the way, I tried to reward my bedouin friend. He 
would not take money, but made me promise to go home 
and tell all my friends about the hospitality of Jordan. 

Thomas G. Sonsmi, 
Newberry, FI., 

The United States. 


The Jordan Times welcomes /eftm and contributions front 
its readers on any subject they wish to tackle. LctUss 
intended for publication, however, should co ntai n the 
writer’s full name and preferably address as weB. Names 
can be withheld only upon request and under special 
dmimstances. Letters are subject to editing. The newspap- 
er ts not responsible for the return of unns gri nuumscnpO" 






tto 


% 


state 
s ec u 


»en s 


of 

rit v 


to 


not °niv a" 
,ul also'i 1 
ms." 


nir 

alt* 

^ mJ.j; :. r ;\ 

'ffl .•^4:-.^ 

&u r r^:; 

**» ■ 

i*« c r . ,','j ■■“•■- . _ ' 

=<fw i " _ '■ 


- *T~ . 


tters 

8 ghosts i P 

I daylight 


? “jr i 

:x t. : 


IfTOUJC • 


anting 
ce’ in Jori 


t .si*I •> - , 

ft gw: ■*:*-'• - 

S* *"■ 

1 li'rc 7 % 

’n • ,. ;: 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, APRIL 1, 1995 



ARAB BANK 
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CHAIRMAN'S MESSAGE 


"N 


Dear Shareholders, 

Various efforts were made in 1994 to 
resolve the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
beginning with the Oslo Agreement and 
ending with the Jordan-Israel peace 
treaty, and continuing discussions are still 
being undertaken regarding the occupied 
Golan Heights and the South of Lebanon. 
It is~hoped that these efforts will promote 
the creation of a stable environment, but 
the expected peace dividends may not be 
achieved in the near future. This is 
because securing peace requires the 
establishment of justice and this has not 
yet been attained. 

Events of the coming years will decide 
the final outcome of the peace process, 
and the future will be determined by the 
.Israeli commitment to the substance of 
the agreements. Jerusalem should be 
returned to Arab sovereignty together 
with Arab Palestinians' rights and land. 
The Golan Heights should be returned to 
Syria and South Lebanon with its water 
returned to Lebanon. 

The Palestinian people should be able to 
handle their affairs, democratically. This 
will help them honour their commitment 
to. peace and lead to a meaningful 
relationship with Jordan. 

The economic development and 
prosperity of the Arab people are vital 
ingredients for political stability. Peace 
should not only be used to access the 
Arab markets. The world's advanced 
industrial nations should participate in 
both the economic and technological 
development of the Arab world. On the 
other hand, the Arab countries should 
unify their efforts and resolve their 
differences so as to protect their legacy 
and promote their culture. To meet the 
continuing economic challenges, 
appropriate laws and regulations should 
be established to facilitate the organised 
and efficient transfer of goods, capital 
and manpower within the Arab World. 

The history of the Arab Bank has been 
entwined with the history of the Arab 
people, and die Bank is positioned as a 
major player ' in tbe economic 
development of Palestine. It has already 
reopened its branches in Gaza. Nablus 
and Ram all ah, and opened a new branch 
in Jericho. More branches are planned for 
opening within the next few months. 
Arab Bank will also participate with a 
majority share in the Arab Palestinian 
Investment Bank, a full-fledged 
commercial and investment banking 
entity operating in the self-rule areas. The 
other shareholders are International 
Finance Corporation - IFC (.25%), 
Deutsche Investition- und 

Entwicklungsgese Use haft MbH - DEG 
<25%), Palestine Investment and 
Development Co. Ltd. - PIDC (5%) and 
local investors (4%). 

1994 was a turning point for the 
economic and financial affairs of the 
Arab world. Previously committed 
expenses have drained liquidity from 
several countries. Spending on long-term 
investments and operational activities 
declined. Private sector business which 
relies heavily on public spending, 
declined substantially, thus adding to the 
stagnation in the maikets. Shortage of 
liquidity was witnessed as a result of 
these difficulties. Ready cash and 
liquidated investments were repatriated 
from the international financial maikets 
back to the Arab World. 

That investment opportunities in the 
Middle East are as good as those in 
international markets was proven in 1994. 
Another important observation, which 
may be considered as a lasting 
implication of this phenomenon, is the 
absence of easy funds available in' the 
Middle East for international financiers. 
The Arab markets will most probably be 
' net importers of liquid funds in the fiiture 
rather than net exporters," especially -after 


the move in several countries to privatise 
publicly owned entities. Financial 
institutions wishing to operate 
successfully in these maikets have to 
adopt more positive views towards 
investment in this area. 

The management of Arab Bank has 
always worked as a positive and effective 
contributor to the development of the 
economy of the Arab world in the 
countries where the Bank operates. The 
prevailing circumstances are most 
appropriate to achieve our objectives and 
Arab Bank looks to the future of the Arab 
world with confidence and with great 
expectation. 

The major changes that began in the 
financial maikets in the 1980s and early 
1990s have reached maturity. 
Deregulation and integration have been 
allowed to progress and have released 
powerful market forces that have 
improved capital market efficiency 
globally. Deregulation has accelerated a 
convergence of financial regulatory 
practices around the world, allowing 
non-banking firms to gain greater market 
access. This has increased competition for 
market share, not only because fixed 
commission and distribution structure 
have been eliminated, but also because 
new players have been allowed to enter 
formerly restricted national markets, the 
last few years have- also brought 
important changes for the multinational 
banks as they have discovered that the 
world of finance is more closely linked 
across international borders than ever 
before. Globalisation of the financial 
markets has not only produced new 
opportunities, but has also exposed banks 
to tough competition from large and 
efficient foreign financial institutions. 

What has emerged, however, is a fast 
changing industry. Adaptation in such an 
environment is the key to survival. 
Through adaptation, the leading financial 
institutions will be better able to manage 
risks. They should have a deep 
commitment to serving clients before 
acquiring benefits from. them. The 
financial institutions that can adapt 
successfully are those able to offer the 
most up-to-date responsive, 

comprehensible and useful services. 
Proficiency in capital maikets requires 
real time knowledge of the world's major 
financial maikets as well as trading skills, 
distribution capability and the ability to 
manage and hedge all kinds of financial 
risks. 

Arab Bank management understands the 
dynamic forces that are reshaping the 
banking industry. The difficult process of 
adaptation and adjustment is an ongoing 
phenomenon. Arab Bank' is 
complementing its branch network 
continuously, and' automation and 
modernisation of its financial services are 
key issues in its operations. Clustering a 
wide range of financial products 
according to different market 
characteristics has also been a key feature 
of its strategy. Arab Bank's resources are 
employed to enhance its services to its 
clients and it works to satisfy the needs of 
its customers in a simple and direct 
manner. The Bank never takes quality for 

granted. 

• 

Tbe results of your Bank in 1994 were 
good, in spite of continuous changes in 
the international financial markets and the 
indecisive attitude which prevailed in the 
Middle East as a result of the continued 
activities relating to achievements of a 
political settlement in this area. 

I am pleased to announce that the net 
income of Arab Bank Pic increased to JD 
70.5 million from JD 59.5 million in 
1993, representing a growth rate of 
18.5%. These results were achieved for 
the first time in the history of your 
institution. Net income for Arab Bank 
Group reached USS 141.2 million, 
representing an increase of 31.7% over 



the 1993 figures. Total assets reached JD 
8,296.2 million in the Bank and USS 
14,486.1 milli on in the Group. Tbe 
stability in the Group's assets is a direct 
result of the tightening of the money 
markets in the Middle East as well as of 
the fluctuation in exchange rates. On the 
other hand, the Group's liquidity remained 
higher than local and international norms. 
Total cash and quasi-cash to total assets 
was 58.9% at the end of the year for the 
Bank and 59.3% for the Group. 

The Bank continued its constructive effort 
in building its risk assets. Total loan 
portfolio (net of doubtful debt allowance) 
reached USS 5,108.5 million in the Group 
, at the end of 1994 compared to USS 
4,313.9 million at the end of 1993. The 
growth of USS 794.6 million reflects the 
results of the Group’s efforts to expand its 
prime quality lending, its success was 
limited by both the political and economic 
factors which dominated the international 
maikets in general and the Middle East 
market in particular. 

The Board of Directors of Arab Bank Pic 
has proposed to the General Assembly the 
distribution of JD 15.4 million in cash 
dividends, which represent 35% of 
paid-in-capital, and allocation of tbe 
balance < of distributable income to the 
disclosed reserves. Accordingly, the 
shareholders' equity for the Bank at the end 
of 1994 reached JD 487.0 million 
compared to JD 432.0 million at the end of 

1993. The Group's equity reached US$ 
1,180.5 million. The ratio of the 
shareholders' equity to total assets rose to 
5.9% for the Bank and to 8.1% for the 
Group compared with 5.7% and 7.4% at 
the end of 1993. Capital adequacy ratio 
calculated according to the Basle rules was 
12.62% for the Bank and 13.65% for the 
Group. It is important to note that the 
required ratio of the Basle committee and 
the leading central banks is only 8%. The 
positive difference leaves ample room for. 
tbe Group to increase 'Its loans and 
investments in the future, given' the 
changes in Middle East political risks. 

The term of office of the previous Board of 
Directors came to an end as of 31 March 

1994. All Board Members were re-elected. 

I regret to convey to you that Mr. George 
Tannous passed away on 14 October 1994. 
On behalf of the Shareholders and the 
Members of the Board. I would like to 
extend my sincere condolences to his 
family. 

On 18 January 1995, Mr. Nasser Alrashid 
was elected by the Board to fill the vacant 
seat according to paragraph (A) of Article 
178 of the 1989 Jordan Company Law. 

On the occasion of your Annual Meeting, I 
would like to express my deep appreciation 
and thanks to the staff of Arab Bank and to 
its customers and shareholders, without 
whose faith, effort and support, the 
continued success of the Bank would not 
have been possible. I would also like to 
extend my best and sincere wishes to each 
one of you. May God bless you all. 


Abdulmajeed Shoman 
Chairman, Board of Directors 


v 




65 YEARS OF SERVICE 

On 14 July 1995, Arab Bank will 
celebrate its 65th anniversary. The 
Bank has not only survived. It has 
succeeded and grown. These simple 
words are the return on the 
investment of millions of hours of 
hard work by the people of Arab 
Bank. 

Arab Bank was a leader in the 
introduction of banking to many 
Arab countries. It was ahead of its 
time in realising the. importance of 
an Arab Bank and its vital role in the 
development of the economy of the 
Arab world The same pioneer spirit 
led Arab Bank to new frontiers and 
further achievements as it later 
branched out into important 
international financial centres, 
including London, New York and 
Singapore. 

Few financial institutions have 
flourished so well under the same 
difficult circumstances and 
hardships as those faced by Arab 
Bank. The Bank has survived 
throughout a turbulent period of 
history in the Middle East Starting 
with the British Mandate in 
Palestine and ending with the recent 
Oslo Agreement Arab Bank has 
been affected by almost all foreign 
campaigns and local national crises 
in die area, the Bank has endured the 
tripartite invasion in Egypt in 1956, 
as well as the recent highly 
regrettable civil war in Yemen and 
the suffering in Lebanon, Kuwait 
and Iraq. Several Arab Bank 
branches have weathered extreme 
difficulties, and they have operated 
under fire on the front lines in Aden, 
Beirut and Jerusalem. Whenever a 
branch was forced to close, due to 
war or nationalisatfon, a new branch 
was opened nearby, reflecting Arab 
Bank's will and desire to succeed. 

Arab Bank bas continued on the 
path envisioned for it with 
persistence and tenacity. The Bank 
has not operated in a vacuum and 
the majority of the Bank's 
management, staff and clients are 
- drawn from the communities which 
it serves. Thus, Arab Bank's mission 
to serve these communities and 
participate effectively in the 
development of their welfare has 
resulted in a strong mutually 
beneficial relationship between the 
Bank and its clients. Whenever 
some other banks have chosen the 
easy option of dropping out when 
difficulties prevailed, Arab Bank has 
stood fast and disregarded profit and 
expense. Arab Bank has honoured 
its obligations no matter what the 
price of the difficulty, it has stood 
beside its people and served them 
well; in return they have trusted the 
Bank and helped it to succeed. 

Arab Bank is one of the oldest banks 
operating in the Arab world as well 
as one of its most advanced and 
modernised financial institutions. It 
is effectively managed, soundly 
capitalised and profitable. Arab 
Bank offers a wide range of service 
to an increasingly sophisticated 
clientele. The ability of the Bank's 
management to employ 
state-of-the-art modem technology, 
as well as to comprehend and adapt 
to the significant factors which are 
continuously influencing and 
reshaping the banking industry, has 
become the cornerstone of the 



Bank's strength. 

The dynamism of the Bank's clients 
has motivated the Bank to 
outperform. Following the 
petro-dollar boom, Arab 
businessmen had direct access to 
the world's most advanced financial 
markets. They became more 
sophisticated and experienced in 
dealing with modern and complex 
financial services and products. To 
meet their new needs and 
requirements, Arab Bank has 
pioneered the introduction of new 
financial services to the Arab world. 
The innovations of the Bank have 
not been limited only to the 
promotion of new products, it has 
modified some complicated and 
sophisticated services, in order 
better to fit tbe local markets and 
improve its services to customers. 
On some occasions the Bank has 
refrained from offering certain 
product lines, because such 
products either did not fit well with 
its clients' needs or were deemed to 
be possibly detrimental instead of 
beneficial to their interests. 

A major characteristic of Arab Bank 
is its concerted presence in the Arab 
world and its spreading network in 
the most important world financial 
centres, as •’ reflected ' in the 
geographical distribution of Arab 
Bank at the end of 1994. Arab Bank 
entities located in Europe comprise 
the majority share of total assets 
(38.4%), loan portfolio (22.5%), 
deposits (39.5%) and revenue 
(34.3%). The Arab countries, 
excluding Jordan, rank second with 
total assets (27.3%), loan portfolio 
(373%), deposits (29.0%) and 
revenue (30.2%). Jordan ranks third 
with total assets (18.2%), loan 
portfolio (18.7%), deposits (20.9%) 
and revenue (21.8%). The Far East 
and Australia gained over North 
America with loan portfolio 
(163%) and revenue (8.2%), but 
North America ranks fourth in 
terms of total assets (83%) and 
deposits (6.8%). 

After 65 years of hard work, Arab 
Bank has now become a strong 
financial institution with total 
balance sheet exceeding USS20 
billion; shareholders' equity close 
to US$1,200 million; and net 
income of some USS150 million. 
The results of Arab Bank in 1994 
reflect the Bank's ability to succeed 
and the depth of its financial power. 
We can only conclude from this that 
the Bank is ready to enter a new era 
in the world of banking both at the 
regional and international level. 

Khalid Shoman, 

Deputy Chairman 
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Balance Sheet as of 31 December 1994 and 1993 


Assets 

Cash and due from banks 


1994 
J.D. (’000) 

3,864,954 


1993 
J.D. ('000) 

3,695,687 


Liabilities and Shareholders' Equity 
Deposits and other accounts 


1994 

j.d. rooo> 

7.625.752 


1993 
J.D. COOO) 

6,994,073 


Securities and investments 

1,022,153 

985,629 

Acceptances 

112.853 

92,004 

Loans and advances 

3,131,549 

2,668.564 

Accrued interest payable 

55,101 

36,894 

Customers' liability 



proposed dividends and remunerations 

15.455 

15,455 

on acceptances 

112,S53 

92,004 

Capital 

44,000 

44,000 

Premises and equipment 

53,526 

48,532 

Statutory reserve 

44,000 

44,000 

Accrued interest receivable 

65,942 

46,949 ' 

Voluntary reserve 

94,000 

75.000 

Other assets 

45,184 

33,061 

General reserve 

305,000 

269,000 


Total Assets 


8,296,161 


7,570,426 


Total Liabilities and 


, 

t 

| Customers' liability on 

• 


Shareholder's Equity 

8,296,161 

7,570,426 

j guarantees and letters of credit 

2,935,847 

2.422,468 

Guarantees and letters of credit 

2,935,847 

2,422,468 


Total 


11,232,008 


9,992,894 


Total 


11,232,008 


9,992,894 
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and Loss Statement for the years ending 
31 December 1994 and 1993 


Cash Flow Statement for the years ending 
31 December 1994 and 1993 



1994 

1993 

Revenue 

J.D. (’000) 

J.D. COOO) 

Interest revenue 

499,338 

415,141 

L ess: Interest expense 

336,713 

271,864 

Wet interest revenue 

162,625 

143,277 

or.- interest revenue 

Commissions 

46,129 

42,129 

Foreign exchange trading 

16,233 

12.S9S 

Other revenue 

30,075 

22.589 

Total non- interest revenue 

92,437 

77.616 

Total Revenue 

255,062 

220,893 

Expenses 



Salaries and staff benefits 

67.266 

57,670 

Depreciation of premises 



and equipment 

6,481 

5,797 

Other expenses and provisions 

82,158 

77,892 

Total Expenses 

155,905 

141,359 

Net income before income taxes 

99,157 

79,534 

Income taxes 

28,702 

20,079 

Net Income 

70,455 

59,455 

Appropriations 



To statutory reserve 


8,000 

To voluntary reserve 

19,000 

15,000 


36,000 

21,000 

Proposed cash dividends 

15,400 

15,400 

Directors' remunerations 

55 

55 

Total Appropriations 

70,455 

59,455 


1994 


1993 


Cash flow from operations 

J.D. C000) . 

J.D. C000) 

Interest and non-interest revenue 

594,087 

492,757 

Interest and commission expense 

(339,025) 

(271,864) 

General and administrative expenses 

( 149,424) 

035,562) 

Cash flow from operations before 

changes in assets and liabilities 

105,638 

(85,331) 

(Increase) decrease in assets 

Loans and advances 

(462,985) 

(72,363) 

Securities and investments 

(36,524) 

016,694) 

Other assets 

(31,116) 

8,024 

Increase (decrease) in liabilities 

Deposits and other accounts 

649,886 

415,921 

Net cash flow from operations before tax 

224.899 

320,219 

Income taxes 

(28,702) 

(20.079) 

Net cash flow from operations 

196,197 

300,140 

Cash flow from investments 

(Purchase) sale of fixed assets 

01,475) 

(12,070) 

Net cash from investments 

(11.475) 

(12,070) 

Cash flow from financing 

Dividends paid 

05.455) 

(13,255) 

Net cash flow from financing 

05,455) 

03,255) 

Net increase (decrease) in cash 

169,267 

274,815 


beginning of the year 

3,695,687 

3,420,872 

Cash and due from banks 

at the end of the year 

3,864,954 

3,695,687 


Conversion rates of foreign currencies against the Jordanian Dinar for consolidation purposes 


Currency 

End 1994 

End 1993 

Bahraini Dinar 

0.538 

0.535 

Cyprus Pound 

0.679 

0.739 

French Franc 

7.613 

8.319 

Greek Drachma 

342.623 

353.892 

Italian Lire 

2,309.470 

2,415.460 

Korean Won 

1,125.470 

1.147.500 

Lebanese Pound 

2,350.270 

2,429.620 


Currency 
Pound Sterling 
Qatari Rival 
Spanish Peseta 
U.A.E. Dirham 
U.S.Dollar 
Yemeni Riyal 


End 1994 
0.911 
5.190 
187.992 
5.240 
1.427 
17.140 


End 1993 
0.958 
5.170 
201.944 
5.220 
1.420 
17.050 
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Balance Sheet of Jordan Branches as of 31 December 1994 and 1993 1 
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1994 

1993 

Assets 

J.D. (*000) 

J.D. (’000) 

Cash and due from Banks 

742,128,433 

657,767,170 

Cash at Central Bank of Jordan 

647,985.670 

630,664,081 

Government Securities 

98,727,913 

126,557,441 

Loans and Advances (Net) 

681,775,210 

582,112.568 

.Marketable Securities 

- • 21,642,280 

16.668.353 

Fixed Assets (Net) 

17,465.147 

16,274,701 

Other Assets 

14.615.749 

11,849,812 


Total 2,224,340,402 2,041,894,126 


( AUDITORS’ REPORT ) 

To the Shareholders of Arab Bank Pic 

Amman-Jordan 

We have audited the accompanying balance sheet of Arab Bank Pic (a 
Jordanian Public Shareholding Limited Company) as of December 31. 1994, 
and 1993 and the related statements of income and cash flows for the years 
then ended. These financial statements are the. responsibility of the Bank's 
management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial 
statements based on our audit. We have obtained the . information and 
explanations which to the best of our knowledge and belief were necessary for 
the purpose of our audit. 

We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on 
Auditing. Those Standards require that we plan and perform the audit to 
obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of 
material misstatement. An audit includes examining on a test basis, evidence 
supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit 
also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant 
estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial 
statements presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis 
for our opinion. 

The Bank maintains proper accounting records which are in agreement with 
the accompanying financial statements and with the financial information 
included in the Board of Directors' report. 

In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements present fairly, in all 
material respects the financial position of Arab Bank Pic as of December 3 1 , 
1994 and 1993 and the results of its operations and its cash flows for the years 
then ended in accordance with International Accounting Standards, and we 
recommend that the General Assembly approve these financial statements. 

Amman-Jordan 

January 22, 1995 . Saba & Co. 





1994 

1993 

Liabilities & Shareholders 9 Equity 

J.D. (’000) 

J.D. (’000) 

Customers’ Deposits 

1,909,661,087 

1,800,4S3,3S1 

Banks’ Deposits 

58,776,635 

28,963,137 

Borrowed Funds 

109,609 

S3,033 

Cash Margins 

115,073,829 

99,625.481 

Provisions 

15,820,926 

9,048,988 

Other Liabilities 

53,720,338 

37,231,517 

Total Liabilities 

2,153,162,424 

1,975,435,537 

Paid-up Capital 

44,000,000 

44,000,000 

Statutory Reserve 

8,441,527 

8,441,527 

Voluntary Reserve 

18,736,451 

14,017,062 

Total Shareholders 9 Equity 

71,177,978 

66,458,589 

Total Liabilities and Shareholders 9 Equity 

2,224340,402 

2,041,894,126 


Profit and Loss Statement for the years ending 
31 December 1994 and 1993 




1994 

1993 


J.D. (*000) 

J.D. t'000) 

Interest Revenue 

1 17,264,720 

96,280,112 

Commissions 

13,927,674 

12,847.180 

Less: 



Interest Paid 

83.017,667 

71.716,453 

Commissions Paid 

291,819 

313,020 

Interest & Commissions 

47.8S2,90S 

37,097.819 

Plus: 




Income from 

Securities Portfolio 

6,777,290 

6.277.074 

Foreign Exchange Trading 

2,256,831 

2,755,237 

Other Revenue 

1,430.204 

1,096,560 

Less: 



Provisions for Doubtful Loans 

6,378,852 

2,000,000 

Loan Losses 

95,652 

6,670,241 

General and Administrative Expenses 

28375,871 

23,653,091 

Income Before Tax 

23,596,858 

14,903,358 

Tax 

(14,572,100) 

(6,250,000) 

Income After Tax 

9,024,758 

. 8,653.358 

Appropriations 



Statutory Reserve 

- 

1,490.336 

Voluntary Reserve 

4J19.3S9 

2,980,672 

Universities Fees 

235,969 

149.034 

Provision for Scientific Research 

235.969 

149,034 

Management Profit 

3333,431 

3,884382 

Total 

9,024,758 

8,653358 
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ARAB BANK 






BOARD OF DIRECTORS' 65th ANNUAL REPORT 


For the year ending 31 December 1994, 
submitted to the General Assembly of 
Shareholders at the Annual Meeting held 
at the Bank's Head Office Building, 
Shmeisani, Amman, at 10 a-m. on Friday, 
31 March 1995. 

Dear Shareholders, 

In 1994. Arab Bank Group faced changing 
conditions and new uncertainties in the Arab 
world as well as in the international 
financial markets, its strong financial 
position combined with the efforts of its 
management team enabled the Group to 
meet these challenges successfully and to 
achieve good results, the following section 
of the report contains a review of the 
business environment and an analysis of the 
financial and operational performance of the 
Group. 

Business environment 

Multinational financial institutions operated 
in more agreeable conditions during 1994 as 
the economy of the industrial world 
continued the progress begun in late 1993. 
The Ignited States achieved a good growth 
rate in its Gross Domestic Product as a result 
of a strong increase in its domestic 
consumption and in its capital spending, and 
the significant increase in imports to the 
United States enhanced the economic 
growth of other countries. The monetary 
policies adopted in the EC countries in the 
early 1990s produced encouraging 
developments during 1994. with the average 
annual economic growth in the EC countries 
reaching 3% compared to the negative 
growth recorded during 1993. 

Movements in the economic cycle however 
were not completely synchronised among 
the industrialised nations in North America. 
Western Europe, and the Pacific rim. The 
economic turn-round in the United Stales 
and in most of the Western European 
countries was not accompanied by similar 
activity in Japan. The United Slates, the 
United Kingdom and Canada achieved a 
GDP growth rate of around 4%. From the 
second quarter of 1994 onward. Germany 
and France showed stronger than expected 
results. On the other hand. Japan's economic 
indicator positioned the country's activities 
at the lowest point on the economic cycle. 

Desynchronisation within the world 
economy is not the only problem which 
influenced the market-place. Delocalisation 
and mega-competition have created 
structural changes and challenges to the 
western industrialised nations. Now that 
national and regional barriers, restricting 
financial flows no longer exist, and neither 
technology nor management techniques 
observe any boundaries, the key privileges 
of economic success are increasingly 
transferable from one country to another. 
Accordingly, severe tension is created by the 
additional number of different countries 
entering the multilateral Lrade system. 
Western Europe, and to a lesser extent the 
United States, are facing what may be called 
a "jobless recovery" because neither present 
nor projected growth rates are enough for 
creating jobs oil a large scale. 
Unemployment will remain a critical issue 
in the industrialised world for some time to 
come. Unfortunately, instantaneous political 
or economic solutions are not available to 
solve this problem. For western 
industrialised countries, the competition 


from East Asia means, above all. that the 
vaunted western social model is now under 
assault, and the very essence of social 
welfare is being called into question. 

Starting in the second quarter of 1994. 
interest rates on the U.S. dollar and the 
British pound both hedged up following 
restrictive measures adopted in both 
countries to fight inflation in its infancy. The 
interest rate on the Deutsche mark, however, 
continued its downward trend as a result of 
the efforts of the German authorities to 
stimulate the economy. Interest rates on the 
Japanese yen did not differ much from their 
low level prevailing since the end of 1 993. 

In the foreign exchange market, the U.S. 
dollar was subjected to heavy attack during 
most of the year. Due to the rise of inflation 
indicators and the reluctance of the Federal 
Reserve authorities to face this problem, the 
U.S. dollar was sold extensively. Most 
currencies, in particular the Japanese yen. 
appreciated significantly. Both the United 
States trading balance and its continuing 
budget deficit also weighed heavily on the 
U.S. dollar. 

The economy of the Arab world was 
subjected to much anxiety and many 
uncertainties during the year. Political 
uncertainty in relation to the Gulf situation, 
as well as the impact of the continuous 
efforts to settle the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
prevented any constructive movement 
towards long-term investments or short-term 
trade activities. Oil prices stabilised at their 
relatively low levels, and continue to remain 
sensitive to the possibility of Iraq re-entering 
the market. It is anticipated that world 
demand for crude oil will continue to grow 
along with growth of the global economy. 
The increased demand is expected to absorb 
the increased supply without further 
depressing the price. 


FINANCIAL REVIEW 
Foreword 

The functional and reporting currency of the 
Group is the U.S. dollar. Arab Bank Pic. and 
Arab Bank (Switzerland) Ltd. comprise 
close to 90% of the total assets of the Group. 
The reporting currencies of these two 
entities are- the Jordanian dinar and the 
Swiss franc respectively. At the end of 1994. 
one U.S. dollar equalled JD 0.701 and Sfr. 
1.3130 compared to JD 0.704 and Sfr. 
1 .4640 at the end of 1993. 

Result of operations 

Net interest, commission and other revenue 
showed satisfactory improvements. Income 
from foreign exchange increased by 27.7%. 
Expenses and provisions were in line with 
the budget and expectations. Net income 
after tax grew at the rate of 31.7% and 
reached US$ 141.2 million compared to 
US$ 107.2 million in 1993. This strong 
performance is attributable to the growing 
earning power of the Group. It also reflects 
the favourable tax conditions extended to the 
Group in Saudi Arabia. 

Total revenue 

Total revenue reached US$ 475.4 million 
compared with USS 414.1 million at the end 
of 1993- All revenue elements contributed 
positively to the revenue growth. A 


comparative analysis of the changes in the revenue 
components is depicted below: 


Revenue 

1994 

In USS millions 
1993 Variance % 

Net interest 

275. S 

240.4 35.4 

14.7 

Commission 

S4.6 

79.1 5.5 

6.9 

Foreign exchange 



trading 

31.2 

24.5 6.7 

27.7 

other revenue 

83.8 

70.1 13.7 

19.5 

Total 

475.4 

414.1 61.3 

14.8 


Net interest 

Both interest revenue and interest expense 
increased in 1994. The comparative figures 
composing the net interest are presented below : 




In USS millions 


Interest 

1994 

1993 

Variance 

% 

Interest revenue 

S26.6 

690.9 

135.7 

19.6 

Interest expense 

550.S 

450.5 

100.3 

22.3 

Net interest 

275.8 

240.4 

35.4 

14.7 


The USS 35.4 million and 14.7% growth in net 
interest reflect the continuing strength in the 
earning pow’er of the Group. 

Commission 

Commission income grew by 6.9% in 1994 to 
reach USS 84.6 million compared to USS 79.1 
million in 1993. The growth signifies an 
improvement in the Group's ability to generate 
income from financial services .It also reflects the 
Group's efforts to offer the customers new products 
which meet their needs and wants. 

Foreign exchange trading 

Revenue from foreign exchange trading improved 
to USS 31.2 million compared to USS 24.5 million 
in 1993. Almost all entities of the Group were able 
to perform successfully in the foreign exchange 
market during 1994. Furthermore, the customers’ 
activities contributed positively to the good results 
in this area. However, it is important to note that 
foreign exchange trading positions are liquidated 
on a daily basis in the Group's operating units. 

Other revenue 

Other revenue increased by USS 13.7 million 
(19.5%) to reach USS 83.8 million compared to 
USS 70.1 million for 1993. This increase reflects 
several items which may not recur in the future. 


Operating expenses 

In 1994, operating expenses reached USS 275.8 
million in comparison to USS 248.8 million in 
1993. The following table contains an analysis of 
the main elements of expenses: 


Expenses 

1994 

In USS millions 
1993 Variance % 

Staff expenses 

118.5 

101.9 16.6 

16.3 

Depreciation 

11.3 

9.9 1.4 

13.3 

Other expenses and' - 



provisions 

146.0 

137.0 9.0 

6.6 

Total 

275.8 

248.8 27.0 

10.8 


The weight structure of the operating expenses is 
depicted below: 


Expenses 

1994 

% 

1993 

% 

Staff expenses 

43.0 

41.0 

Depreciation 

'4.1 

4.0 

Other expenses and 



provisions 

52.9 

55.0 

Total 

100.0 

100.0- 


Staff expenses increased to USS 1 1 8.5 million 
from ' USS 101.9 million in the previous year. 
Foreign exchange fluctuations augmented slightly 
the increase in staff expenses, which was in line 
with normal annual increase, expansion and cost-of 
-living adjustments. 

Depreciation for the year rose to USS 1 1.3 million, 
representing an increase of 13.3% compared to 
US$9.9 million in the previous year. The increase 
in depreciation corresponds to the increase in the 
Group operating units and continuous upgrading of 
its equipment, especially the computer and 
software systems. 

In 1994. provisions and other expenses increased 
by USS 9.0 million over the figure of USS 137.0 
million in the previous year. A significant part of 
this component represents ' an additional 
enhancement of the provisions. The Group 
continues to maintain strong provisions to meet 
any business related or contingent risk. 


Financial position 

The Arab Bank Group balance sheet total 
surpassed US$20 billion for the first time. This 
increase in the balance sheet total, coupled with the 
significant increase in income, may place Arab 
Bank Group within a more powerful cluster of 
leading international financial institutions. 

The following presents an analytical review of the 
main components of the Group's financial position: 

Assets 

Total assets grew to USS 14.486.1 million from 
USS 14,413.8 million, representing a 0.5% 
increase. Off-balance sheet items, composed of 
customers' contingent liabilities grew by USS 
2,264.6 million and 60.9%. A significant part of 
this increase was the result of reclassification. The 
increase in both on-balance sheet and off-balance 
sheet assets augmented the total footing of the 
Group to USS 20.470.7 million. 


Liquidity 

The maintenance of high liquidity ratios is a m&jor 
element of the Group's prudent policies. The 
pre-planned objectives of 1994 to increase the 
productive assets were achieved. These 
achievements did not lower significantly the high 
liquidity ratios of the Group. The stability of 
customers' deposits combined with the efforts of 
the Group to enhance its productive assets, altered 
slightly the structure of the balance sheet. 
Consequently, cash in hand and at banks declined 
by USS 943.7 million to reach USS 6,921.9 
million. Added to marketable securities, cash in 
hand and at banks reached 59.3% of the total 
assets. This liquidity ratio remains stronger than 
most norms prevailing in the banking industry. 

Loan portfolio 

The Group's loan portfolio net of the doubtful debt 
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allowance grew to US$ 5,108.5 million, 
representing an increase of 18.4% over the level of 
US$ 4,313.9 million in 1993. The Group was able 
to improve its holdings in loans and advances 
significantly, reflecting a continued expansion in 
the marketing of traditional and new products. 

Securities and investments 

The security portfolio, which consists mainly of 
prime government bonds and promissory notes, 
rose by US$ 129.4 million, or 8.4% in 1994. The 
balance of securities and investments at the end of 
the year was US$ 1,661.2 million compared to 
IfSS 1,531.8 million at the end of 1993. 

Shareholder's equity 

Arab Bank Group's shareholders' equity reached 
US$ 1,180.5 million, representing an improvement 
of US$ 119.5 million and 11.3% over the 1993 
figures. It amounted to S.1% of total assets 
compared to 7.4% in 1993. 

The capita] adequacy ratio for the Group, 
measured according to the Basle Committee rules 
was 13.65%. Moreover, shareholders' equity at the 
end of 1994 was 23.1% of the loan portfolio, a 
slight decline from the 24.6% ratio recorded at the 
end of 1993. * 

Deposits 

The total balance of deposits and other accounts 
remained around its previous year's level, 
recording US$ 13,037.5 million. Customer 
deposits were negatively impacted by the 
continuous shift in customers' investment 
strategies away from the money market into high 
yielding financial instruments and securities. 

Funds placed with the Group from other financial 
institutions were limited to needs dictated by the 
correspondent banking activities. 


PERFORMANCE OF THE GROUPS 
ENTITIES 

The following paragraphs contain a brief 
description of the major activities of the financial 
institutions which compose Arab Bank Group. The 
entities of the Group include Arab Bank Pic, Arab 
Bank (Switzerland) Ltd., a sister company wholly 
owned by the shareholders of Arab Bank Pic, and 
the following wholly and majority owned 

subsidiaries: 

* Arab Bank AG, Frankfurt., wholly owned 

subsidiary, 

* Arab Bank Australia Ltd., wholly owned 

subsidiary, 

* -Arab Bank (Austria) AG, wholly owned 

subsidiary, 

* Arab Tunisian Bank. 64.24% owned. 

ARAB BANK PLC 

Arab Bank Pic was established in Palestine in 
1930. It was registered in Jordan in 1949 as a 
public shareholding company. Currently, it has 
approximately 3,000 shareholders. In 1994 the 
Bank achieved very good results. Net income, 
deposits, loan portfolio and total assets grew at a 
remarkable rate. The year also witnessed the return 
of the Bank to Palestine after an absence of 27 
years. 

Financial position 

A good rate of growth was achieved in ail 
components of the financial statements, however, 
the structure of the Bank's accounts was 
marginally changed to give more weight to loans 
and advances. The comparative composition of the 
Bank's assets is indicated below: 



In JD millions 

Assets 

1994 

1993 

Variance 

Cash and marketable 
securities 

4,887.1 

4,681.3 

205.8 

Loans and advances 

3,131.6 

2,668.6 

463.0 

All other assets 

277.5 

220.5 

57.0 

Total assets 

8,296.2 

7,570.4 

725.8 


It can be observed that the liquidity ratio of the Bank 
slightly declined to 58.9% compared to 61 .8% at the 
end of 1993. This change was the normal result of the 
efforts of the Bank to enhance quality productive 
assets. 

Total deposits reached JD 7,625.8 million compared 
to JD 6,994.1 million in the previous year. A 
significant pan of the JD 631.7 million, or 9.0% 
increase was achieved by the growth in customer 
deposits and reflects the solid confidence of the 
customers in the Bank. 

Shareholders' equity was augmented to JD 4S7.0 
million accounting for 5.9% of the total assets 
compared to JD 432.0 million and 5.7% in 1993, 
Arab Bank Pic accumulates shareholders' equity by 
retaining income instead of issuing new share capital. 

Results of operations 

Arab Bank Pic again rendered another successful 
performance. For the year which ended on 31 
December 1994, net income after tax reached JD 
70.5 million compared to JD 59.5 million in 1993. 
The significant increase of JD 11 .0 million and 
IS.5% was the result of the growth in all revenue 
components. Total revenue increased by JD 34.2 
million and 15.5% to reach JD-25S.1 million. The 
s ubs tan rial growth in revenue reflects a real 
improvement in the earning power of the Bank. 

Other achievements 

The return of the Bank to the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip highlighted its major expansion during 1994. 
Three branches of Arab Bank Pic reopened their 
doors in Palestine in Nablus. Ramallah and Gaza, and 
a new branch in Jericho started operating early in 
1995. An additional three branches were opened in 
Jordan. The 10th of Ramadan branch was opened in 
Egypt early in 1995. The Bank's expansion in Europe 
continued in 1994: it opened a branch in Marbella, 
Spain, and a cash office in Paphos, Cyprus. 

ARAB BANK (SWITZERLAND) LTD. 

Arab Bank (Switzerland) Ltd. was constituted as an 
independent Swiss company in 1962. Its head office 
is located in Zurich with a branch in Geneva. The 
Bank's shareholders are identical to those of Arab 
Bank Pic. The Bank offers comprehensive services in 
all major banking areas and combines Swiss tradition 
in private banking with a global perspective. 
Switzerland's stability and confidentiality as well as 
the efficient and personal service provided by Arab 
Bank (Switzerland! Ltd. are the key factors of its 
continuous success. 

Performance in 1994 

Total assets (on 31 December 1994) declined to Sfr. 
1,463 million from Sfr. 1,648 million (on 31 
December 1993) as a result of the smaller volume of 
the inter-bank business and the lower value of the 
U.S. dollar exchange rate against the Swiss franc. 
The weak U.S. dollar had also a negative impact on 
the volume of the fiduciary deposits which reached 
Sfr. 3,639 million at the end of 1 994. 

Net income for the year increased to Sfr. 17.1 million 
from Sfr. 16.5 million in 1993. Net interest earned 
(including income from securities) improved slightly 
in 1994. The Bank's strategy of investing its own 
funds into securities with long maturity during the 
high interest rate periods of the past years contributed 
to this positive result income from trade in foreign 
exchange and precious metals approached the high 
level of the preceding year. 

The main activities of the Bank have been consistent 
with its conservative and restrictive policies. 

ARAB BANK AUSTRALIA LTD. 

Arab Bank Australia Ltd. is a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Arab Bank Group. Arab Bank's 
presence in Australia dates back to 1986 when it 
commenced a merchant banking operation under the 
name of Arab Australia Ltd. 

Arab Bank recently became the first foreign bank in 
Australia since 1986 to obtain an unrestricted 
banking licence. This followed changes in 
regulations allowing foreign banks to apply for a full 
bank status. 

The transformation of the Bank required additional 
capital in 1994. Accordingly, the equity of Arab 
Bank Australia reached AUD 51.7 million compared 
to AUD 21.5 million at the end of 1993. During the 
year, the Bank experienced significant growth. Total 
assets increased by 50% to AUD 193.0 million. 
Deposits and other accounts increased to AUD 135.8 
million. 

Through a network of four branches, Arab Bank 


Australia offers a wide range of banking 
services. The Bank's strategy includes special 
emphasis on the Arabic speaking community 
in Australia. 

The retail banking activities of the Bank will 
be vastly enhanced when it participates shortly 
in a nationwide electronic network which 
includes 2000 ATM machines and 38.000 
electronic point-of-sale terminals. Arab Bank 
Australia will also shortly become a member 
of the Australian clearing system. 

ARAB BANK (AUSTRIA) AG 

Arab Bank (Austria) AG was established in 
February 1987 in Vienna. It started its 
operations in May the same year. Arab Bank 
(Austria) AG is an independent Austrian Bank 
with an unrestricted licence to perform all 
banking activities. It provides a wide range of 
services to individuals, corporate and 
institutional clients, government agencies and 
other international financial institutions. 

1 994 was a good year for the Bank. Net profit 
available for distribution grew to ATS 2.1 
million, representing a substantial growth over 
the- 1 993-figures. Total assets declined, to ATS 
1.981.2 million from ATS 2,372.6 million in 
the previous year. The marginal decline in total 
assets was the result of normal inter-bank 
transactions. 

Arab Bank (Austria) AG continues to be the 
gateway of Arab Bank Group to the Eastern 
European countries. It provides the Group's 
entities and their customers with investment 
and trade advice on the changing economic 
environments in those countries. 

ARAB BANK AG 

Arab Bank AG in Frankfurt, a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Arab Bank Group, was 
incorporated in December 1992. The Bank 
started operations in April 1993 with a full 
commercial banking licence and the ability, to 
provide branch banking within the European 
Union. Accordingly, it is expected that Arab 
Bank AG will play a significant role in 
promoting Arab European trade and economic 


cooperation. The Bank provides its customers 
with a full range of banking services, including 
investments and treasury products. 

1994 was the first full year of the Bank’s 
operations. It has achieved very good results 
and growth in almost all aspects of operations, 
especially in assets, loan portfolio and trade 
business. Total assets grew to DEM 420.9 
million from DEM 150.0 million, representing 
an increase of DEM 270.9 million. Total 
balance sheet including contra accounts 
reached DEM 554.8 million, representing an 
increase of DEM 367.7 million. During the last 
quarter of 1994, Arab Bank AG total revenue 
exceeded total expenses. For the full year, the 
Bank net loss was DEM 1.2 million, an 
’ improvement compared to the DEM 1 .7 
million loss for the nine months of operations 
in 1993. ■ 

ARAB TUNISIAN BANK 

Arab Tunisian Bank was incorporated in 1982. 
It provides its customers with a wide range of 
commercial and private banking activities. 
Arab Tunisian Bank has a material market 
share of the banking business in Tunisia. The 
Bank has 26 branches located" in aFT major 
cities and business centres in addition to its 
head office, which is situated in Tunis. 

In 1994. total assets increased by 13.2% from 
TND 666.0 million in the previous year to 
reach TND 754.0 million. Income after tax 
grew by TND 0.6 million from TND 5.1 
million to TND 5.7 million, the Bank 
continued its efforts to enhance its productive 
assets. Loan portfolio at the end of 1994 
reached TND 342.0 million compared to TND 
293.9 million at the end of 1993. The TND 
48.1 million growth represented 16.4%. 

The Board of Directors would like to close this 
Report by expressing its thanks and gratitude 
to the Group's customers for their continued 
trust and support: to the shareholders for their 
confidence: and to the staff for their loyalty 
and dedication. 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


ARAB BANK PLC 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY AGENDA 


The following are the items on the agenda of the General Assembly 

to be held on March 3 1st, 1995 : 

1. Presentation and adoption of the Minutes of the previous 64th 
meeting of the General Assembly. 

2. Presentation of the report of the Board of Directors for the year 
1994 and outlook for 1995 . 

3. Presentation of the Auditors’ Report on the financial statements 
of the Bank for the financial year 1994 . 

4. Presentation and approval of the financial statements of the Bank 
for the year 1994 and adoption of the recommendation of the 
Board of Directors to distribute a dividend for the year 1994 at 
the rate of J.D. 3.5 per share, being 35% of the nominal value of 
J.D. 10 per share. 

5. Approval of the membership of Mr. Naser Alrashid on the 
Board of Directors, as of 18 January 1995, according to the 
context of Article 178 (a) of the Jordan Company Law No. 1 of 
1989. 

6. Release of the members of the Board of Directors from liability 
for the year 1994. 

7. Election of the Bank’s Auditors for the year 1995 and 
determination of their remuneration. 

8. Other issues. 
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Fux. 827428 

Wahdat Amman 

P.O. Box 16067 & 620945 
Souk Alkhodar Almarkazi St. 
Tel. 771122/3. 782 1 23 
Fax. 744572 
Tlx. 21824 

Al Ashrafieh Office, Amman 
P.O. Box 1 6067 
Tel. 746891/2 
Fax. 746893 

Madaba Street Office, 

Amman 

P.O. Box 16067 

Tel. 746801/5 

Fax. 746817 

Ras Al Ain Office. Amman 
P.O.Box 16067 
Tel. 746791/2 
Fax. 746793 

Yarmouk Street Office. 

Amman 

P.O. Box 16067 

Tel. 746801/5 

Fax. 746817 

Aqaba 
P O. Box 37 
Asxouk Altijari St. 

Tel. 31.1545-7 
Fax. 313447 
Tlx. 62329 

lrbid 

P.O. Box 16 
Kine Abdulla Square 
Tel. 242251/2. 244513 
Fax. 277596 
Tl.x. 51539 

Al Husn Office 
P.O. Box 16, lrbid 
Waxfi Al Tal Sl. 

Tel. 210701 
Fax. 210702 


Eidoun Office 
P.O.Box 16. lrbid 
Shafiq Ersheidal Sl 
T el. 278145/6 
Fax 278147 

Faiastin SL Office 
P.O. Box 463. lrbid 
Tel. 279496/7 
Fax 279498 

Hakaxna Office 
P.O. Box 16. lrbid 
Tel 278140/1 
Fax 278142 

Ramtha Office 
P.O. Box 16. lrbid 
Nasser Al-Tallaq St. 

Tel. (02)282761/3 
Fax (02) 282763 

Jerash 
P.O. Box J09 
Tel. 451583/5 
Fax 452685 
Tlx. 54502 

Ajloun Office 
P.O. Box 168. Ajloun 
Ajloun St.. Amman 
Tel. 462750 

Karak 

P.O. Box 94 

Tel. 351253/4. 353461 

Fax 353462 

Tlx. 63001 

Ma'an 

P.O. Box 135 
Tel. 331740/2 
Fax 332569 

Petra Office 

P.O. Box 50, Wadi Mousa 
Petra City, Visitors' Center 
Tel. 336435/6 
Fax 336438 

Wadi Musa 
P.O. Box 50 
Wadi Musa 
Tel. 336435/6 
Fax 336438 

Madaba 

P.O. Box 586 
Tel. 5439 17. 543921 
Fax 541783 

MafYaq 
P.O. Box 296 
Tel. 431697. 431817 
Fax 432895 

Russeifa 
P.O. Box 351 
Tel. 951 168. 951661 
Fax 951662 
Tlx. 415)34 

Awajan office. Russeifa 

P.O. Box 351 

Main St. Awajan Junction 

Tel. 9)32474 

Fax. 902475 

Yajouz Office 

P.O. Box. 35 1 . Russeifa 

Yajouz Street 

Jabal ShamaJi. Russeifa 

Tel. 952814/5 

Fax. 952819 

Sahab (Industrial City) 
P.O. Box. 4 
Tel. 722107. 722763 
Fax. 722762 
Tlx. 23726 

Salt 

P.O. Box 658 
Tel. 554935/7 
Fax 553247 

Deir Alla 
P.O. Box 138 
Tel. 573137/8 
Fax 573184 

Tafileh 
P.O. Box 147 
King Hussein Sl 
T el 343534/5 
Fax 343536 

Zarqa 

P.O. Box 145 
King Hussein Sl 
T el 983381/2 
Fax 994522 
Tlx. 41421 

Al Hussein District Office. 

Zarqa 

P.O. Box 145 

Bab Alwaad St. 

Sukhneh Junction 
Tel. 996191/2 
Fax 996193 

Ghuweiriefa Office. Zarqa 
P.O. Box 145 
King Ghazi St. 

Tel 997481/2 
Fax 9974S3 

King Tala! St Office, Zarqa 
P.O. Box 145 
Tel. 900940/1 
Fax 900942 

West Bank 
Ramallah 

P.O. Box 1487 
Tel. 954822-3 
Fax 954824 

Nablus 
P.O. Box 38 
Tel. 382340/5 
Fax 382352 


Jericho 
P.O. Box 152 
Tel. 921310/17 
Fax 92 1 3 1 8/9 

Gaza Strip 
Gaza 

P.O. Box 91 
Tel. 8662S8 
Fax. 820704 

BAHRAIN 

Offshore Banking Unit, 

Manama 

P.O. Box 813 

Goverment St. Manama Center 
Tel. 212255/275303 
Fax. 231640 
Tlx. 9559.8658 

Commercial Branches 
Management 

P.O. Box. 395 
Tel. 2559S8 
Fax. 210443 
Tlx. 8232, 8264. 8407 

Manama 

P.O. Box. 395 
Government Sl 
T el. 255988 
Fax. 210443 
Tlx. 8232. 8264 

Qudaibiya 

P.O. Box. 2425 

Shaikh Issa Al-Khabir Sl 

Al-Mousa Building. Manama 

Tel. 258438 

Fax. 27 1 266 

Tlx. 7 1 73 

Muharraq 

P.O. Box. 22295 

Shaikh Hamad Sl 

Issa Al-Hadi Building No. 255 

Tel. 343655 

Fax. 343584 

CHINA 

Bejing Representative Office 
5-01 A. Citic Building 
19-Jianguo Menwai Dajie • 
Tel. 5002255 Ext. 3510 
Fax. 5003275 
Tlx. 22739 

CYPRUS 

Area Office, Nicosia 
P.O.Box. 5700 
28 Santaroza Avenue 
Tel. 457 111 
Fax. 457890 

Tlx. 5717.4825 (Dealing Room) 

Nicosia 
P.O.Box. 5650 
28 Santaroza Avenue 
Tel. 457 111 
Fax. 367741 
Tlx. 5066 

Larnaca 

P.O.Box. 855 

18 Gregoris Afxcmiou Avenue 
Tel. 625200 
Fax. 625087 
Tlx. 5470 

Limassol - 
P.O.Box. 3433 
160 A. Archbishop 
Makar i os 111 Avenue 
Tel. 381678 
Fax. 38 1682 
Tlx. 5032 

Paphos 

P.O.Box. 540 
23. St. Paul's Avenue 
Tel. 243363 
Fax. 244018 
Tlx. 4387 

EGYPT 

Egypt Area Management 
P.O.Box. 68. El-Mohandesscn 
50 Gezin El Arab St. 
El-Mohandesseen - Cairo 
Tel. 3029069. 3029070/1. 
3029066 
(Dealing Room) 

Fax. 3029068 
Tlx. 21794/5 

Cairo 

P.O. Box 2006 
28 Tala'i Harb St. 

Tel. 5746399. 5746218. 767296 
Fax. 5746 1 65 
Tlx. 21401. 22963, 23152 
(Dealing Room) 

EI-Mohandcsscen. Cairo 
P.O. Box 68. 

El-Mohandossecn 
50 JaziratEl Arab St. 

Tel. 3024437-9 
Fax. 3029065 
Tlx. 22432, 22433 

Heliopolis. Cairo 

P.O.. Box 2352 Horeyu Post 

49 Beirut Street 

Tel. 4 1 736 1 1 

Fax. 2906064 

Tlx. 23453. 23457 

Alexandria 

P.O. Box 2485 
21 Tala'i HarbSt. 

Tel. 4826857. 4826850 
Fax. 4820558 
Tlx. 55232. 55111 

10th of Ramadan Al-Sharkia 
Commercial area block 4. cate 1 
Tel. 363013-5 
Fax. 367016 
Tlx. 23712 


FRANCE 

Paris 

P.O. Box 319 

75365 Paris Cedex 08 

26 ave. des Champs Elysees 

75tX)8 Paris 

Tel. 4561600)3 

Fax. 42890978 

Tlx. 642443 

Cannes 

45/47 La Cnoiseue 
06400 Canness 
Tel. 380 10 1 
Tlx. 642443 

GREECE 

Athens 

P.O. Box 30357 
10 Siadiou St.GR 10033 Athens 
Tel. 3255401-10. 3255515 
(Dealing Room) 

Fax. 3255519 

Tlx. 219922. 219538. 219593 
221584 (Dealing Room) 

ITALY 

Rome 

P.O. Box 745 
Piazza Venezia N. 14 
00IS7 Rome 

Tel. 69940479-8 1 .6994 1 1 57-9 

Fax. 6795601 

Tlx. 624 1 60. 624161 

S. KOREA 
Seoul 

C.P.O. Box 13.31 
Daewoo Center Bldg. 17th 
Floor 

541. 5-Ka. Namdaemoon-ro 
Chung-Ku. Seoul 
Tel. 7570024 • 

Fax. 7570124 
Tlx. 34 1 80. 29848 
(Dealing Room) 

LEBANON 

Regional Management 
Beirut 

P.O. Box 11-1015 
Tel. 370122.3701 15. 360533. 
643412-1. 643672-1 
Fax. 868130,603163 
Tlx. 20789. 22282. 20644. 
40103. 20704.20964.21 172 

Beirut 

P.O.Box I J - 101 5 

TeJ. 860474/5, 809972.807885. 

810005. 802653 

Fax. 860651. 003579522284 

(Thru Cyprus) 

0035795 1 5883(Thru Cyprus) 
Tlx. 22983.22893.43656 

Dora, Beirut 

P.O. Box 80640 
Bourj Hammoud 
Tel. 582214. 582217. 582409 
Fax. 582408 Ext. 220 
Tlx. 43601/2 

Mazra'a. Beirut 

P.O. Box 1525 

Comiche Al Mazra'a 

Tel 30 1 64 1 . 3 1 5843. 3 1 5328. 

305328. 301632/3 

Fax 818169 

Tlx. 22949. 40473 

Ras Beirut Beriut 
P.O. Box 5187 
Hamra-Ras Beirut 
Tel. 863568/9. 345684 
Fax. 341685 
Tlx. 44508. 22807 

Verdun. Beirut 

P.O. Box 14-5285 
Verdun Street 

Tel. 810005. 802653. 807S85. 
860474/5. 868738/9 
Fax. 860651 
Tlx. 22893. 43656/7 

Chtoura 
P.O. Box 199 
Tel. 862860. 826170 
Fax. 862860 
Tlx. 22282. 20644 

Saida 

P.O. Box 199 

Riad Solh Street 

Tel. 725923. 724501. 722072 

Fax. 72I4S2 

Tlx. 47161 

Tripoli 
P.O. Box 379 

Boulevard Street 
Tel. 4301 1 1-3.430120-4. 

370420 

Fax. 433033. 003579522598 

iThru Cyprus) 

Tlx. 41920. 463 15 

Zahreih, Tripoli 
P.O. Box 379 
Al IstrklaJ Street 
Tel. 6 1685 1/2 

Mina, Tripoli 
P.O. Box 379 

Tel. 628064. 600982, 602364 

QATAR 

Doha 

P.O. Box 172 
01 Ali Bin Abdulla Sl 
T el. 437979 
Fax. 410774 
Tlx. 4202, 4752 

AUadd SL. Doha 

P.O. Box 3058 
Td. 426555-9. 426560 
Fax. 4472 IS 
Tlx. 4480 


SINGAPORE 

Singapore 

80 Raffles* Place 

HEX 55-01 UOB Plaza 1 

Singapore 0104 , 

Tel 5330055 
Fax. 5322 1 50 
Tlx. 22955/6 

SPAIN 

Madrid 

Paseo de la CasteMana.No. 3 1 -5 

28046 Madrid 

Tel. 30S4290 

Fax. 3086484 (Operations 

DepL) 

3086482 (Business Dev. Dept.) 
Tlx. 44004 

MarbeUa 

Avda. Ramon y Cajai No.l7,L.8 

Edificio Zea 

29600 Marbella-Malaea 

Tel. 2S2668S 

Fax. 2824605 

Tlx. 79273 

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 
Abu Dhabi 
P.D. Box 875 

Hamouduh Building. Khalifa Sl 
T el. 334111 
Fax. 336433 
Tk. 22257.24195 

UA.E. Branches Centre, 

Abu Dhabi 

P.O. Box 875 
Tel. 334111 
Fax. 336433 
Tlx. 24195. 22257 

Alain 

P.O Box 1212 

Planning Si. Clock Tower 

Saeed Sultan A I Damiaki Bldg. 

Tel. 641328. 641368 

Fax. 6649 1 3 

Tlx. 33522 

Ajman 
P.O. Box 17 

Shaikh Rashid Alnainii Sl. 

Tel. 422431 
Fax. 426871 
Tlx. 69647 

Al Maktoum Street Dubai 
P.O. Box 1 1364 
Tel. 228845 
Fax. 285974 
Tlx. 46126. 47402 

Deira 

P.O. Box 1650 

Salah Eddine Alavyubi St. 

Tel. 22 1 23 1 
Fax 233749 
Tlx. 45442 

Fujairah 
P.O. Box 300 
Shaikh Zayed St. 

Tel. 222050 
Fax. 224024 
Tlx 8905 1 

Ras AJkhaimah 

P.O. Box 4972 
Oman Sl. Nakhcil 
Tel 228437/8 
Fax. 222337 
Tlx. 9^152 

Sharjah 
P.O. Box 130 
Alaurooba Sl. 

Tel. 353994/5 
Fax. 357182 
Tlx. 68223 

UNITED KINGDOM 
City Branch. London 

P.O. Box 138 
15 Moorgale 
London EC2R 6LP 
Tel. 3 1 58500. 3158700 
(Dealing Room) 3158600 
(Visa Centre) 

Fax 6007620. 6008620 
(Visa Centre) 

Tlx. 887 1 10. 887119. S84429 
and 884359 (Dealing Room) 

Kensington High Street 1 

London 

P.O. Box 153 

1 18 Kensington High Street 
London W8 7SD 
Tel. 9373547-9 
Fax. 9375096 

Tlx. 893889 1 

Park Lane. London ' 

P.O. Box 4NE 
131 Park Lane 

London WlY 3AD ; 

Tel. 408 1 505 I 

Fax. 3554350 

Tlx. 24818 j 

UNITED STATES OF ! 

AMERICA 

New York 

P.O. Box 5377 j 

520 Madison Avenue 
New York, NY 100224237 
Zip Code 10150 I 

Tel. 7 1 59700 j 

Fax. 5934632 {Credit Dept.). | 

2233 1 75 i Operations) 1 

Tlx. 177365. 177371,238770 I 

1 

YEMEN REPUBLIC 
Sana'a s 

P.O. Box 475 & 1301 A 

Zubairi Road j 

Tel. 276584-93 1 

Fax. 276583 I 

Tlx. 2641.2239 1 


Aden 

P.O. Box 5130. 

Malla. Aden 
Madram Street 
Tel. 242099. 240043 
Fax. 242098 
Tlx. 6399 

Hodeida 
P.O. Box 3812 
Sana'a St. 

i Tel. 239166/7. 239968 
(Credit Facilities Dept.)- 
Fax. 21 1557 
Tlx. 5523. 5690 

Taiz 

P.O. Box 5234 
Jamal Abdul Nasser Sl. 

Tel. 231523/5 
B Fax. 212347 
s Tlx. 8911.8977 

SISTER. SUBSIDIARY AND 
ASSOCIATED COMPANIES 

ARAB BANK. 
(SWITZERLAND) Ltd. 

Zurich 

P. O. Box 5281 
Limmaiquai 92 
- CH - 8022 Zurich 
Tel. 26571 1 1 
Fax. 2657330 
Tlx. 812279. 813164 

Geneva 
P.O Box 1096 
I. quai du Mom-Blanc 
Ch-121 1 Geneva 1 
Tel. 7I5I2M 
Fax. 7322460 
Tlx. 4 12370 

ARAB BANK 
AUSTRALIA LTD. 

Main Office, Sydney- 
Level 9, Nab House " 

255 Georse Street • 

Sydney NSW 2000 
Tel. 2324133. 2323844 
(Dealing Room) 

Fax. 22I542S 
Tlx. 120520.27347 
(DealingRoom) 

Bankstown Branch. Sydney 
Rest well Plaza 
Comer of Resiwell Street 
& South Terrace Bankstown 
NSW 2000 
Tel. 7073755 
Fax. 79)36943 
Tlx. 120520 

Campsie Branch, Sydney 
206 Beamish Sl 
C ampsie NSW 2194 
Tel. 7872133 
Fax. 7180594 
Tlx. 120520 

Paramatta Branch, 

Sydney 

42 Macquarie Sl 
P arramatta NSW2000 
Td. 8937633 
Fax. 8937830 
Tlx. 120520 

ARAB BANK 
(AUSTRIA) AG 
Vienna 
P.O. Box 100 
Seilersiane 1 1 
A - 1015 Vienna 
Tel. 5I3424O.5134905 
(Dealing Room) 

Fax. 51342409 
Tlx. 135313. 133762 
(DealingRoom) 

ARAB BANK AG 
Frankfurt 

P.O.Box I no 1 27 
Neue Mainzer Stras.se 57 
D-60001 Frankfurt am Main 
Tel. 242590 

Fax. 235471 ; 

Tlx. 414249 

FINANCE ACCOUNTANCY 
MOHASSABA S.A. 

Geneva 
P.O. Box I5U6 
2. rue Thalberg 
CH-121 1 Geneva I 
Tel. 7326003. 7326606. 

7326608 
Fax. 7387229 
Tlx. 412489 

ARAB TUNISIAN BANK 
General Management Tunis 
P.O. Box 520 
9 rue. de la Monnaie 
Tunis 1001 

Tel. 352233 . 350147. 351040 1 

351155 

Fax. 349278 

Tlx. 15293. 13065. 14205 j 

El-Jazira 

P.O. Box 520 ; 

2 1 . me El-Jazira I 

1000 Tunis RP . j 

Tel. 349830. 348990. 25884 1 1 

Fax. 351057 i 

Tlx. 15293 7 

Mohammed V I 

10. aveneu Mohammed V F 

lOtH Tunis } 

Tel. 3485U 1 . 34S005. .349905 [ 

Fax. 351061 ‘ 1 

Tlx. 13065 F 

1 

STax 

49. avenue Habih Bnurouiba 
3000 Sfax " F 

Tel. 251 1 1.15142 J 

Fax 292 1 1 1 

Tlx. 40737 F 


OMAN ARAB BANK 
S.A.O. 

Head Office and Ruwi 

P.O. Box 2010. 

1 12 Ruw i 

Tel. 706265/6. 706277. 
700161/2 

Fax. 797736. 702792 
(Dealing Room) 

Tlx. 3691. 3285. 3623 
(Dealing Room) 

Albustan Palace Hotel 
Office. Ruwi 
P.O. Box 2010. 

1 12 Ruwi 
Tel. 736314 
Fax. 799600 

Khuwair 

P.O. Box 2010 
1 12 Ruwi 

Tel. 603455. 603520 
, Fax. 6)32948 
5 Tlx. 5076 

Muttrah 
P.O. Box 169 

1 12 Ruwi 
Tel 714379 
Fax. 714378 
Tlx. 3623 

Muscat 
P.O. Box 99 1 

1 13 Muscat 

Tel. 736834. 736246 
Fax. 736803 
Tlx. 3285 

Salalafa 

P.O. Box 891 
211 SaJalah 
Tel. 292005 
Fax. 295005 
Tl.x. 7661 

Sohar 

P.O. Box 629 
3 1 1 Sohar 

Td. 842376. 842378 
Fax. 842377 

ARAB BANK MAROC 
General Management 
Casablanca 

P.O. Box 13810 
174. boulevard Mohamed V. 
Td. 223152. 275912 
Fax. 200233 . 275823 
Tlx. 22942. 23696 

Al Fida Avenue. 
Casablanca 

P.O. Baox 4548 
466. boulevard El-Fida 
Td 288501 

Fes 

P.O. Box 2255 

57, boulevard Mohamed 

Slaoui 

Td. 621803. 621808 
Fax. 621836 
Tlx. 51784 

Marrakech 

P.O. Box 693. Gueliz 
Place de la Liberie 
Boulevard Mouly 
Al-Hassan-Gueliz 
Tel. 434400. 433105 
Fax 43 14 1 8 
Tlx. 72775 

Rabat 

P.O. Box 440 
2. avenue Allal Ben 
Abdellah 

Td. 726314. 726319.726327 
Fax. 738162 
Tlx. 36032 

Taqjab 

P.O. Box 666 

43.boulevard Mohammed 5th 
Tel. ’940603. 940710 
Fax. 940774 
Tlx. 33015 

ARAB NATIONAL BANK 
General Management, 
Riyadh 

P.O. Box 56921 
King Faisal Sl 
N orth Murabba 
Riyadh 1 1564 

Td. 4029000 
Fax. 4027747 
Tlx. 402660 

Riyadh 

P.O. Box 26 
Batha Sl. 

Riyadh 1 141 1 
Tel. 4024111 
Fax. 4024 111 
Tlx. 401799 

Al-Siteen, Riyadh 
P.O Box 41095 
Riyadh 11521 
Td. 4771885/6 
Fax. 4771027 
Tlx. 402668 

AJ-Khobar 
P.O. Box 37 
Al-Khobar 31952 
Tel. 8948660 
Fax. 8942752 
Tlx. 870053 

Dammam 

P.O. Box IS 
Kins Sl 
D ammam 3141 ] 

Tel. 8323440, 8333577 
8337829 
TLx. 801032 

Medina Road, Jeddah 

P.O. Box 9463 
Jeddah 21413 
Tel. 6600272 
Fax. 6650202 
Tlx. 603455 
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ft* Japan eases credit to bolster shaky recovery 
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0K\O (Agencies) — 
pan’s central bank eased 
;dit Friday to bolster a 
aky economic recovery, 
iding market interest rates 
arply lower, but it dis- 
pointed financial markets 
leaving its key discount 
te unchanged. 

A day after Germany’s 
mdesbank cut rates, the 
ink of Japan (BOJ) said it 
is providing more funds to 
i money market, bringing 
jrt-term interest rates to 
:ord lows. 

“Japan's economy remains 
a recovery track, but the 
:ed of the recovery has 
wed,” Yutaka Yamaguchi. 
ector of the BOJ’s Policy 
inning Department, told a 
ws conference. 
‘Uncertainty about the 
roomy seems to have be- 
ne stronger in stock and 
nd markets recently be- 
lse of factors such as the 
i’s appreciation,” he said. 

n response to the BOJ's 
icy, Japan's overnight in- 
est rate between banks 
nged from 2.25 per cent to 
jcord low of 1.75 per cent. 
laJling the discount rate, 
ich was already at an his- 
ic low. 

Jut the policy dis- 
jointed other markets, 
ich had speculated that 
jrsday’s discount rate cut 
Germany would prompt 
an to take equally strong 
ion. Central banks use 
ir discount rate to lend to 
lmercial banks. 


The BOJ has been under 
heavy pressure from 
businessmen and some gov- 
ernment ministers to cut its 
discount rate, partly to curb 
the recent appreciation of the 
yen to record highs against 
the U.S. dollar, which has 
hurt Japanese exporters. 

Japanese markets had also 
hoped for an official rate cut 
to sustain the economy's re- 
covery from its worst slump 
since World War II and to 
ease the pain of financial 
institutions struggling under 
mountains of bad debt. 

When a discount rate cut 
foiled to materialise, markets 
were caught off-guard. 

"A wait-and-see attitude 
spread in the market after the 
BOJ decided to guide short- 
term rates lower and did not 
cut its discount rate,” said a 
bond trader at a commercial 
bank. 

The BOPs Yamaguchi said 
Friday's new policy was not a 
preparatory step for a dis- 
count rate cut. 

But many economists said 
a discount rate cut was still 
likely in the next month or 
two, after the central bank 
saw economic data that con- 
firmed the economy was 
faltering — or if stocks 
plunged and the yen surged 
again. 

“They start by guiding 
short-term rates lower and 
explicitly point out there are 
risks to economic recovery, 
so basically we are now in a 
period of accommodative 
waiting.” said Jesper Roll, 


chief economist at J.P. Mor- 
gan in Tokyo- ■ 

“The final decision to 
move on the discount rate is 
left in the hands of economic 
indicators as they unfold over 
the next couple of months.” 
he said. 

Analysts also said public 
pressure from the finance 
ministry for an early cut may 
have backfired. “The BOJ 
doesn't like to admit it is 
following finance ministry 
pressure," said Susumu 
Kato. chief economist at C.S. 
First Boston (Japan) Ltd. 

Because of the delay, the 
eventual cut might have to be 
bigger than the half percen- 
tage point that markets had 
expected, some economists 
said. 

Others expressed frustra- 
tion with the BOJ's failure to 
be more pro-active. "We 
need strong leadership from 
both the BOJ and finance 
ministry," said Bank of 
Tokyo economic advisor 
Keitichi Honda. “It might be 
too late and too little.” 

Meanwhile, Japan Friday 
announced a sweeping five- 
year programme to dereg- 
ulate its economy aimed at 
opening domestic markets to 
foreign competition and nar- 
rowing price gaps with other 
countries. 

But the move came as a 
disappointment to some of 
Japan's major trading part- 
ners, and particularly the Un- 
ited States, which had sought 
a greater opening of the mar- 
ket. 


A deregulation package, 
covering 1,091 items in 11 
areas such as distribution, 
housing and land use, trans- 
portation, information and 
telecommunications, will go 
into effect at the start of fiscal 
1995 Saturday. 

“We will steadily imple- 
ment the deregulatory mea- 
sures, and review them in a 
positive manner by con- 
tinuously hearing opinions at 
home and from abroad.*' 
Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Muryama told reporters. 
“Deregulation is an assign- 
ment that should be tackled 
continuously.” 

Among the measures spel- 
led out in the package is a 
review by fiscal 1999 of the 
large-scale retail store law. 
which has been criticised as 
an obstruction to foreign re- 
tailers wanting to bring their 
goods to Japan. 

The package, which has a 
goal of creating an “open 
economy based on principles 
of self- responsibility and 
market principles.” states the 
need to coordinate Japanese 
standards for agricultural and 
manufactured products with 
international standards. 

It also promises a decision 
within three years on whether 
to allow Western-style stock- 
holding companies in the 
Japanese market. 

The package, however, re- 
ceived only a halfhearted 
welcome from Japanese busi- 
ness leaders. 

“It's not adequate, but it is 
still progress from the interim 


report (released earlier this 
month),*' Masaru Hayami. 
the head of the Japanese 
Association of Corporate Ex- 
ecutives, said. 

“Each step may be small, 
but if they sure put together, 
we can expea a certain effect 
to boost imports, improve 
foreign access to the 
Japanese market and correa 
price differentials between 
Japan and other countries,” 
he said. 

Takeshi Nagano, chairman 
of the Japan Federation of 
Employers* Associations, 
said the package was “just a 
first step toward easing and 
abolishing some 10,000 reg- 
ulations.” ‘ 

“Five years is too long. 
The government should be 
prepared to complete the 
plan in three years,” Mr. 
Nagano said. 

For Japan's trade partners, 
the measures fell far short of 
expectations. 

U.S. Ambassador Walter 
Mondale said: “We would 
like to see timber progress. 
So I would have to say that 
we’re somewhat dis- 
appointed.” 

“There are some things in 
there that are positive," Mr. 
Mondale was quoted by the 
Kyodo news agency as 
saying. “But we believe in 
the principle that regulations 
should be an exception and 
not the rule ... ana we don't 
think it’s there yet.” 

Analysts said the package 
cleared only about 70 per 
cent of deregulation requests 


made by the United States 
and some 60 per cent of those 
from the European Union. 

Particularly disappointing 
to the United States is that 
the pakcage excluded any de- 
regulatory measures regard- 
ing auto parts. “As for areas 
now under negotiations with 
foreign governments, we will 
add new measures as soon as 
talks are concluded,” the 
package said. 

Chief U.S. Trade Repre- 
sentative Mickey Kantor said 
Thursday that Washington 
had already dismissed as in- 
adequate a draft of the pack- 
age, notably its failure to 
address the problem of the 
auto market, which accounts 
for two-thirds of Tokyo's 
massive $60 billion trade sur- 
plus with the United States. 

“Japan has not lived up to 
its responsibilities in opening 
their markets in a way that 
would be productive not only 
for the United States ana 
global growth but for Japan 
as well,” Mr. Kantor said. 

Mr. Kantor said that talks 
in Tokyo this week on the 
auto seaor. in which the Un- 
ited States put forward new 
proposals “made no grear 
movement,” but added “we 
did not expea to in the first 
meetings.” 

“We are not going to make* 
any threats,” said Mr. Kan- 
tor. “We are not going to 
leave tbe table ... but we are 
going to insist that these mar- 
kets are open and that they 
stay open." 


Organised crime behind massive 
fraud against EU budget 


Fresh misery strikes 
desperate dollar 


USSELS (AFP) — Orga- 
:d crime syndicates played 
najor role in defrauding 
European Union (EU) of Si J4 
on last year, according to 
:port from the European 
nmission's beefed up anti- 
id unit. 

he report revealed that 
:cted cases of fraud in 
4 cost the European Un- 
1.03 billion ECUs ($1.34 
on) or 1.2 per cent of the 
budget. 

.nti-fraud commissioner 
ta Gradin admitted that ' 
ht just be the tip of the 
erg. “We just don’t know 
r en larger amounts ended 
in the wrong pockets.” 
Gradin admitted. Inde- 
dent estimates have put- 
true figure at between * 
and ten per cent of the 
budget (1.6 billion to 8 
on ECUs). 

lie official sum repre- 
ed an increase of two- 
ls on the level of known 
d in 1993. 

n improved detection 
was partly behind the 
iased number of cases 
ing to light, but accord- 
co Per Bnx Knudsen, the 
ish head of the anti-fraud 
— known by the French 


acronym UCLAF — increas- 
ing activity by mafia-style 
operators has also played a 
role. 

“There is ''no doubt that 
there has been increased in- 
terest of organised crime in 
the potential to commit fraud 
against the community 
budget," Mr. Knudsen said. 

Agricultural spending, on 
which half the EU's annual 
budget is spent, accounted 
for just under half the total 
(484 million ECUs), largely 
in the form' of fraudulent 
claims for subsidies paid out 
under the Common Agri- 
cultural Policy. Typical ex- 
amples involve farmers 
claiming subsidies for exports 
for beef or cereals which they 
then sell on the domestic 
market. 

But for the first time, fraud 
against the community's in- 
come. rather than its spend- 
ing, is now a more important 
factor in the total and it is 
here that the mafia-style 
gangs are most active. 

Losses from the EU’s so- 
called own resources — 
money raised through cus- 
toms duty and levies on agri- 
cultural levies on imports — 
nearly doubled from 1993 to 


508 million ECUs. 

The biggest cases involved 
fraudulent imports of highly- 
taxed goods, including sugar, 
tobacco and alcohol, under 
the EU's transit system, 
which allows duties. VAT 
and excise payments to be 
suspended for goods in tran- 
sit across more than one 
country. 

“The link to organised 
crime is of particular concern 
on these higher-tax goods,” 
he said. 

Di one example uncovered 
last year, powdered milk 
from eastern Europe and Au- 
stria. before it joined the EU 
this year, was transported to 
Spain via Belgium with 
forged documents, costing 
the EU 45.1 million ECUs in 
lost revenue. 

Fraud is made easier be- 
cause transit declarations are 
running at 18 million a year, 
leaving customs services satu- 
rated. 

'Hie Commission adopted a 
series of proposals designed 
to strengthen the transit sys- 
tem by increasing manpower 
and concentrating resources 
on keeping tabs on move- 
ment of sensitive goods, as 
well as accelerating com- 


puterisation of transit re- 
cords. 

Despite increased detec- 
tion by UCLAF. which has a 
team of some 120 investiga- 
tors, the rate of recovery of 
funds remains dismal. 

Of frauds discovered 
across the EU in the first six 
months of last year, only four 
per cent of the money has 
been recovered. There are 
wide disparities but no mem- 
ber state has managed to 
recover more than 40 per 
cent of the money it reported 
lost through fraud. 

While the commission can- 
take initiatives on cross- 
border fraud, the major re- 
sponsibility for fighting fraud 
remains with member states. 

Moves towards a conven- 
tion between the EU states 
which would lay down a com- 
mon definition of fraud 
against the EU budget and 
recommend uniform sanc- 
tions are currently underway 

But these would leave the 
issue in the hands of national 
governments. The European 
Parliament has called for giv- 
ing the commission major re- 
sponsibility for fighting 
fraud. 


LONDON (R) — Little 
stood in the way of tbe dollar 
Friday as it crashed to yet 
more record lows against the 
yen, with markets despairing 
the United States would 
mount a rescue and fearful it 
was too poorly to be cured by 
| rate cuts. 

The U.S. currency’s tum- 
ble — only a day after Ger- 
many's interest rate cut re- 
sulted in a sharp rally — 
compounded Wall Street's 
misery. The U.S. index suf- 
fered as inflationary fears 
struck after data was released 
showing that the American 
economy bad grown more 
than .first thought last year. 

Failure by the Bank of 
Japan to chop a key interest 
rate shook the dollar from its* 
ledge in early European 
trade. By tbe time New York 
markets opened, the dollar 
showed further weakness, 
and it was down four pfen- 
nings against tbe mark and 
three yen on the day by the 
dose of European trading. 

To traders hoping for cen- 
tral bank intervention, no 
help was forthcoming and tbe 
dollar changed bands at a 
postwar low of 86-55 yen and 
markets bid it lower still. 

Unable to withstand resist- 
ance against the mark, tbe 


U.S. currency let go of 1.37 
marks and traded marginally 
weaker. 

“Hie speed at which the 
dollar gave up its gains was 
very unsetrimg,” said Rainer 
Siegelkow, senior economist 
at West-lb. in Duesseldorf. 
“The dollar is- facing more 
tough times.” 

Wall Street shed a massive 
60 points before checking it- 
self and halving losses. Lead- 
ing European shares- shed 
well over one per cent, with 
most notable losses in Ger- 
many. 

Germany’s interest rate cut 
Thursday gave only a brief 
boost to the dollar, its- fun- 
damental weakness stems 
from the huge U.S. budget 
and trade deficits and finan- 
cial disquiet further south in 
Mexico. 

Some analysts argue that a 
U.S. rate rise could bail out 
the dollar, but many econom- 
ists believe even that would 
not heal long-term wounds, 
such as dependence on fore- 
ign capital to finance the U.S. 
economy. 

“There is a feeling that 
anything could be possible 
now if all this can happen a 
day after the Bundesbank 
cuts rates,” said a spot dealer 
at a U.S. bank in London. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



tidy Capp 



11 That cloud looks like the weight 
I gained back after my first diet. 
And that cloud looks like the weight 
I gained back after my second diet../ 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

® by Henri Arnold end Mke Arg Irion 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to lorm 
(out ordinary words. 


ttfri’Jeff 


1% 


*‘L-k 


[stupid, don’t you 
A KNOW A PARKED 
\CAR WHEN yOU 
^ SEE ONE ? r' 





WHAT THE TEAM 
N6FPEP PUR ING 
THE HOT STREAK 


Now arrange the ended letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday’s 1 JumWes: KEYED LADLE UNPACK FACTOR 
| Answer Whal Mom got when she answered the 
phone — A CRANK-Y CALL 


Prices, turnover 

at AFM reverse 
a 3-week decline 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Turnover dou- 
bled and prices rose at tbe 
Amman stock exchange this 
week after a public pledge by 
the U.S. to write off Jordan’s 
nearly $500 million official 
debts to Washington, and in- 
stitutions also intervened to 
shore up prices, dealers said 
Friday. 

They also attributed part of 
the market recovery to di- 
vidend announcements by 
more than a dozen companies 
and limited buying by foreign 
investors who took advantage 
of low prices. 

The Amman Financial 
Market (AFM) said in its 
weekly report that volume 
for the week ending Thurs- 
day was JD10.4 million, up 
85.7 per cent from the pre- 
vious week's JDS. 6 million. 

The official AFM index 
closed at 141.8 points, up 2.7 
points or two per cent from 
the week’s opening of 139.1 
points. It was a reversal of a 
three-week decline at the 
stock market in the face of a 
liquidity problem caused by 
high interest rates. 

Brokers said institutions 
focused on the services seaor 
during the week, and volume 
in that seaor dominated trad- 
ing. accounting for JD6.4 
million. 

Industrials came next with 
a volume of JD2.5 million, 
followed by commercial 
; banks with 1.3 million dinars, 
and insurance firms with 
200,000 dinars. 

The separate sectoral in- 
dices of the AFM showed 
that services seaor shares 
also posted the highest gains 
during the week, picking up 
7.1 points or 5.6 per cent, 
followed by industrials which 


gained 2.1 points or 1.8 per 
cent, commercial banks with 
2.5 points or 3 .6 per cent and 
insurance stocks which closed 
0.7 points or 0.6 per cent. 

The AFM report said 3.4 
million shares changed hands 
during the week under nearly 
4,000 contracts: stocks of 79 
of the nearly 120 companies 
listed in the market were 
traded. As trading closed for 
the week, stocks of 50 com- 
panies showed gains, 23 
showed declines and six 
closed -with prices un- 
changed. 

Brokers said investors had 
taken heart from a public 
promise made by U.S. Vice- 
President A 1 Gore, who was 
in Amman on March 21, that 
the Clinton administration 
was determined to cancel Jor- 
dan's official debts of about 
$488 million to the U.S. as a 
reward for the Kingdom sign- 
ing a peace treaty with Israel 
in Oaober 1994. 

Adding to the enthusiasm 
was the intervention by in- 
stitutions which sought to 
raise stock market index 
above the psychological mark 
of 140 points, said the brok- 
ers, who, under standing 
market guidelines, cannot be 
identitified by name. 

“The 140 point mark in the 
official index is considered 
sacred by many investors and 
institutions,” said one brok- 
er, noting that since 1992 the 
main market indicator had 
not gone down below this 
point. 

“For some foreign firms 
(which operate in the Jorda- 
nian market under special 
government permission), the 

(Continued on page 15) 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SATURDAY APRIL 1, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll fighter Foundation 

m 

ARIES: (March 21 io April 19) Know what the desires of those who 
dwell with you are and cooperate more with them, give them 
backing. Modi can be accomplished today. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) It is important that you give partners 
information they need if you are to gain their cooperation more 
willingly. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You have to be persistent if you are to 
pin the benefits which are rightfully yours. Listen to the ideas of a 
fellow associate. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Utilise you} spare time 
today for any pleasures your like so that they are beyond your range 
of knowledge. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) If you feel frustrated at hofne today, 
discuss this with your family member* and make better arrange- 
ments. Get your abode in fine order. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Discuss a better way to handle 
daily routines today with partners and fellow associate. Let there be 
a spirit of comradeship by others you meet. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Bigwigs are watching how 
you handle your tasks and finances today, so be sure to do your best. 
Show that you are thinking dearly. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Try to contact individuals 
who have the information you need to get your plans working better 
and you will be more successful. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Do the research 
assignments quietly which will provide the facts and figures you need 
today so that you can make real progress. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Outline your plans 
today to good friends and allies and they will cooperate with you, 
and this will be mutually helpful. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Study your business duties 
today and perform diem well so that a bigwig will be impressed and 
you will gain extra benefits. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Be clever and you can gain your 
fondest ambitions, but don't dally for best results. You can relieve 
tensions tonight with the company of loved ones. 

Birthstone of April: Diamond — Amethyst 


THE Daily Crossword tyOm^o**** 


Across 
1 Jenringtf fold 
5 Fragrant 
compound 
10 Sfytehly 
dale 

13 Many 

14 Tropical vine 

15 Tipper 

16 Drop anchor 
f7 Green Mountain 

man 

19 Ueke an effort 

21 VfflhplesBis 

22 Country on the 
Arabian 
PerwwJa 

23 Navy. on. 
24-MaxTN.Y. 
26 Kind Of 608 

30 — Avtv 

31 Harden 

33 Padrone Base 

34 Cfirtssarta today 
36 Loathed 

38 Dome side 
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aiiiiiu mmmmm 
ann mmmm ■ 
ummmm mmmmmmmm 
mmm mmmmm ami 
ana mmmmm mmmm 
mmmmm anaa mmm 
mmmmmmmm aiaiii 
mmmm mmmmm 
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anauaua mmmm 
»■■■ mmmmm auS 
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QQQQQ QUUU BQEjn 
□LJQUO □□□□ UQL3N 
QUQQDBQS2QD UQUli 

auDDQDQ ananaS 
--anas aaaQ 

□BqqqB QUdQQUOO 
UUUUU □□□□ QI3UQ 

nngn □□qqq □□□□ 

□□□a L1QHB DQQqq 
□□□□□□ aa BQOtJHn 
tiUDO DHQQ 

□□□□□□ Bqqq nnn 
□□□□ DUQQBBQEIqq 
njlCJQ L1UULJ QDHQQ 
□□HQ GOOD Dqbqq 
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A review 
of economic news 
from the Arabic press 


^ Season 
of 1994 
financial 
accounts 
begins 

• M fr ☆ THE JORDAN Electric 
power Company (JEPCO) 
doubled its net profit in 1994. 
raising it to JD 5.96 million 
compared to JD 2.98 million 
in 1993. JEPCO’s total earn- 
ings were JD 86.82 million in 
1994. The cost of purchased 
energy, general expendi- 
tures, depreciation and loan 
interests totalled JD 80.86 
million. JEPCO added 
405,513 subscribers to its list 
in 1994. The JEPCO board 
chairman said that despite 
the flotation of three million 
shares for public . subscrip- 
tion, the company is still in 
need for more financing due 
to the large projects that are 
being implemented. JEP- 
CO's capital now stands at 
JD 15 million with total 
assets reaching JD 134.8 mil- 
lion at the end of last year. 
The board of directors is re- 
commending to the general 
assembly the distribution of 
JD 1.62 million in dividends 
at a rate of 12 per cent for old 
shares and six per cent for 
new shares (Al Aswaq). 

☆<r THE HOUSING Bank 
increased its loans and credit 
facilities last year by 26 per 
cent, or JD 48.4 million, to 
JD 237.4 million compared 
to JD 189 million in 1993. 
Despite over JD 129 million 
in repayments, the balance of 
loans and credit facilities 
stood at JD 524.2 million at 
the epd of 1994 compared to 
IJD 443.6 at the end of 1993. 
iThe Bank, which has 117 
branches in Jordan, has 
obtained a permission to 
open a branch in Ramallah 
which is expected to start 
operations this year. The 
Housing Bank made JD 5.01 
million net profit last year 
compared to JD 6.64 million 
in 1993. Chairman Zuhair 
Khoury attributed the decline 
to profitable sales of share 
investments in 1993 while, 
due to slackness at the Am- 
man Financial Market, the. 
bank was not able to make 
profit on capital investments 
in 1994. Total assets of the 
bank amounted to JD 972 
million and total deposits 
stood at JD S16.9 million at 
the end of 1994 compared to 
JD 892.4 million and 
JD 745.5 million respectively 
in 1993. The board of direc- 
tors is recommending to the 
general assembly the dis- 
tribution of JD 1 .82 million, 
or 16 per cent, in dividends 
(Al Aswaq). 

trtr THE GENERAL assem- 
bly of the Jerusalem Insur- 
ance Company (JIC) 
approved distributing 19 per 
rent, or Jd 204,250, dividends 
to shareholders. The JIC col- 
lected JD 5,563,187 in pre- 
miums last year ,_50.1 .percent 
rf which (or JD 2.79 million) , 
ame from the vehicles de- 
partment and 19.5 per cent 
[JD 1.1 million) from the life 
nsurance department. The 
marine department contri- 
buted 16.8 per cent (JD . 
*35,100), the fire department ! 
11.6 per cent (JD 644.300) 
md the general accident de- 
>aitment two per cent (JD 
13,500). 

Hie total of premiums in 
994 was 8.2 per cent higher 
ban the amount in 1993. The 
ICs annual report showed a 
D 253,000 loss at die vehicle 
epartment but nearely 36 
er cent higher profits at 
tber departments resulted in 
n overall profit of JD 
52,000 compared to JD 

52.000 profit in 1993. 
Earnings from various in- 
estments totalled JD 

36.000 (JD 259.000 in 1993) 
ringing the total profit to JD 

38.000 (JD 711,000 in 1993). 
.fter deducting various 
location, net profit for 1994 
ood at JD 498,000 (Al Dus- 
•ur). 

•* STATISTICS from the 
mman Chamber of Industry 
iow that Jordanian exports 
^t ailed JD 762 million last 
16 per cent higher than 
figure in 1993. Value of 

jfljRexports in 1994 amounted 

Hfln JD 200 million (Al Dus- 
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COMPANY'S BANE 


ARAB BARK PIC 

JORDAN RATIONAL BANK 

JORDAN NATIONAL RANK / HEN 

BARK OF JORDAN 

KIDDLE EAST INVESTMENT BANK. 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 
THE BOOSING BANK 
JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 
JORDAN GULF BANK 
ARAB JORDAN INVESTMENT BANK 
JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 
BUSINESS BANK 

JORDAN INVESTMENT fi FINANCE BANK 

BEIT ELMAL SAVINGS INVESTMENT FOR BOUSING 
AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 
ARAB BANKING CORPORATION /JORDAN 
PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 

BANKS SECTOR 


JORDAN INSURANCE 
ARABIAN SEAS INSURANCE 
JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 
ARAB LIFE A ACCIDENT INSURANCE 
THE NATIONAL AHLXA INSURANCE 


TRADING 

VOLUME 

JD 


PSEV. OPENS 
CLOSING PRICE 
PRICE 


OPENING CLOSING 
PRICE PRldE 


383,385 

206,080 

56,930 

42,879 

9,100 

469 

145,135 

9,437 

20,900 

3,256 

122,666 

1,650 

17,557 

18,281 

236,630 

4,287 

15,874 


186.850 
4.350 
4.260 
3.450 
, 1.400 
' 2.640 
6. 020 
2.900 
1.210 
3.500 
3.760 
3.300 
3.650 

3.000 
1.070 

4.000 
1.230 


186.850 
4.350 
4.260 
3.450 
1 .400 
2.640 
6.020 
2.900 
1.210 
3.500 
3.760 
3.300 
3.6S0 

3.000 
1.070 

4.000 
1.230 


190.000 

4.580 
4.440 
3.200 
1.420 
2.750 
6.100 
2.850 
1.180 
3.380 
3.900 
3.300 

3.580 
3.020 
1.140 
4.000 
1.240 


3,273 

20,800 

206,357 

11,960 

6,300 


INSORANCE 


SECTOR 


1295465 INDEX NUMBER i 160.12 
CHANGE i <1.59* 

3.250 3. 2SO 3.250 

1.850 1.850 1.800 

2.540 2.540 2.610 

2.600 2.600 2.600 

3.000 3.000 3.150 

248690 INDEX NUMBER l 135.46 
CHANCE i +O.SS* 


WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL 6 AGRICULTURAL 
THE JORDAN WORSTED MILLS 
ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN DAIRY 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN PAPER 6 CARDBOARD FACTORIES 
THE PUBLIC MINING 
SPINNING 6 WEAVING 
RAF LA INDUSTRIES 

DAR AL DAKA DEVELOPMENT 6 INVESTMENT 
ARAB INVESTMENT A IN1BRNAXX0HAL TRADE 
ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 
LIVESTOCK 4 POULTRY 
ARAB PAPER CONVERTING 6 TRADING 
NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 
INTERMEDIATE PHTRO— CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN INDUSTRIES 6 KAICH/JIKCO 
• NATIONAL CABLE 4 WIRE MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN SULPHO— CHEMICALS 
ARAB CENTER FOR PBARM. 6 CHEMICALS 
KAWTHBR_ INVESTMENT 
UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 

INDUSTRIAL SECTOR 


1,044 

1.790 

1.790 . 

1.740 % 

7,607 

3.470 

3.470 

3.500 

79,454 

7.400’ 

7.400 

7.600 

375,764 

4.030 

4.030 

4.140 

27,013 

5.890 

5.890 

5.750 

910 

2.110 

2.110 

2.330 

53,124 

2. 680 

2.680 

2.700 

8,000 

4.000 

4.000 

4.000 

570 

2.920 

2.920 

2.850 

266,508 

2.500 

2.500 

2.550 

72,501 

2.730 

2.730 

2.550 

224,174 

7.480 

7.480 

7.650 

46,442 

0.850 

0.850 

0.930 

101,803 

6.350 

6.350 

6.600 

152,700 

0.620 

0.620 

0.680 

195,736 

1.390 

1.390 

1.470 

. 13,490 

3.400 

3.400 

3.350 

57 , 186 

2.000 

2.000 

2.140 

19,530 

1.100 

1.100 

1.190 

17,942 

0.640 

0.640 

0.680 

41,710 

4.550 

4.550 

4.540 

29,482 

1.320 

1.320 

1.490 

66,926 

2.100 

2.100 

2.300 

3,487 

1.550 

1.550 

1.550 

80,286 

3.530 

3.530 

3.520 

27,639 

1.980 

1.980 

2.050 

2320514 

CHANGE 

INDEX HUMBERT 120.25 
: +1 .80* 


GRAND 


TOTAL 


INDEX NUMBER i 


TRADING ACTIVITY -TOR THE PERIOD (25/03/1995 - 29/03/1995) 
WEEKLY REPORT 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER /NEW 

JORDAN HOTEL A TOURISM 

IRBID DISTRICT ELECTRICITY 

JORDAN 'HIKES MINERAL 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS /NEW 

JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LINES 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING CENTER 

MACHINARY EQUIP. RENTIN G 6 MAINTENANCE 

JORDAN PRESS FOUNDATION / ALBA' I 

UNITED MIDDLE EAST & COMMODORE HOTELS 

ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT 6 EDUCATION 

SERVICES SECTOR 

ATTAKQEEP CONST. MATERIAL MANUFACTURING 
THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 
THE ARAB POTASH/ NEW 
JORDAN PETROLEUM REFINARY 


143,538 

1.-570 

1.570 

1.630 

515,489 

1.490 

1.490 

1.570 

36,930 

6.850 

6.850 

7.500 

470 

0.990 

0.990 

0.940 

275 

2.800 

2.800 

2.750 

4,464,774 

5.090 

5.090 

6.080 

500,108 

4.850 

4.850 

5.850 

88,339 

2.940 

2.940 

2.970 

28,436 

1.920 

1.920 . 

2.000 

8,272 

1.120 

1.120 

1.180 

5,998 

0.910 

0.910 

1.050 

12,353 

0.660 

0.660 . 

0.680 

6,942 

10.400 

10.400 

10.050 

134,973 

2.290 

2.290 

2.420 

88,137 

3.350 

3.350 

3.320 


6035033 

CHANGE 


INDEX NUMBER i 
I +5.62* 


726 

1.060 

1.060 

1.030 

268,788 

2.990 

2.990 

3.050 

10.193 

4.500 

4.500 

4.600 

69,258 

9.230 

9.230 

9.350 


COMPANY'S NAME 


CENTRAL GENERAL TRADING & STORAGE 

JORDAN TRADE FACILITIES 

MIDDLE EAST FOR DEVL.6 TRADE CO. 

ZAKKA PRIVATE UNIVERSITY 

UNIFIED CO. FOR ORGANIZING LAND TRANS. 

ARAB rn XRV.GO 

NATIONAL CHLORINE INDUSTRIES CO. LTD 
NATIONAL TEXTILE 4 PLASTICS IND. CO 
JORDAN HEW CABLE COMPANY 
KL-ZAY READY WEAR MANUFACTURING CO. 
IHTBI HA TIOHAL TOBACCO 4 CIGARETTES 
.76 UNIVERSAL METALS 

UNION CHEMICAL 4 VBGATIABLE OIL INDUSTRI 

JORDAN STEEL 

ARAB ELECTRIC INDU S TRIES 


TRADING 

VOLUME 

JD 


PREV. OPENING 
CLOSING PRICE 
PRICE 


CLOSING 
PRICE \ 


GRAND TOTAL 


77,135 

0.880 

0.880 

24,273 

0.740 

0.740 

1,507 

0.500 

0.500 

38,895 

1.400 

1.400 

82,666 

1.950 

1.950 

158,888 

0.890 

0.890 

5,829 

1.470 

1.470 

23,701 

1.040 

1.040 

30,769 

1.550 

1.550 

3,368 

2.190 

2.190 

54,848 

1.490 

1.490 

790 

1.590 

1.590 

2,669 

2.520 

2.520 

27,077 

0.930 

0.930 

10,802 

0.860 

0.860 

# 

543216 
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French Franc S.ttOS 

Japanese Van 11.35 
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Hollar 5.17 6.00 __i 

Sterling Pwad <. 1 ? 6.25 
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French Franc 7.17 7.87 
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Currency 
U.S. Pntfac 
Sterling Found 
Deutsche Mark 
S'Ww Franc 
French Franc 
Japanese Yen* 
Dutch Guilder 
Swedish Krona 
llafan lira* 
Belgian Franc 


JORDAN MA 


29/J/95 

1 ,w 3023/95 

1.6128 

1 .6119** 

J . 38 28 

1.3797 

I. MIS 

r.i36fl»* 

S.ttOS 

4.1675** 

18.35 

St. 79 

I.JI7S 

1 .3219** 


■- 30/ 3/1995 


1 MTH 

3 MTI IS 

6 MTIlS 

5.17 _ 

6.00 

6.11 

6. It 

6.25 

4.75 


4.75 

_ 4_.il — 

3.37 

3.37 

3.56 

7.17 

7.87 

- 7.62 

1.87 

f .87 

I.7S 



LUL 


30/3/1995 


Old 

0.6670 

Oder 

0.6890 

1.1060 

1.1115 

0.4970 

0.4995 

0.6016 

0. 6046 

0. 140S 

0.1415 

0.1712 

0.7S11 

0.4440 

0.4462 



0.0605 

0.0405 


mmmm- 

FOR RENT 

Many apartments and vBas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have many Bstings of 
vilas. flats, and bufldng lots 

FOR SALE 

Commercial and 
- — residential. 

For more detafis call: 

Abdoiai Real Estate 
TsL 916605/810609 
010520 
Fax: 010520 


DOLLAR 

RENTA CAR 


Your First Choice 
in Car Rental 


.A SECURE. 

Hotel 

Swelflyeh 


Shmeisam 
TeL 693399 


ruf.O.TEL 

^SECURITY 

^HOSPITALITY 

^GASTRONOMY 

All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. TEL 

4 ij (■« 4 uh a 
! .h.hi (^Jurai 4 jSjL*S 

863944 - 816690 


FOR RENT 


Deluxe Villas 
& Apartments 
in Amman . 


iFT^rrTTaTB 


REAL ESTATE 


Cafe' 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 

Sweifiyeh 


STUDIO HAIG 

Profesaooal Quality in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO pRotm 
mbtm 30% larger 


• free enter pm- 
mmat 20 m 30 am 


Bank. Phone: «M(M 
Swefieh id: 823891 





RBiTA 


RENTA 

RELIABLE CAR 

AT A 

RELIABLE PRICE 

TEL: 6/819676 
FAX: 6/819676 
ABDOUN 

WE HAVfe NO OTHER BRANCHES 


■ZEBHWftfl BARBENS 
EHIIIESE RESTADRANT 


i ILX-iXtUB- 


Tmkm many H tnraOmbtm 

Shat ATArabStra* 

Urn Uthalnth CemnanM Onto 

TeL: *61174 

lOncc lasted Mwetfeuud, 


Prices, 
turnover 
at AFM 
reverse 
a 3-week 
decline 

(Continued from page 14) 

140-point mark is also a sig- 
nal to go for blue chips.” said 
the broker. However, foreign 
buying was very limited, the 
broker added. 

AFM brokers and inves- 
tor keep a very close eye on 
foreign buyers, who have 
come in with less than $10 
million into the Jordanian 
stock exchange although they 
have official approvals for up 
to $200 million since 1994. 

“Foreign firms are very 
calcoladve and are fussier than 
local firms when it comes to 
buying at the AFM.” said 
another AFM dealer. “They 
don't react to market 
rumours and speculation as 
many of their local counter- 
parts do. As such, when a 
foreign buyer does come in to 
buy, then there is a scramble 
in the market among the loc- 
als to anticipate foreign in- 
terests.” 

One of the main factors behind 
the plunge in prices in the last 
three weeks was a crunch in 
liquidity resulting from a 
drain of capital from the 
stock market to more lucra- 
tive commercial bank de- 
posits. 

The situation did not 
change this week, but the 
institutional intervention 
brought in some liquidity into 
the market and hence the 
bulk of the improvement- in 
prices as well as turnover, the 
brokers said. 

More than a dozen com- 
panies also announced their 
1994 results, and some of 
them did better than ex- 
pected and drew investor in- 
terest. said the brokers. 
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tf] LUNCK 
& 7 DAY 
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MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking. 
Best Service. 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 p.m. 
030 - 11:30 pjh. 

* Tel.: 861838 


Dace: 30/3// 995 


Currucy 

DM 

CXIer 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.8070 

1.8200 

Lebanese Lira* 

0.04200 

0.04250 

SawD RJjal 

0.1829 

0.1838 

Kmn :, i Dinar 

3.3120 

. 2.3670 

Qatari Ri)d 

0. 1876 

0.1890 

Efijplisn Pound 

0.1900 

0.7010 

Omani RlyaJ 
UAE IHrtam 

1.7750 
0. 1865 

1.7870 

0. U7i 

Drachma' 1 

0. 2585 

0.3150 

Cypriot round 

1.4110 

1.5670 


jon’s salon 

Speaking 

• & Staff 



Duraclean 


° Flower Fresh " . cleaning 
for homes and businesses 


CARPET CLEANING 
FURNTTURE CLEANING 

TEL 836692 




'Restaurant- dfc Tapas • 

Open ■ 'Daily.' 

from- 

12 a-.ni. - 12 p.m. 

Jehel etmnian . 3rd circle 
Tel. 61 50 61 


lurino ~-*1wrim 


EXPRESS LUNCH 


45 Minutes - In and Out ! 

'SnXSAlAV •yon CHOKE Oh 

* GriHed Chicken with Zurich sauce 

* Grilled Fillet with pepper sauce 

* Plceata Umone ( veal ) 

w Grilled Hammour Provincial 

com F- chocolate ttotrm 


JD 7.00 (++) 


8453944 - SWEIFIYEH 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on ihe London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Friday. 


Unique gold & gems jewelry. 




ms# 

FOR YOUR ■ 

mmmmmsmm 

Advertisement i 


U.S. $1.00 costs 

1.4012/22 

Canadian dollar 

1.3818/38 

Deutschemarks 


1.5462/82 

Dutch guilders 


1.1386/06 

Swiss francs 


28.43/47 

Belgian francs 


4.8420/70 

French francs 


1711.0/6.0 

Italian lire 


87.15/25 

Japanese yen 


7.3775/75 

Swedish crowns 


6.1540/90 

Norwegian crowns 


5.4625/75 

Danish crowns 

One sterling 

$1.6116/36 


One ounce of gold 

$386.20/386.70 

• 



f=^villa^= 

D'ANGELO 


(Q 


ENGLISH 

SPEAKING 

STAFF 


REAL ESTATE .. RENTALS 


1 "Sfintvc ww afo l 


AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
Jabal Amman 
Tel 638212 

Air-conditioned Lonnge 


Ofl*2! 

| ^ 


^ TOidot Setter, p.')* 

Heater. Oeaacf. More lasrtshlg ! 
furnished or jarfumistted J 
>T91a* anil Apartments 


fUll JRWCF.SFiV f ITtTC M2AM2* 7<-* 


]] Td 661113-68*816 


OPEMING 
APRIL L 19351 


MORGANS 


8 BHHB JORDAN EltCTWC VJ THOM* | 


4 













.« * 


&yt I 

pje ij 

Vc a 

W 

-A4 


a* 


d> ». 


t>’ 1 


I 

-: i 


. •V 
.- i n : 


• 


[/, 


Cantona sentenced to 120 
hours of community service 


LONDON (AFP) - Man- 
chester United star Eric Can- 
tona was sentenced to 120 
hours community service in 
Croydon Crown Court on 
Friday after winning his 
appeal against a two week jail 
sentence for assaulting a 
spectator. 

Cantona shrugged and 
gave slight smile at news of 
his freedom, as fans in the 
packed public gallery broke 
into applause and then mob- 
bed him in the dock. 

live Frenchman, who has 
been banned by the Football 
Association from all football 
until September 30 and fined 
a total of 30,000 pounds, 
looked relieved by the deci- 
sion and shook hands with 
well-wishers inside the court. 

Outside the court. United 
fans cheered and sang a 
rendition of the Marseillaise 
as news of his successful 
appeal reached them. 

The French striker was 
flanked by several police 
officers and remained unsmil- 
ing as he made the short 
journey from the court across 
the main road to the hotel 
where he had stayed over- 
night. 

Many fans had travelled to 
London from Manchester to 
support their idol. One 
emerged from the court, 
shouting: “Eric is free, long 
live the king." 

Before reaching his deci- 
sion Judge Ian Davies said 
that victim Matthew Sim- 
mons had indulged in con- 
duct that would “provoke the 
most stoic.” 

Judge Davies added: “We 
believe that Mr. Cantona 
acted in a way out of charac- 
ter and would not have done 
so without the provocative 
concuct aimed at him. 

“Mr. Cantona is 28, of 
good character and has 
already been fined by his club 
and the Football Association. 

■ “He has been prevented 
from playing football for 
eight months and Mr. Sim- 
mons only received minor in- 
juries. Mr. Cantona recog- 
nises that be should have 
controlled himself and not 
allowed himself to be goaded 
to act, as it was, on the spur 
of the moment. 



Manchester United star, Eric Cantona, leaves the court 
surrounded by policemen (AFP photo) 


In passing his verdict the 
judge said: “We express the 
hope that he will be able to 
be used in carrying out his 
public duty to the community 
by helping young people who 
aspire to be professional foot- 
ballers and others who mere- 
ly aspire to play the game and 
enjoy it." 

Cantona was originally 
given the jail sentence by 
East Croydon Magistrates 
court eight days ago when he 
pleaded guilty to assaulting 
Crystal Palace fan Simmons 
after being sent off in Un- 
ited's match at Selhurst Park 
on January 25. 

But three hours later the 
controversial Frenchman was 
freed on bail by the Crown 
Court pending the appeal. 

The severity of the magis- 
trates sentence took every- 
body by surprise and was 


denounced by Gerhard Aig- 
ner, secretary-general of the 
European Football Union 
(UEFA). 

Prosecuting lawyer Mr. 
Mark Dennis told Judge 
Davies on Friday that Sim- 
mons had rushed from his 
Utb row seat down to the 
hoardings at the side of the 
pitch and began delivering a 
tirade of abuse as Cantona 
walked towards the dressing- 
room. 

Simmons will appear in 
court on May 23 after plead- 
ing not guilty last Friday to 
charges of public order off- 
ences relating to the incident. 

Cantona's colleague and 
England international Paul 
Ince, who has denied a 
charge of common assault 
arising from the Selhurst 
Park incident, is due to 
appear in court on May 23. 


Agassi gives United States the lead 


PALERMO (Agencies) — 
Andre Agassi swept Andrea 
Qaudenzi in straight sets Fri- 
day to give the heavily 
favoured U.S. team a 1-0 
lead over Italy in Davis Cup 
play. 

Agassi, the world's No. 2 
player, won 6-4, 6-4, 6-1 in 
just over two hours. The 
match was interrupted for 90 
minutes by rain. 

The world’s No. 1 player 
Pete Sampras faced Renzo 
Furian in the second singles. 

Gaudenzi, ranked 19th in 
the world and Italy’s top 
player, ignited hopes among 
the partisan crowd when he 
took a 2-0 lead in the first set. 
But they were shortlived. 

Agassi's game proved too 
much, despite the especially 
slow red day more adapted 
to the Italian’s style. 

The 21-year-old Gaudenzi 
played defensive tennis 
anchored to the baseline, 
rarely taking the game to his 
opponent. Agassi, in turn, 
moved him back and forth at 
-will. 

The crowd of 5.100 was 
partisan but friendly, often 
applauding the American 
who set a fashion note in his 
white-speckled blue bermu- 
das, striped shirt and black 
bandana over his short- 
cropped hair. 

Agassi and Sampras put 
their rivalry on hold to play 
for the U.S. Davis Cup team'. 

The two Americans have 
battled in three major finals 
this year in a rivalry that has 
become one of the best indi- 
vidual duels in sports. 

But Davis Cup ties do not 
always play to form, given 
the partisan flavor, home 
court advantage and choice 
of surface. 

In fact, the red clay of the 
Palermo Tennis Club is Sam- 
pras' weakest surface. He has 


not played on clay in 10 
months since losing to Jim 
Courier in last year's French 
Open quarterfinals. 

“When you add up all the 
conditions, you hope to come 


through with a win/' Agassi 
aftc 


said after the draw Thursday. 

But both Agassi and Sam- 
pras say they are determined 
to win and reverse the U.S. 
failure to reach a Davis Cup 
final since beating Switzer- 
land three years ago. 

Non-playing captain 
Adriano Panatta says it may 
be an advantage for his young 
team to be such underdogs. 

“Psychologically, we know 
we have nothing to lose." 
said the former French Open 
champion. 

But the doubles competi- 
tion on Saturday spells equal 
trouble for Italy. 

The pair of Stefano Pesco- 
solido and Christian Brandi, 
who helped defeat the Czech 
Republic in February, face 
the world’s ‘top ranked part- 
nership in Jared Palmer and 
Richey Reneberg. 

The' United States holds a 
6-2 lead over Italy in Davis 
Cup play. 

India take 2-0 lead over 
Philippines 


In Saturday's doubles, 
Paes and Gauray Natekar, 
the Asian Games champions, 
will take on Angelo and 19- 
year-old debutant Pio Tolen- 
tino. 

The winner of the tie will’ 
earn a berth in the World 
Group play-offs to be held in 
September. 


Venezuela looking for up- 
set against Argentina 

Venezuela, coming off last 
month's upset of Uruguay 
that marked perhaps its best 
Davis Cup performance, 
hosts Argentina this weekend 
in an American Zone Group 
One semifinal tie. 

The draw pitted Maurice 
Ruah, Venezuela's No. 2 
player, against Argentina's 
best. Javier Frana, ranked 
109 in the world, in the first 
singles match. 

Nicolas Pereira, ranked 
101 in the world, was to face 
Argentina's Federico Browne 
in the second singles match 
Friday afternoon on -the hard 
courts of the Altamira Tennis 
Club. 


Though playing away from 
their preferred red clay 


In New Delhi. Mahesh 
Bhupathy defeated Robert 
Angelo to give India a 2-0 
lead over the Philippines in 
their Davis Cup Asia- 
Oceania Group One second 
round tie here Friday. 

Bhupathy defeated Ange- 
lo, a last-minute replacement 
for the ailing Joseph Lizardo, 
6-1. 6-3, 6-4. 

Indian number one Lean- 
der Paes downed doubles 
specialsit Sofronio Palahang 
6-2. 6-0. 6-3 in the opening 
singles on the grass courts of 
the National Sports Club of 
India. 


courts, the Argentines were 
favoured nonetheless. At the 
Pan American Games earlier 
this month. Pereira lost his 
singles and doubles matches 
by one-sided margins. 


Court jails three in 
Corsican stadium disaster 


BASTIA, Corsica (R) — A 
French court on Friday 
jailed three men over the 
1992 collapse of a Corsican 
soccer stadium stand, 
which killed 17 people and 
injured more than 2300. 

The court sentenced 
Jean-Marie Boismond, the 
engineer responsible for 
building the stand, and 
Michael Lorenzi, former 
vice-president of Bastia 
soccer dub to two years’ 
imprisonment. Bernard 
Rossi, a safety inspector, 
was jailed for 18 months. 

Boismond and Rossi 
were convicted of man- 
slaughter. Lorenzi was con- 
victed of forgery. 


After an emotional trial 
in January, the judges took 
two months to reach their 
verdict on the collapse of a 
temporary stand at Bastia's 
Furiani Stadium on May 2, 
1992, minutes before kick- 
off fbr a French Cap semi- 
final game against Marseil- 
le. 


France’s worst soccer dis- 
aster drew comparisons 
with the deaths of 96 Liver- 
pool fans crushed at Hill- 


sborough Stadium in Shef- 
1, Eni 


field, England in 1989 and 
the 39 people killed in a 
1985 riot between Liver- 
pool and Juventus fans at 
Brussels' Heysel Stadium. 


European soccer scores 

Group 5 


By the Associated Press 

Group 1 

Romania 2. Poland 1 
Israel 0, France 0 
Slovakia 4, Azerbaijan 1 

Group 2 

Cyprus 1, Denmark 1 
Group 3 

Turkey 2, Sweden Z 
Hungary 2, Switzerland 2 

Group 4 

Lithuania 0, Croatia 0 
Slovenia 3, Estonia 0 * 
Ukraine 0, Italy 2 


Czech Republic 4, Belarus 2 
Netherlands 4, Malta 
Group 6 

Ireland 1, Northern Ireland 1 
Austria 5. Latvia 0 


Group 7 


Georgia 0, Germany 2 
Bulgaria 3, Wales 1 
Albania 3, Moldova 1 


Group 8 


Russia 0. Scotland 0 
San Marino 0, Finland 2 


Weightlifting 
champion 
fails 

drugs test 


FRANKFURT (R) — World 
weightlifting champion Alex- 
ander Kurlovich of Belarus, 
who was once banned from 
the sport, has failed a drugs 
test, Germany's SID news 
agency reported on Thurs- 
day. 

A second test conducted by 
Cologne-based doping expert 
Manfred Donike confirmed 
results of a test in January 
that found the Anabolick 
steroid metandieone in the 
Belarussian's urine, it said. 

The report could not be 
independently confirmed. 

Rolf Feser, general secret- 
ary of The German Weight- 
lifting Union (BLHDG). had 
announced the original find- 
ing. 

Kurlovich, a 'four-times 
world champion and owner 
of two Olympic medals, set a 
world snatch record of 205.0 
kilogrammes in the men's 
over 108 kg category at the 
World Championships in 
Istanbul last November. 

In 1984, Kurlovich was 
fined $450 in Canada when 
he and former Soviet Union 
teammate Anatoly Pisarenko 
were convicted of 
illegally possessing a quantity 
of methandrostenoline or di- 
anabol for sale. 

The drugs were found in 
their luggage when they ar- 
rived for a competition. 


Ainge leads Suns over Sacramento 


SACRAMENTO (R) — 
Danny Ainge scored all 11 of 
his points in the fourth quar- 
ter as the Phoenix Suns snap- 
ped a three-game losing 
streak with a 113-96 victory 
over the Sacramento Kings 
Thursday. 

Sacramento dosed to 84-82 
on a jumper by Randy Brown 


with 10:14 to play, but the 
10 straight 


Suns scored 
points, including six by 
Ainge, to take a commanding 
94-82 lead on an 18-footer by 


Ainge with 5:55 remaining. 

sd 27 


Charles Barkley scored 
points and Kevin Johnson 17 
for the Suns, who moved 
back into first place in the 
Pacific Division, one-half 
game ahead of idle Seattle. 

In Charlotte, Roy Tarpley 
scored eight of his 22 points 
in a key 18-6 fourth-quarter 
run as the Dallas Mavericks 
set a franchise record with 
their sixth straight road vic- 
tory, a 125-107 triumph over 
the Charlotte Hornets. 

Popeye Jones scored 22 
points with 11 rebounds and 
Jamal Mashburn added 16 
points for the Mavericks, 
who have won nine of their 
last 10 games. 

The victory pulled Dallas 
within 2‘/i games of the Sac- 
ramento Kings for the final 
Western Conference playoff 
berth. 

Hersey Hawkins scored 31 
points for Charlotte. 

In Chicago. Michael Jor- 
dan scored four of his 23 
points in an 11-0 run span- 
ning the final two quarters to 
lead the Chicago Bulls to a 
100-82 victory over the strug- 
gling Boston Celtics. 

Soottie Pippen scored 17 
points and Toni Kukoc had 
his first career triple-double 
with 14 points, 11 assists and 
10 rebounds as Chicago won 
its third straight game and 
10th of its last 13. 

Derek Strong scored 17 
points and Dominique Wil- 
kins had 14 for the Celtics, 
who have lost 10 of their last 
13 games. 

At Golden State, Grant 
Long led seven players in 
double figures with 21 points 
as the Atlanta Hawks cruised 


to a 108-80 victory over the 
Golden State Warriors. 

Steve Smith scored 17 
points and Andrew Lang 
added 14 points and 11 re- 
bounds for Atlanta. 

Ryana Lorthridge scored 
just 12 points to lead the 
Warriors. 

“Nobody earned a dime 
tonight, except (David 
Wood)," said Warriors coach 
Bob Lanier. “They need to 
hand in their checks. When 
you don't bring effort to get 
your paycheck, that’s not on 


when Anderson stole the ball 
from Rod Strickland and was 
fouled, but he missed both 
free throws. 

Strickland made one-of- 
two free throws for the final 
margin, and New Jersey’s 


Chris Childs missed a three- 
pointer at the buzzer. 


At the Clippers, Clyde 
Drexler scored 14 of his 
season-high 41 points in the 
fourth quarter, lifting the 
Houston Rockets to a 10896 
victory over the los Angeles 


NBA ROUNDUP 


the coach, that’s on the play- 
er. The fans see it and they 
know it." 

In New Jersey, Clifford 
Robinson scored eight .of his 
22 points in a 13-0 fourth- 
quarter run and Otis 
Thorpe’s dunk with 1:13 left 
broke a tie as the Portland 
Trail Blazers scored a 106- 
103 victory over the New 
Jersey Nets. 

Kenny Anderson had a 
chance to tie the game with 
5.9 seconds remaining. The 
Nets were trailing by two 


Clippere. 

Drexler, who also grabbed 
a career-high 18 rebounds, 
made a three-pointer to trig- 
ger an 11-0 run midway 
through the fourth quarter 
that broke a tie and gave 
Houston a 91-80 advantage. 

“He's a great player," 
Houston coach Rudy Tom- 
janovich said. “He had it 
going so we just kept gjviong 
it to him. He scored, he 
rebounded, he did it all. It 
was one of the best perform- 
ance I've seen by anyone." 


RESULTS 


Dallas 

125 

Charlotte 

107 

Portland 

106 

New Jersey 

103 

Atlanta 

10S 

Golden State 

80 

Chicago 

100 

Boston 

82 

Houston 

108 

La Clippers 

96 

Phoenix 

113 

Sacramento 

96 


ANNOUNCEMENT 
OF TENDER 
No. N/23/95 


The Ministry of Supply announced a bid to appoint a 
cargo agent for the (PL480) programme of 1995 to 
transport wheat from the U.S.A. 

Those willing to participate in the tender can call on 
the ministry’s secretary to obtain copies of the 
tender, including terms and specifications, for a 
non-refundable fee of JD 25. The closing date’ for 
offers is 12 noon on Tuesday April 18, 1995. 

The Minister 
of Supply 


NOTICE OF SALE 


Date of Sale: 

Tuesday, April 4, 1995, from 9:00 a. m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Location: 

Warehouse near 7th Circle. 

Items to be sold: 

Furniture, large generator, hydraulic lift and various 
office items. 

Conditions of sale: 

This sale will be conducted by seal-bid. 

Bid forms will be available at time of sale. 

All items will be available for inspection at the time of 
sale. 

A deposit of 20 per cent of the total bid is required at 
the time of bid. 

All bidders will be notified and deposits refunded 
beginning on Wednesday, April 5. 1995. 

All property must be removed within 24 hours of 
notification. 

If not, a storage of JD 50 per day will be imposed. 
Ail bids must be deposited by 12:00 p.m. on April 4, 


1995. 


All property is sold on an as-is, where-is, non- 
returnable basis for cash payment without refund or 
warranty. 


A 


Furnished Apartment 
with Telephone 
For Rent 


Location: Jabal Amman 4th Circle, Khalidi Hospital 
Street. 

Comprises: 3 bedrooms (one master), living room. 

dining room, salon, 3 bathrooms and a 
kitchen. 

Telephone: 819361 


Inter-Continental 
Tokyo Bay to open 


September 1, 1995 will be an auspicious day, as the Hotel 
InterContinental Tokyo Bay. with its contemporary styl- 
ing and exciting atmosphere, opens the dawn of a new era 
on the Tokyo waterfront. 

With an unmatched view of the Bay and Rainbow Bridge 
to one side and the Sumida River to the other, along with 
the expansive greenery Of Hamarikyu and Kvu-Shibarikn 
' Gardens . 

The Hotel’s exterior presents a graceful, contemporary 
appearance, while the homelike feeling of the interior 
provides a warm, inviting atmosphere. Guests are sure to 
find complete satisfaction with the tastefully designed, 
beautifully appointed rooms , the cosmopolitan selection of 
restaurants and bars, and the banquet halls with their 
spectacular views of Tokyo Bay. And of course, the 
carefully attentive service, a hallmark of every InterCon- 
tinental Hotel, will only add to the pleasure of a stay here. 

Hotel Inter Continental Tokyo Bay is managed by 
InterContinental Hotels and Resorts (headquarters in 
London), and is the second major hotel the company has 


opened in Japan . following the Yokohama Grand Inter- 
nt 


.Continental Hotel. One of the world’s major hotel chains, 
InterContinental Hotels and Resorts has 142 hotels in 55 
countries of which 124 are InterContinental and Forum 
Hotels and 18 Global Partner Hotels and Resorts. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


China bans 9 coaches 


BEUING (AFP) — The Chinese sports authorities have 
banned nine coaches, including five from the country’s 
swimming squad, for drug taking, officials said Friday. The 
coaches were banned for a year for their role in 31 doping 
cases in China in 1994. Eleven athletes tested positive for 
banend performance enhancing drugs at last year’s Asian 
Games in Hiroshima, Japan. The International Swimming 
Federation (FINA) and Olympic Council of Asia (OCA) 
this week decided there was not enough evidence to say 
there was organised drug taking in China. The five 
swimming coaches were banned for their role in the drugs 
taken by seven swimmers who failed tests in Hiroshima. 
TWo of the swimmers later banned for two years were 
world champions Yang Aihua and Lu Bin. 



Goalkeeper scores with solo effort 


BOGOTA (R) — Miguel Calero kept alive the tradition of 
flamboyant Latin American goalkeepers when he scored 
with a brilliant individual effort to keep Deportivo Cali top 
of the Colombian soccer championship. Calero's asto- 
nishing solo run, which began near his own goal, came in 
the 88th minute of the game at hpme to Pereira with the 
score at 1-1. He rushed out of his goal to intercept a Pereira 
breakaway, dribbled the ball past an oncoming forward, 
charged into the opposing half and then scored with a 
powerful left foot shot 


Missing Maradona found 


BUENOS AIRES (AFP) — Argentina's football star 
Diego Maradona, who disappeared four days ago, has been 
found in a hotel in downtown Buenos Aires where he had 
reportedly locked himself in a room. The former Argentina 
captain, now on the staff of Racing Club, was reportedly 
suffering a profound emotional crisis, and there was media 


speculation that he was having marital problems, or that he 
was undergoing drug rehabilitation. Once he had been 
found, Maradona refused to speak to his agent, Marcos 


Franchi, and his lawyer. Instead he remained in bis room 
with a brother-in-law and a nephew. Racing Cub president 
Juan Destefano confirmed that Maradona had been found, 
and said the former star would travel with the team to 
Cordoba on Friday for a weekend match. 


Larsson out for 6 weeks 


ROTTERDAM (R) — Feyenoord’s Swedish international 
striker Henryk Larsson will be out of action for six weeks 
after undergoing a knee operation on Friday, Dutch news 
agency ANP said, citing the player’s doctor. Larsson, the 
Dutch club's key attacker as they strike for a place in next 
season's UEFA Cup, injured his knee during Sweden’s 
surprise 2-1 defeat by Turkey in their European Cham- 
pionship group three qualifier on Wednesday. 


Fan gives good luck poem to Cantona 


LONDON (R) — A young British fan gave a cheeky “good 
luck" card to Manchester United’s Eric Cantona in court 
on Friday, minutes before the French striker's appeal 
against a two-week jail sentence was heard. Sebastian 
Pennells, 13, had got up before dawn to travel to Croydon, 
south of London, where Cantona's appeal was being heard 
in the crown court. His card read: “Eric is an idol, Eric is a 



community 

33 months demanded for Seles attacker 


HAMBURG (AFP) — Hamburg's state prosecutor called 
for a 33-month jail sentence for Gunther Parche, the man 
who stabbed tennis star Monica Seles in the back two years 
ago. The prosecution decided not to seek a sentence for the 
charge of “attempted murder,” as requested by Seles’ 
lawyers, but for “dangerous wounding.” Parche, who 
attacked Seles during the Hamburg tournament in April 
1993, had wanted his idol and compatriot Steffi Graf to 
take over from Seles as the women's world number one. 
Seles. 21, has not played since. 


Nigeria may seek African boycott 


CAIRO (R) — Nigeria may try to get Africa to boycott the 
World Youth Championships after being dropped as hosts, 
an Egyptian Football Federation official has said. Nigerian 
officials are to meet leaders of the Confederation of 
African Soccer (CAF) in an attempt to get African support. 
The official, who declined to be named, said the Nigerians 
might seek an African boycott of die championships which 
are now to be held in the Gulf state of Qatar from April 
13-28. 


Court hearing could end baseball strike 


NEW YORK (AP) — On the eve of a federal court hearing 
that could end the U.S. major league baseball strike and 
stop replacement baseball, negotiators returned to the 
bargaining table for the players' response to management's 
new offer. Owners, during a Thursday conference call, 
formally approved using replacement players in a 26-2 
vote, with only Baltimore and Toronto opposed. But with 
the court hearing nad more bargaining, teams weren't sure 
if replacement baseball would start as scheduled Sunday 
night. “Right now, it’s 50-50," Boston Red Sox chief 
executive officer John Harrington said. 

Doohan continues to dominate 


W — World championship leader 
Michael Doohan continued his dominance of the new 
motorcycling season on Friday with a lap record during the 
first qualifying session for Sunday’s 500cc Malaysian Grand 
Australian , riding the Repsol Honda, raced 
round the Shah AJam Track in a time of one mintue 25.059 
seconds, breaking the time of 1:25.100 set in 1991 by 
American John Kodnski. 


Japan to play Brazil 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan and Brazil are to play a match 
here in August to celebrate 100 years of friendship between 
the two countries, the Japanese foreign ministry said 
Friday. Ken Nagannma, president of the Japan Football 
Association, reached an agreement with his Brazilian 
counterpart in Rio de Janeiro on Thursday. The two 
countries will also play an under- 17 match at the Maracarao 
Stadium in Rio de Janeiro on Sunday as a part of the same 
celebrations. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

With new super deluxe furniture, in Jabal Amman, near the 
Fourth Circle. Third floor, consisting of three bedrooms, 
three bathrooms, two salons, dining room, spacious- 
veranda overlooking nice views, with large kitchen, 
telephone, central heating and lift. Rent is annual. 
Please call tel. 644349 . 


FURNISHED ROOF FOR RENT 


A new roof consists of three bedrooms, salon, dining.-, 
room, storage room, three baths, large kitchen, separate | 
electricity, water, central healing and surrounding terrace • 
overlooking calm and beautiful sights. The building is new j 
and contains a new elevator, intercome and many! 
essential facilities. Location: Um Uthaina area, Ballquees 
SL 200 from Um Uthainah Trade Centre, if interested 
call 676000 
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HILTON HEAD ISLAND, 
South Carolina (AFP) — 
Arantxa Sanchez shrugged 
off a severe ankle sprain to 
beat Amanda Coetzer in 
three sets here Thursday, 
reaching the Family Grde 
Cup quarter-finals and secur- 
ing her number-one ranking 
for another week. 

The top-seeded Spaniard 
went into the match fighting 
the flue. She fought back 
from a 5-2 deficit in the first 
set, then recovered after 
spraining her ankle in the 
second to win 7-6 (7-1), 3-6, 
6-3. 

“It’s amazing to finish a 
match like that," she said. 
“But mentally I never gave 
up and stayed aggressive and 
didn’t want to lose a match 
that way.” 

A defeat would have cost 
her the number-one spot 
when the new world rankings 
are released on Monday. 

Now she is certain to keep 
that spot, at least for the time 
being, in front of fast-dosing 
German Steffi 'Graf. 

Her future in the tourna- 
ment, however, retrained un- 
certain because of the ankle 
injury. 

“It's serious, and i have to 
be careful/* she said, her 
ankle wrapped in bandages 
and ice. Sne dropped out 
ofthe doubles competition to 
nurse it. 

The injury occurred in tbe 
fourth game of the second 
set, when she tripped motion- 
less for several minutes. 

WTA Tour trainers gave 
on-court treatment and she 
resumed play without any no- 
ticeable signs of pain. 

“I remember I hit a fore- 
hand. I slid, and suddenly I’m 
on the ground and in a lot of 
pain,” die said. "I guess be- 
cause it was so warm it didn't 
feel so bad." 

Coetzer took a 3-1 lead in 


_ LONDON (R) — The Inter- 
national Amateur Athletic 
: Federation (IAAF) has 

. . admitted that Kenyan Olym- 

pic 800 metres champion Wil- 

- bam Tanui escaped a drugs 
ban 18 months ago because of 
irregularities in its testing 

i procedures. 

IAAF general secretary 
. Istvan Gyulai confirmed on 

- Thursday night that Tanui 

- had tested positive for the 
banned stimulant 
norephedrine at an interna- 
tional meeting in New Delhi 
on September 14, 1993. 

Bat he said due to “human 
error" Tanui had not re- 
ceived the mandatory three- 
month suspension and the 
positive result had never 
been made public. 

Instead, the IAAF bad in- 
■ formed the Kenyan Amateur 
Athletic Association 
. ■ (KAAA) that it had put the 
< ■ . result on its records and that 

- Tanui would be banned for 
four years if he offended 
again. 

“Even if it was a mistake, 
the Tanui case should have 
been reported,” Gyulai said. 
“No deal was struck with the 
Kenyan authorities to hush 
..up The findings. A genuine 
mistake occurred." 

_ According to IAAF offi- 
• .rials, Tanui told the testing 
earn at tbe New Delhi meeting that 
•wo weeks previously he had 
>een using medication in- 
rluding Aspirin and cough 
yrup for a cold. 

The samples were sent to 
' ' he International Olympic 
Committee accredited anti- 
-rtS doping centre in Moscow 

F v thich. 



Spain’s Arantxa Sanchez 


the second set, then won six 
of the next eight games be- 
fore Sanchez raised her game 
in the final seL 

The Spaniard moved Coet- 
zer from side to side, came to 
the net when she could and 
started hitting deeper to put 
pressure on Coetzer's 
groundstrokes. 

In the quarter-finals, San- 
chez was scheduled to meet 
fifth-seeded Bulgarian Mag- 
dalena Maleeva, who beat 


American Chanda Rubin 6-3, 
6 - 2 . 

Second-seeded Spaniard 
COnchita Martinez, the de- 
fending champion, advanced 
with a 6-2, 7-5 victory over 
Kristie Boogert. 

Martinez will meet sixth- 
seeded Croatian IVa Majoli, 
who beat Irina Spirlea of 
Romania 6-1, 6-4. 

Fourth-seeded Natasha 
Zvereva of Belarus beat 
American Sandra Cade 7-5, 


GOREN BRIDGE 


7-5 to line up a quarter-final 
clash with her old Soviet 
teammate Larisa Neiland, 
who beat American Ginger 
Helgeson-Nieisen 6-1, 5-7. 7- 
6 (7/5). 

French qualifier Lea Ghir- 
ardi, who upset Gabriela 
Sabatini on Wednesday, had 
another win when she beat 
compatriot Sarah Pitkowski 
6-4, 2-6, 6-4. And Italy’s Sil- 
via Farina beat Austrian Pet- 
ra Schwarz- Ritter 6-2. 6-0. 


WITH OMAR SHAMF 
S TANNAH WRSCH 


Both vulnerable, West deals. 

NORTH 

* A K 

T A -4 2 

v' A 9 6 4 2 

* 10 6 3 

WEST EAST 

•76 *842 

7RQJ073 t riO6 
•> Q 3 : • J 8 7 

♦ A 9 4 4KJ852 

SOUTH 

* Q J 10 9 5 3 

"8 8 

■> K 10 5 

* Q 7 
The bidding 

West North East Sooth 

17 1 NT Pam 4 • 

Pam Pam Pass 

Opening lead: King of T' 

Don't underestimate the advan- 
tage declarer has in being able to see 
all the North-South assets. Even 
when declarer knows the contract 
can be defeated, the opponents, who 
don’t have that information avail- 
able, are at a disadvantage. This 
hand illustrates our point. 


WHAT YOU DON’T KNOW CAN HURT 

North's one-no-trump overeaO, 
with on|y 15 points and one stopper 
in the enemy unit, does not thrill ns. 

We would have passed to await de- 
velopments. South would have re- 
opened and North-South would 
probably have nestled in a safe 
partscore rather than a dimb to an 
overly aggressive game. 

West made the normal lead of the 
king of hearts »"H, when dummy 
appeared, declarer saw four losers — 
two dubs, a heart and, barring a 
small miracle, a diamond. The dia- 
mond suit could probably be estab- 
lished by ducking a diamond early, 
but that would tip the hand to the 
defenders who would certainly make 
sure they got what tricks were their 
due. 

Instead, declarer tried a dab of 
guile. South ducked the opening 
heart lead and won the continua- 
tion, then the ace and king of 

spades. Next, declarer led a club to 
the queen! 

In with the ace of dubs. West saw 
no future in returning a dab and 
reverted to a bdart- Declarer ruffed 


and the contract could no longer be 
defeated. Declarer started reeling 
off spades, bringing about this 
position: 

NORTH 

* — 

ri 

0 A96 

• 10 6 

WEST EAST 

* - * — 

79 7 — 

V Q 3 :j 8 7 

•94 *KJ 

SOUTH 

• 10 

7 - 

0 K 10 fi 

• 7 

On the last tramp East had to 
discard a dub, as did the other two 
hands. East was then thrown in frith 
a dub and, on the forced diamond 
return, declarer made the laat three 
t ricks by simply playing the defend- 
ers for split honors and fin ess in g 
accordingly. 


JORDAN TOURISM BOARD 

HAS THE FOLLOWING VACANCIES 

1. Director of Marketing 

7 to 10 years work experience. 

Minimum five years in management position 
with international experience. 

2. Marketing Advisor 

Minimum five years experience in marketing 
research. 

3. Executive Secretary 

Minimum five years working experience. Ex- 
cellent office managerial skills. 

* The above positions requires the following: 

1. Excellent command of English and Arabic 
languages. 

2. Willing to travel. 

3. Excellent computer skills. 

Interested candidates please contact 
the following) telephone numbers to set 
up an appointment. 

647951/647914/647952 


Court 

confirms 

Tapie 

bankrupt 

PARIS (Agencies) — An 
appeals court ruled on Fri- 
day that maverick French 
soccer boss-turned- 
politician Bernard Tapie 
was bankrupt, clearing the 
way for him to be stripped 
of his French and Euro- 
pean Parliament seats. 

The ruling means tbe jus- 
tice ministry may apply to 
the constitutional council 
to strip Tapie of his man- 
dates and bar him from 
elected office for five years, 
but the self-made former 
miilionnaire has asked the 
government Fot a stay of 
execution. 

The court ordered Tapie, 
52, and his wife Domini- 
que, who owe the state- 
owned bank Credit Lyon- 
nais 1.2 billion francs (S250 
million) after the collapse 
of his business empire, to 
be placed in judicial li- 
quidation. 

The former Marseille 
soccer club chairman, who 
faces possible imprison- 
ment in a match-rigging 
case on which tbe verdict is 
due next month, has writ- 
ten to Prime Minister 
Edouard Balladur asking 
that the justice ministry de- 
lay the procedure to strip 
hun of his parliamentary 
seats while he seeks a ret- 
rial. 

Justice Minister Pierre 
Mehaignerie said on Thurs- 
day that Tapie's request 
was being considered. 

Tapie, wbo was a protege 
of socialist President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand and served 
briefly as urban affairs 
minister in 1992-93. had 
hoped to run for mayor of 
Marseille in June. 

Court ruling on 

Marseille next week 

A Marseille court will 
rule next Thursday on 
whether former European 
soccer champions Marseille 
should go into receivership 
with debts estimated at 240 
million francs (S50 mil- 
lion), legal sources said on 
Friday. 

Because of financial 
problems and a match- 
rigging scandal, Marseille 
were relegated to the 
second division last season 
despite finishing second to 
Pans St. Germain in the 
first division. 

According to Frencb 
League roles, if they went 
into receivership they 
would automatically be re- 
legated again. 

This would take Marseil- 
le, who have won the 
French League and French 
Cup 10 times each, into the 
semi-professional third di- 
vision. 

But French League presi- 
dent Noel Le Graet, long 
an arch-rival of former 
Marseille president Ber- 
nard Tapie, said he would 
do his utmost to avoid such 
an outcome. 

Despite being in the 
second division, Marseille 
boast the highest attend- 
ance in France and attract 
big crowds at every away 
game. 


An American Firm requests a firm or 

organization to submit a proposal for a 

Water Use Devices Study in Jordan. 

The purpose is to : 

♦ Survey the local Jordanian market to 
identify available water - efficient 
equipment for domestic and industrial 
use; and , 

* install , test and evaluate selected 
water saving devices in selected sites. 

Offerors are requested to pick up the RFP 
document and Scope of Work from Room 
No. (215) Ministry of 
Water & Irrigation Bldg ; on or before 
{ 12:00 noon, April 4, 1995 ) 

Closing date for offers is 
( 12:00 noon, April 27, 1995 ) 
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Former heav y weig h t champion Mike Tyson (right) with promoter -Don. King . . . 

Tyson will fight again; 
retains promoter 9 managers 


CLEVELAND (R) — For- 
mer heavyweight champion 
Mike Tyson said Thursday he 
will return to the ring with 
the same handlers who 
guided his career before he 
was jailed for three years on a 
rape conviction. 

Tyson did not give a date 
for his next fight but said it 
would be held at the MGM 
Grand Hotel in Las Vegas, 
aired by the Cable Channel 
Showtime and promoted by 
Don King. 

Tyson ptft an end to 
rumours of a rift with King, 
his long-time associate, call- 
ing him “the greatest promo- 
ter in the world.” 

The 28-year-old fighter 
also announced that his 
friends Rory Holloway and 
John Horne will continue as 
co-managers. 

“Besides being my closest 
friends for many years. John 
and Rory have given me 
great advice in my profes- 
sional career and they will 
continue to be my mana- 
gers,” he said. 

It was Tyson's first public 
comment since his release 
Saturday from an Indiana 
prison where he served the 
rape sentence. 

Details of Tyson's deals 
later emerged. His agree- 
ment with the MGM Grand 
was a 2Vi year, six-fight deal 
that sources say could be 
worth as much as $200 mil- 
lion to Tyson. 

There also was an indica- 
tion from sources dose to the 


MGM deal that Tyson's first 
post-prison fight will be in 
August. 

The Showtime deal to 
broadcast his fights and allow 
him some work as a commen- 
tator covered three years, 
sources said. 

Unlike Saturday when he 
left jail wearing loose-fitting 
clothes and a Muslim prayer 
cap, Tyson showed up at his 
news conference in a blue suit 
toped off with a jaunty straw 
boater, which he removed 
before reading a brief state- 
ment. 

He took no questions from 
a crowd of reporters gathered 
at at gund arena and closed 
by saying 'may Allah bless 
you all.'' 

Tyson has said he under- 
went a conversion to Islam 
two years ago. His first stop 
on leaving prison Saturday 
was a local mosque where he 
prayed with boxing legend 
Mohammad Ali. 

In his four-paragraph state- 
ment Tyson said: 

“In the last three years I’ve 
had the chance to reflect on 
my life and develop my mind. 
I will continue my journey to 
making myself a better per- 
son so that I can help others. 

“But I’m here today to 
make a statement about my 
professional future... I will 
fight again. I want to confirm 
John Horne and Rory Hollo- 
way as my co-managers. 

“I also want to confirm 
that Don King will continue 
to promote my fights. Don is 


the greatest promoter in the 
world.” 

Tyson said he bad chosen 
Showtime to be his television 
network and that he would be 
fighting at the New MGA 
Grand Hotel in Las Vegas. 

King has had a long-time 
association with Showtime. 

Tyson at age 20 became the 
youngest man ever to win the 
heavyweight crown. He lost it 
in 1990 in a knockout by 
James “Buster” Douglas but 
was on a comeback trail be- 
fore he was convicted of rap- 
ing a beauty contestant in an 
Indianapolis hotel. 

He remains on probation 
for four years under the su- 
pervision of officials in Ohio 
where he has a country estate 
near Youngstown. He made 
his first visit to his probation 
officer in youngstown on 
Wednesday. 

Matthew Saad Moham- 
mad, a former light 
heavyweight champion who 
attended the news confer- 
nece, said how fast Tyson can 
get back into fighting shape 
“depends on his sincerity. It 
may take sue months, it may 
take three months and it de- 

S ends on who he's going to 
ght.” 

Published reports earlier 
this week had cast doubt on 
Tyson's relationship with 
King, saying that Tyson was 
miffed at the promoter for 
arranging a welcome borne 
party that featured food and 
drink not allowed for follow- 
ers of Islam. 
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Last Number Redial . 

Voice Request . 

Flash . 

Pause . 

Ringer Volume Switch . 
Tone/Pulse Dialing . 

Copier Function . 

Fine Resolution . 

Help List Print-Out . 
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Automatic Background Control . 
Transmission Error Report . 
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AHMED ISSA MURAD CO. 

Head Office Tel. 837290 University Street 

Showrooms : Tel. 838561 / 748780 / 686882 / 872870 
Service Center : Tel. 872172 


Cinema Tel.: 634144 

HMLAPELWigA 

Tom Hanks * 
in 

Forrest Gump 

! Shows: 1230, 3:15, fi.-lS. 9:15 


Cinema 


Tel. : 699238 


PLAZA 


Andy Garcia — Mee Ryan 
in 

When A Man lows A Wanna 

Shows: 1130, 3:30. 5, 6:30. 8:30, lfc30 


Gnema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

CONCORD “T ~ 
Comedian star: Adel Imam — 

Bakhit & Andadileh 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15, 6:00. 830. 1M» 

CONCORD ‘2’ 

Jean-Claude Van Damm 

STREET FIGHTER 

Shows: 1130, 3-JO, 5:45. 11:00 


Tel: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE | 

Musa Hijazln “Sum's” 

in the political satire 

Hi Citizen 

written and directed by 
Mohammad Al Shawaqfa 
daily on 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes on Monday 

— Haifa Al Agha in the 
children? play 
^ Sa’di’s Return ☆☆ 


TeU: 675571 

Mabfl AIMashlni Theatre 

''""Sresents “ 

Abu Awwad 

In the social comedy i 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre is closed on 
Mondays 1 

Tickets are available all 1 - 

toy 


NabH & Hisham's Tel.: 625155 

AHLAH THEATER 

’Presents: 

The political satire: 

AL SALMI YA SALAM 

at .8:30 p.m. 

For reservation, please cal' 
625155 

The theatre Is closed * 
Saturdays & Sundays 
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Crown Prince — ‘man 
of quiet diplomacy’ 


AMMAN (Petra) — April 
1, 1965 has a special mean- 
ing in the history of Jordan. 
It is the day when a Royal 
Decree proclaimed His 
Roy.al Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan as Regent. 

Since that date Prince 
Hassan has embarked on a 
multitude of responsibili- 
ties at the local, Arab and 
international fora. 

Under die directives of 
His Majesty King H use in, 
the Crown Prince became 
one of the pioneers of de- 
velopment not only at the 
local level, but also at the 
regional and international 
levels. 

He has been an active 
advocate of development 
with a human face, de- 
velopment that is based 
and centred around the in- 
dividual. 

Prince Hassan, who be- 
longs to the fourth genera- 
tion of the Hashemites, has 
contributed to building die 
national and inter-Arab 
order and prevented it 
from deteriorating. 

The Crown Prince has 
always believed that proper 
planning, constructive oia- 
logue and and intellect 
based on solid grounds are 
important factors contri- 
buting to building the state 
of institutions. 

With this in mind. Prince 
Hassan has been personally 
involved in the develop- 
ment plans in Jordan. 

He was also behind the 


establishment of national, 
Arab and Islamic institu- 
tions, including the Arab 
Thought Forum, the Royal 
Scientific Society, the A1 al 
Bayt Foundation and AI al 
Bayt University and the 
Higher Council for Science 
and Technology. 

. The Palestine question 
has been one of the major 
preoccupations of the 
Crown Prince. 

From his days as a uni- 
versity student, he pre- 
pared studies in English on 
rights of the Palestinian 
people and has advocated 
the right of self- 
determination of the 
Palestinian people. 

Prince Hassan has writ- 
ten several books on Jeru- 
salem and peace, in addi- 
tion to other issues of in- 
terest to the Arab and Isla- 
mic nations. 

Prince Hassan played a 
prominent role in interna- 
tional conferences and 
seminars and has used such 
fora to convey the Arab 
and Jordanian views on re- 
gional and international 
issues, in addition to de- 
fending Arab and Islamic 
causes. 

The Crown Prince’s con- 
tribution to the peace pro- 
cess was also prominent. 

Arab media have de- 
scribed him as the “man of 
quiet diplomacy in the poli- 
tical Jordanian scene,” 
since the beginning of the 
peace process in 1991. 



Wanted Brotherhood leader is outside Egypt 

CAIRO (R) — The most prominent of the five Egyptian 
Muslim Brotherhood members accused of organising milit- 
ary training abroad is on the run outside the country, not in 
detention, security sources said on Friday. The Egyptian 
Interior Ministry, in a statement on Thursday, named 
Ashraf Abdul Ghaffar as one of five men in a Muslim 
Brotherhood conspiracy to use its medical relief operations 
in foreign trouble spots as a front for military training 
abroad. Mr. Abdul Ghaffar was the supervisor of a relief 
agency run by the Brotherhood-dominated Egyptian 
Medical Association and a member of the association's 
board. The ministry statement said police had detained all 
the leaders but the security sources said this did not include 
Mr. Abdul Ghaffar because of his absence. “There's a 
rumour that he’s in Saudi Arabia,” one security source 
said. 

Israel, Vietnam to boost economic ties 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — Vietnam’s Deputy Foreign Minister 
Tan Quang Co said here Friday his country planned to 
boost economic links and could open an embassy in Israel, 
officials said. Mr. Tan met Uri Savir, Israel’s foreign 
ministry director general, on the sidelines of an internation- 
al conference for foreign ministry chiefs. Vietnam and 
Israel set up diplomatic relations in 1993. Hanoi is 
represented in the Jewish state by its embassy to Egypt. 

Injured Algerian journalist dies 

PARIS (AFP) — An Algerian television journalist injured 
In an attack blamed on extremists in Algiers 10 days ago 
has died of her injuries in a Paris hospital, officials said 
Friday. Rachida Hammadi, a high-profile reporter on 
Algerian state TV, died overnight without regaining 
conscience following the attack, an official at the Algerian 
embassy in Paris said. The 32-year-old had been trans- 
ported to Paris on Sunday following the attack on March 
20. Her sister, a secretary at the television station, was 
killed by the gun attack near their home on the outskirts of 
Algiers. Hammadi was the 31st journalist killed in fun- 
damentalist violence since May 1993. Unrest erupted 
following the cancellation of January 1992 elections which 
Islamic fundamentalists were poised to win. 

Greece turns back 120 Egyptians at airport 

CAIRO (AP) — Greek authorities turned back 120 
Egyptian workers on the same flight Wednesday after the 
Egyptians reportedly paid $1,500 each for fake travel 
documents. Hundreds of thousands of Egyptian workers, 
mainly labodrcrs and fishermen, seek jobs outside Egypt 
for higher wages. Some poorly educated or illiterate 
workes are swindled into buying forged documents, often 
for large sums of money. Egypt's Middle East News 
Agency said tire workers paid the equivalent of $1,500 each 
for the travel papers. The men were deported after officials 
at the Iraklion airport in Crete discovered they lacked the 
proper papers, a Greek police official said on condition of 
anonymity. 

Turkish businesses attacked in Germany 

BONN (AFP) — Two Turkish travel agencies were 
firebombed overnight to Friday, police reported, in the 
latest in a series of attacks that has swept Germany. An 
agency in Erlenbach. Western Germany, was destroyed 
after unidentified assailants threw a firebomb through a 
window. Damage was estimated at 100.000 marks 
($71,400). An agency in Herford, also in the west, failed to 
go off after being thrown through a window. A Turkish 
clothing workshop in Elsdorf, western Germany, was 
destroyed by fire with damage estimated at 250,000 marks 
($175,000). Police are not ruling out the possibility of 
arson. Police believe the attacks on Turkish interests in 
Germany are the work of sympathisers of the Kurdistan 
Labour Party, which is banned in Germany, but also 
suspect the moderate Alawite community or other orga- 
nisations. Violence first flared two weeks ago after 
Alawites were attacked by unidentified assailants in Istan- 
bul. 


NABIL ASFOUR 
DENTIST PROSTHODONTIST 

Would like to announce that he is moving to his new 
clinic at Bader Medical Centre, Fifth Circle - near the 
Arab Heart Centre, behind the Mill Bakery, and will 
receive his patients as usual from Saturday 1 st April 
1995. 

Tel. (863250) 



CROWN PRINCE RETURNS HOME: Their return home on Friday by His Royal Highness 
Royal Highness es Crown Prince Hassan and Prince Abdallah and members of the royal 
Princess Sarvatfa are received upon their family (see page one) (Petra photo) 


Romanian plane crashes; 
all 59 aboard said killed 


BUCHAREST (Agencies) 
— A Romanian Airbus 
bound for Brussels crashed 
after taking off from 
Bucharest in a snowstorm 
Friday, killing all 59 people 
aboard in a disaster that 
raises new questions about 
the reliability of compute- 
rised “fly by wire” jetlin- 
ers. 

Hie Tarom airline swiftly 
ruled out pilot error as having 
caused the crash of the Air- 
bus A310-300, a folly auto- 
mated, two-engine aircraft 
that has been in service for 12 
years. But by late afternoon 
Friday, the plane's “black 
box,” which recorded the few 
moments of the ill-fated 
flight, had not yet been 
found. 

Thirty- two home bound 
Belgians were among the 49 
passengers killed when the 
Airbus went down in a field 
near Bucharest three minutes 
after take-off Friday morn- 
ing. They included the Bel- 
gian consul in Bucharest. 
Michelle Vanden-Ameele. 

The other foreign victims 
were three Americans, two 
Spaniards, and one national 
each from France, Thailand 
and the Netherlands. Tarom 
said. 

Nine Romanian passengers 
and the 10 members of the 
crew also perished in the 


crash, the worst Romanian 
air disaster in more than 20 
years. 

Soldiers who rushed to the 
crash site said they found a 
sea of burning wreckage 
strewn about a crater four 
metres deep dug by the 
plane. 

“It was hellish,” one of the 
soldiers said. 'The plane was 
in flames when we arrived. 
There were hands, beads and 
feet scattered around the 
fuselage.” 

Tarom said it ruled out 
pilot error as a cause. 

“I categorically rule out 
any pilot error,*' Tarom 
General Manager Nicolae 
Brutaru told reporters. 

Mr. Brutaru gave no other 
explanation for the crash 
saying he would Have to wait 
for an inquiry by an Airbus 
Industrie team on its way 
from Toulouse. 

He said the weather had 
been satisfactory, although it 
was snowing. 

Tarom said it was ground- 
ing its two other Airbus 
A310s pending the airbus in- 
vestigation into the crash. 

The crash was the third of 
an Airbus A3 10-300 since the 
European consortium Airbus 
Industrie introduced the 
model in 1983. 

Questions about Airbus air 
safety have arisen following 
accidents and near misses in 


which pilots have reported 
difficulty managing the 
plane’s controls. 

The plane's ultramodern 
computerised systems put the 
craft on automatic pilot 
throughout the flight unless 
human pilots take control in 
exceptional circumstances 
through “override” func- 
tions. 

Witnesses said that they 
beard a blast when the plane 
crashed, but added that visi- 
bility was so poor they could 
not tell whether the explosion 
occurred before or after the 
jet hit the ground, the Rom- 
pres news agency said. 

Concern about Airbus re- 
liability has been high in 
Romania since one of 
Tarom’s three Airbus jets 
was involved in a near miss 
last autumn. 

On Sept. 24, a Tarom Air- 
bus A-310 suddenly plunged 
1,500 metres as it was 
approaching Paris' Orly air- 
port with 182 people on 
board. The pilot managed to 
level out the aircraft only 100 
metres above a residential 
neighbourhood. 

An official investigation 
concluded that the problem 
involved the plane's automa- 
tic pilot system but was un- 
able to say if there was pilot 
error or a technical malflunc- 
tion. 


Sanaa cracks down 
on all moneychangers 


SANAA (AFP) — Yemeni 
authorities arrested all the 
country’s money-changers in 
a crackdown early Friday 
amid an economic austerity 
drive that has triggered a 
wave of protests. 

“Police have arrested all 
money-changers in towns 
around Yemen, accusing 
them of damaging the nation- 
al economy and contributing 
to the devaluation of the cur- 
rency,” said a policeman here 
who asked not to be named. 

The arrests followed a 
speech Thursday by Prime 
Minister Abdul Aziz Abdul 
Ghani, who condemned what 
he said was a plot against the 
crisis-hit Yemeni economy 
and announced an imminent 
devaluation of the riyal. 

In Sanaa the dollar was 
changing hands for 140 riyals 
on the black market Wednes- 
day 'compared to 125 riyals 
Tuesday and 12 riyals at the 
official rate. 

In the southern city of 
Aden, the country's econo- 
mic centre and scene of riots 
Wednesday, the dollar was 
traded for 134 riyals. 

Mr. Abdul Ghani said 
Thursday there was “no 
reason for the exchange rate 
to jump from 125 to 140 
riyals," blaming it on a 
plot" against the economy. 
He told a press conference 
that the government was 
drawing up new list of ex- 
change rates, including new 
rates for customs duties, as 
well as a range of austerity 
measures. 

Police shot dead at least 
three demonstrators in Aden 
on Wednesday during street 
clashes over a doubling of 
petrol prices, police said, 
adding that eight people were 
also wounded. 

The death toll was not offi- 
cially confirmed. 

The demonstrations ran- 
sacked a petrol station and 
threw stones at security 
forces, police said. 

According to witnesses, 
the demonstrators, most of 
them students and school 
pupils, also burned tyres and 
erected barricades. 

Demonstrations were also 
reported in DhamaT. 10Q 
kilometres south of Sanaa. 
Petrol prices doubled on 


Wednesday, from six to 12 
riyals per litre (equivalent to 
six to 12 U.S. cents on the 
black market). The hike took 
place without any prior 
announcement. 

A government statement 
broadcast on state radio after 
the dashes said subsidies 
would be scrapped for basic 
foodstuffs including wheat 
and flour. 

Mr. Abdul Ghani urged 
Yemenis to make sacrifices 
and back economic reforms 
drawn up with the help of the 
World Bank, to be im- 
plemented over three years. 

He said the May-July 1994 
dvil war and the 1991 Gulf 
war had left a “heavy legacy” 
for the Yemeni economy. 

“The government has de- 
cided on a package of mea- 
sures to deal with the crisis 
and expects your understand- 
ing and encouragement,” he 
added. 

Previously, authorities 
have accused the ousted Ye- 
men Socialist Party (YSP) of 
fomenting unrest. 

Breakaway leaders of the 
Aden-based YSP were forced 
into exile when northern 
forces loyal to President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh defeated a 
southern bid to form a sepa- 
rate state in a May-July 1994 
dvil war. 

Aden, formerly the capital 
of Marxist South Yemen, suf- 
fered extensive damage in the 
war. 

Yemen is one of the 
poorest countries in the 
world, with an external debt 
running into more than $7 
billion. It suffered losses of 
$11 billion during the war. 

The World Bank and Inter- 
national Monetary Fund 
(IMF) have been pressing 
Yemen to liberalise its eco- 
nomy and remove subsidies 
on basic goods, petrol and 
public services. 

But government divisions 
over the reforms, especially 
fears of public unrest, have 
delayed the country’s econo- 
mic recovery. 

The European Union’s ex- 
ternal economic relations de- 
partment Wednesday de- 
scribed the state of Yemen’s 
economy as “disastrous,” 
with inflation running at be- 
tween 70 and 130 per cent. 


3 of 4 polls 
show Rabin 
trailing 
Netanyahu 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Three 
out of four polls published 
Friday showed that the Israeli 
public would vote Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin out 
of office if national ejections 
were held today. 

Mr. Rabin’s popularity has 
deteriorated recently due to 
stalled peace talks and con- 
tinued ‘anti-Israeli violence. 

The prime minister dismis- 
sed the polls on Friday, 
saying he did not pay atten- 
tion to them. 

“I have protests outside my 
home and my office every 
day from opposition, bat 1 
don’t pay attention (to them) 
and I don't pay attention to 
polls,” Mr. Rabin told fore- 
ign diplomats on Friday. 

“I pay attention to Israelis 
who say, “you promised us 
peace. Why are there still 
terror attacks’," Mr. Rabin 
added during the address at 
the Tel Aviv Hilton. “My 
responsibility is to peace and 
the peace that we need is 
security.” 

•Three surveys by different 
polling companies published 
in the daily Marriv showed 
opposition Likud party lead- 
er Benjamin Netanyahu run- 
ning ahead of Mr. Rabin by 
at least nine per cent. 

A separate poll by the 
Dahaf agency published in 
the daily Yedioth Ahronoth 
showed that 40 per cent of 
503 Israeli adults questioned - 
would vote for Mr. Rabin. 36 
per cent for Mr. Netanyahu 
and 11 per cent for right-wing 
politician Rafael Eitan. who 
has also declared he would 
ran. 

But with no candidate win- 
ning an outright majority, 
such a result would force a 
second round in which Mr. 
Netanyahu would be 
favoured because of the com- 
bined right-wing advantage 
— 47-40 per cent — in the 
first round. 

The Yedioth Poll also 
showed that Mr. Rabin's 
Labour Party and its left- 
wing coalition allies would 
lose their majority in the 
120-member parliament. 


Higher court orders 
review of testimony 
in subversion trial 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Court of 
Cassation has ruled that the 
State Security Court should 
take into consideration the 
testimony of three witnesses 
in a case involving alleged 
“Arab Afghans” and retry 
one of the defendants under 
laws related to juveniles, 
according to judicial sources. 

The ruling, issued by Presi- 
dent Judge Khleif Suheimat, 
is the second in two weeks 
involving verdicts issued by 
tire State Security Court, a 
military tribunal. 

In the first ruling, issued on 
March 13, a Court of Cassa- 
tion panel presided over by 
Judge Yousef Gharaibeh 
overturned the guilty verdict 
against eight people who 
were accused of plotting to 
assassinate His Majesty King 
Hussein during a graduation 
ceremony at Muta University 
in June 1993. 

The Court of Cassation 
also quashed the guilty ver- 
dict against three of the ac- 
cused on a charge of belong- 
ing to an illegal organisation 
saying trying people on such 
a charge was beyond the pur- 
view of the State Security 
Court and that a civilian 
court should have heard that 
case. 

The verdict against the two 
tried in absentia remains in 
force since the Court of 
Cassation does not review 
sentences against fugitives 
from justice. If they are 
arrested or surrender to the 
authorities then they would 
face a retrial by the State 
Security Court and subject to 
an automatic review by the 
Court of Cassation. 

In the “Arab-Afghan” 
case. Judge Suheimat ruled 
last week that the State 


Security Court should re-hear 
the testimonies of three wit- 
nesses in the trial, which in- 
volved 25 people, the sources 
said. 

The case came to be known 
as the “Arab Afghan” case in 
a reference to reports that 
some of the defendants had 
fought alongside the mujahe- 
deen in Afghanistan against 
the Soviet occupation army 
during the 1980-90 Afghan 
war. 

Eleven of the accused, in- 
cluding three in absentia, 
were sentenced to death and 
seven others to jail terms 
ranging between seven years 
and life by the State Security 
Court. Seven others were ac- 
quitted. 

It was not immediately 
clear whether the Court of 
Cassation ruling was applic- 
able to the seven who were 
acquitted by the State Secur- 
ity Court. 

The State Security Court, a 
panel of three military 
judges, had listened to the 
three witnesses, including an 
explosives expert, during the 
trial that ended in December 
but had decided to ignore 
their testimonies. 

According to the sources, 
the Court of Cassation ruling 
means that the Stare Security 
Court has to bring back the 
three witnesses to the stand 
and accept their testimonies 
as evidence. 

The verdict of the State 
Security Court after the testi- 
monies are admitted will also 
be subject to an automatic 
review by the Court of Cassa- 
tion in line with new laws 
adopted in 1992. Earlier. 
State Security Court verdicts 
were not subject to review by 
any court. 

The Court of Cassation 
also said that one of the 

(Continued on page 13) 


Muslims urged to end 
Western stranglehold 


KHARTOUM (R) — Islamic 
fundamentalists from around 
the world appealed to Mus- 
lims on Friday to break free 
from a military, economic 
and cultural stranglehold 
they said the West was im- 
posing on them. 

They told an Arab and 
Islamist conference in Khar- 
toum the answer to their 
woes lay in setting up an 
Islamic united nation, creat- 
ing a unified Islamic curren- 
cy, and other suggestions. 

The meeting, organised by 
Sudan's Islamic leaders, has 
attracted representatives 
from Hizbollah, Hamas. 
Algeria’s Islamist Al Nahda 
group, Bosnia, Iran, the U.S. 
organisation Nation of Islam 
and various Afghan parties. 

But delegates gave the 
warmest welcome on Friday 
to Sbamseddin Yousef, fore- 
ign spokesman of the break- 
away Chechen republic fight- 
ing Russian forces. 

‘I call on the leaders of the 
Arab and Islamic world to do 
something to stop this mas- 
sacre,” Mr. Yousef said to 
cheers and calls of “Allabu 
Akbar.” 

Other speakers lashed out 
at topics from Western-led 
sanctions against Iraq and 
Libya to the International 
Monetary Fund and the ban- 
ning of the Islamic headscarf 
from French schools. 

‘The enemies are going 
crazy. They are undressing 
our women," said Yassin 
Abu Bakr. ‘.‘Men are the 
protectors of women and 
must fight against this aggres- 
sion.” 

He said the U.N. sanctions 
banning international flights 
in Iraq and Libya was “an 


attack on the pillars of Islam” 
because it prevented them 
from performing the annual 
Haj pilgrimage. 

"They can impose sanc- 
tions on one of us, they can 
impose sanctions on two of 
us. But they cannot impose 
sanctions on the whole Isla- 
mic Nation,” Mr. Abu Bakr 
said in a fiery speech, chastis- 
ing Muslim countries for not 
rallying round Libya and 
Iraq. 

In a session marked more 
by rhetoric than practical 
proposals, Turkish parlia- 
mentarian Yasin Hatiboglu 
said Muslim financial weak- 
ness meant the Islamic 
World, grouping states as 
economically diverse as oil- 
rich Saudi Arabia and im- 
poverished Sudan, should 
take a leaf out of Europe's 
economic strategy. 

“A unified Islamic curren- 
cy should be formed to help 
the realisation of a joint Isla- 
mic culture,” he said. 

Louis Farrakhan. head of 
tiie Nation of Islam, said in a 
message read out by a repre- 
sentative that the West had 
divided the Islamic World 
into sheikhdoms and statelets 
in order to weaken it. He 
called for a new Mahdi, or 
leader, to reunite Muslims. 

“The power of Islam has 
always been seen i« the West 
as a threat to their satanic 
rule,” he said. 

Despite the global reach of 
the conference, which orga- 
nisers say has attracted dele- 
gates from more than 80 
countries, fewer prominent 
figures appear to have 
attended this year's meeting 
than the first two conferences 
in 1991 and 1993. 


Kuwaiti daily urges 
better ties with Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Kuwaiti daily Al Siyasseh has 
called for opening a new 
chapter in Kuwait's relations 
with Jordan and for utilising 
Jordan's experience in man- 
aging political issues during 
crises. 

In its Tuesday issue, the 
paper carried an article writ- 
ten by Shamlan Yousef Al 
Issa, saying that His Majesty 
King Hussein had more than 
once made his country’s posi- 
tion towards Kuwait dear. 

"The King has said time 
and again that Jordan will 
never allow nor condone the 
occupation of Kuwait nor will 
it allow or condone any milit- 
ary action by Iraq against 
Kuwait.” the writer said. 

However, he added, some 
writers in the Kuwaiti press 
still cast doubts on Jordan’s 
position because they do not 
want inter-Arab relations to 


improve and because they fail 
to see that Kuwait's interests 
and stability can only be en- 
hanced when the overall 
Arab conditions improve. 

“We believe in freedom of 
speech and opinion, but this 
freedom should not.be used 
to launch attacks on Arab 
leaderships. It is the right of 
everyone to criticise policies 
rather than persons," he 
wrote. 

Dr. Issa said politicised 
Islamic blocs and groups had 
reinforced their positions be- 
cause of political considera- 
tions related to elections. 

“King Hussein, through his 
political wisdom and vast 
political experience has been 
able to save his country from 
any troubles, caused by such 
Islamic movements which re- 
jected the peace treaty with 
Israel,” Dr. Issa wrote. 
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Italians claim 

coldfusion 

breakthrough 

BOLONGA. Italy (R)~ Ita- . ' 
lian physicists have detected 
what they believe may be 
evidence of nuclear “cold fu- 
sion” in experiments with ' 
hydrogen and nickel, the Ita- 
lian news agency (AGI) re- 
ported Wednesday. It quoted .v . 
a member of the team. Pro- 
fessor Sergio Focardi of the 
University of Bologna, as 
saying that 15 grammes of 
nickel and one gramme of _ 

hydrogen produced 30 to 40 •* 
watts of energy, sufficient to 
power a light bulb, for 
around three months. Prof. r : * 
Focardi said about 100 kilo- 
watt hours of energy had 
been produced so far in the 
experiments, a quantity that . 
ruled out a chemical reaction 
as the source of the power, 

AGI said. Prof. Focardi was 
not available for comment. 
Scientists have long theorised 
that fusion, the process that 
powers the sun. could pro- . 
vide all the world’s electricity 
needs without using any fossil ' 
fuel if harnessed. Many 
physicists, however, have dis- 
missed cold fusion — creating 
the type of energy used by 
the sun without extremely 
high temperatures — as a 
delusion. Scientists Martin 
Fleischma#n and Stanley 
Pons of the University of ' V 
Utah said in 1989 that they - 
had detected fusion in an 
experiment conducted in 
their basement and. at room 
temperatures. Since then, sci- 
entists around the world have •• 
been attempting to duplicate 
their experiments with little 
success. 

Reusable rocket 
design unveiled 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 

The design of the X-34, a 
reusable rocket to pur small 
satellites into orbit, was un- 
veiled Thursday by American 
Space Lines,' which de- 
veloped it in cooperation 
with NASA. The winged 
rocket > s capable of carrying 
into orbit a payload of about • 
a tonne, then land again on . 
Earth. The X-34 tests are 
scheduled for 1997 and it 
should go into service in mid- 
1998, a NASA statement 
said. The reusable nature of 
the X-34 is an important 
milestone for the National 
Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA), 
which hopes it will reduce the 
cost of launching small satel- 
lites by two thirds. Currently, 
such tasks are carried out by 
space shuttles or non- 
re usable rockets. According 
to American Space Lines — a 
joint venture of Rockwell In- 
ternational and Orbital Sci- 
ences Corporation — the X- 
34 will be launched at an 
altitude of 4,200 feet (1.2 
kilometres) from a cargo 
plane, either by an OSC L- 
1011 or a NASA 747. Once 
out of the Earth's atmos- . _ : 
phere, the rocket will release 
the satellite, which will be 
blasted into orbit with a 
secondary rocket. The X-34 ' 

will then’ be guided remotely 
to an airport landing. 


U.S. judge rules 
against policy on 
gays in military 

NEW YORK (R) — A U.S. 
judge ruled against the Clin- 
ton administration's “don’t 
ask, don’t tell" policy barring 
gays serving openly in the 
U.S. military, saying it was 
discriminatory. The U.S. 
government is expected, to 
appeal the ruling in the case, 
viewed by legal observers as a 
test to resolve the constitu- 
tionality of the 1993 law that 
states that a service member 
may be discharged for saying 
he or she is gay or enraging in 
homosexual acts. “Congress 
may not enact discriminatory 
legislation because it desires 
to insulate heterosexual ser- 
vice members from state- 
ments that might excite their 
prejudices,” Federal Judge 
Eugene Nickerson in the 
New York Borough of 
Brooklyn wrote in his ruling 
on the first direct constitu- 
tional challenge to the policy 
by six servicemembers. 
Attorneys for the two active 
and four reserve servicemem- 
bers had argued during hear- 
ings on March 13 to 16 that 
the policy violated their con- 
stitutional rights to free 
speech and equal protection 
under the law. Government 
attorneys argued that over- 
turning the policy, which 
took effect in February 1994, 
could damage military effec- 
tiveness because gays serving 
openly in the aimed forces 
would disrupt unit cohesive- 
ness. 
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